


I have before me two newspaper articles with which
I strongly disagree. Although I generally love the Wall
Street Journal and find its articles and editorials very help-
ful and stimulating, the articles I am referring to are writ-
ten—in my opinion—by a couple of “educated fools”—
well-known scientist Richard Dawkins and religion
writer Karen Armstrong. In an article titled “Man vs.
God” (WSJ, September 12, 2009), they “debated” evolu-
tion, science and the role of religion. Dawkins came
down hard against the idea of a real God and against reli-
gion in general. He asserted, “Evolution is the universe’s
greatest work. Evolution is the creator of life, and life is
arguably the most surprising and most beautiful produc-
tion that the laws of physics have ever generated.”

Dawkins went on making fun of God and describing
the glories of evolution. But is his kind of reasoning
based on fact? Is his supposed “scientific approach” all
neat and tidy?

No!
For in his remarks praising “Darwinian life” and

denigrating God, Dawkins cheerfully said, “What is so
special about life? It never violates the laws of physics.
Nothing does (if anything did, physicists would just
have to formulate new laws—it’s happened often
enough in the history of science). But although life
never violates the laws of physics, it pushes them into
unexpected avenues that stagger the imagination.”

Do you see Dawkins’ problem? He starts out with an
already existing universe. This universe has basic “laws”
which he admits are never broken! Later, he goes on to
admit, once again, “Never once are the laws of physics
violated, yet life emerges into uncharted territory.”
Think about this preposterous reasoning!
This supposed “great” scientist admits that “never

once are the laws of physics violated.” Yet he somehow
fails to grasp that something or someone had to create
these laws of physics and the entire universe that is
filled with inviolate laws. It is obvious to most truly sin-
cere and thinking persons that the interrelated and
overlapping laws of physics, chemistry, and other areas
of science must have been created by a Higher Power—
an awesome Being—with a mind far above the human
mind. He set in motion these laws and created the beau-

ty, the delicacy and the constancy of this universe to sus-
tain the laws that govern our lives.

As letter-writer Joseph Furman replied a week later in
response to the article: “I only had two semesters of col-
lege physics, so I must have missed the part where Mr.
Dawkins’ much vaunted laws of physics began permitting
man to love, laugh and cry” (WSJ, September 19, 2009).
Who indeed brought about the creative mind which

man alone possesses—and the ability to back off and
laugh at himself, to love, and to sometimes give with no
thought of a return, and to have a deep spiritual long-
ing with recognition that there must be a higher power?

The so-called “scientists” who try to bypass the basic
fact of an entire universe filled with consistent laws and a
host of creatures and creations that interact with each
other in a way that beautifully “works”—these people
are indeed lacking in understanding and wisdom. As the
Psalmist wrote, “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is
no God’” (Psalm 14:1).

For her part, religion writer Karen Armstrong wan-
dered around with “touchy feely” ideas that frankly
prove nothing. She stated, “The best theology is a spiri-
tual exercise, akin to poetry. Religion is not an exact sci-
ence but a kind of art form that, like music or painting,
introduces us to a mode of knowledge that is different
from the purely rational and which cannot easily be put
into words.”

Indeed, she had a hard time rationally putting her
ideas into words! It is sad that, in the name of “religion,”
this kind of response was chosen to supposedly rebut the
atheist Richard Dawkins. For, her response showed no
understanding of true religion—nor of a genuine
approach to the God of the Bible.

Part of the problem facing these confused individu-
als is revealed in Aldous Huxley’s statement in his well-
known book, Ends and Means. This famous thinker and
philosopher admits, “Most ignorance is vincible igno-
rance. We don’t know because we don’t want to know. It
is our will that decides how and upon what subjects we
shall use our intelligence. Those who detect no meaning
in the world generally do so because, for one reason or
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By Roderick C. Meredith

With about one-fifth of the world’s entire population, the nation of China remains an 
enigma to many in the West. Thousands of years ago, China was an imperial nation
with grand ambitions of regional and even world domination. Though it was racked
by war and economic catastrophe throughout the 20th century, the dawn of the 
21st century is seeing new attention paid to China as an economic and political
superpower in the making. What does your Bible reveal about China’s future and its
place in end-time prophecy? The answer may surprise you!

ixteen years ago, when financier Philip Schaefer organized an investors’ conference
titled, “The Chinese Century: From Wall Street to the Great Wall,” few had heard the
term “the Chinese Century” as a description of that mysterious nation’s ascent to a new
level of world power. 

Today, with the United States in rapid decline, and investors such as Warren Buffett openly
proclaiming the 21st century as “China’s Century,” many more are taking notice. With the
nation of China working hard to overtake the West in both economic and military power, is it
soon destined to dominate the world in the way that America and Britain were able to dominate
the last century? Will this 21st century, in fact, be “China’s Century”?

With an estimated 1.3 billion citizens, China is the most populous nation on earth. It has by
far the largest financial reserves of any nation—now estimated at more than US$2.1 trillion! Its
military and naval forces are increasingly being developed. China-watchers have noted that the
nation has plotted a deliberate course in which it joins economic growth to military power. China’s
average growth of roughly 9 percent over the last 20 years has led to a ten-fold increase in per capi-
ta Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and a 21-fold increase in purchasing power for military expen-
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diture. So, China is slowly but surely
working to transform its armed
forces into a full-spectrum military,
able to project Chinese power
around the world.

Journalist Willy Lam, in a Wall
Street Journal article earlier this
year, reported: “China recently
announced its GDP grew by more
than 7.1 percent in the first half of
this year, putting the country on
course to displace Japan as the
world’s second-largest economy by
year’s end. But it’s not time to cele-
brate just yet. Peasants and migrant
workers, who compose more than
65 percent of China’s 1.3 billion
people, aren’t benefiting much from
this growth. Much of it is hoarded
by the central government. Last
year, Beijing collected taxation and
other levies of more than six trillion
yuan ($878 billion), an eye-pop-
ping four trillion yuan more than
five years ago. Since the turn of this
century, funds flowing into the
Beijing treasury have increased by
around 22 percent a year, more than
double the average 10 percent GDP
growth for the past two decades”
(“Rich China, Poor Peasants,” July
24, 2009).

So, China will soon be the sec-
ond-largest economy in the world—
trailing only the United States of
America. As another Wall Street
Journal article reported, “The
Pentagon views China as the coun-
try most likely, at some point down
the road, to acquire the capacity to
challenge the U.S. military on a
global scale…. Adm. Wu Shengli,
the top officer in China’s navy—
officially known as the People’s
Liberation Army Navy—said the
service would move faster to mod-
ernize its arsenal and build larger
and more capable warships ‘to boost
the ability to fight in regional sea
wars’ using high-tech weaponry. In
an interview with China’s official
Xinhua news agency ahead of the
navy’s 60th anniversary next week,

he also said the navy would
improve its ability to operate on the
high seas. Other officials in recent
months have talked about China
building its first aircraft carrier,
adding to U.S. concerns that China
wants to project its power” (“China,
Friend or Foe?,” April 18, 2009).

Yet, it is important to realize
that for many decades the Chinese
viewed themselves as also-rans on
the world scene—a terrible embar-
rassment for a nation that valued its
historical past as a great world
power. Despite China’s past glories,
the nation had for many centuries
been held back by a series of weak
governments and misguided efforts.
China was constantly finding itself
dominated by the Americans or the
British. Then, the communist revo-

lution began—and suddenly, mil-
lions of Chinese began to have a
sense of pride in their own govern-
ment, which they had lacked
before. Certainly, communism is
not the answer to mankind’s prob-
lems. Nevertheless, it gave millions
of Chinese a sense of meaning, and
gradually the nation began to gain a
degree of confidence and, slowly,
even material prosperity and mili-
tary power it had not enjoyed for
many, many decades. So it is not
unusual to think that such a nation
would want to regain some of its
dominance in Southeast Asia. 

Many are starting to take
notice. Respected investment advi-
sor Jim Rogers not long ago moved
his family from the United States to
Singapore, stating his desire to be

closer to where the “real action” is
in the coming world economic sys-
tem. Rogers is famous for telling
interviewers that he has advised his
daughters to learn Mandarin
Chinese so as to be prepared for the
future! What is his rationale? Here
is what he told TIME magazine
recently: “Throughout history, the
center of the world has shifted to
where the capital is, where the
assets are. You don’t see any period
in history where things are shifting
to the debtors, and America’s the
largest debtor nation in the history
of the world. Unless something’s
different this time, unless the
world’s changed very, very dramati-
cally, the center of the influence, the
center of power, the center of the
earth, the center of the globe, is

going to be shifting towards Asia,
because that’s where all the money
is. Have you ever heard of anybody
saying, “Let’s go to where all of the
debtors are”? It just doesn’t happen
that way” (“Q&A: Investment Guru
Jim Rogers,” April 28, 2009).

Is Rogers right? Or is some-
thing about to change very, very
dramatically? The real question is:
Where will all this lead? What is
truly going to happen? What does
the inspired word of God indicate?

God’s Revelation

In several places in your Bible,
God clearly indicates that He is in
charge of all major world events. In
the book of Daniel, we read that
ancient King Nebuchadnezzar was
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driven out of power for seven years
and made to eat grass like oxen in
order to teach him a lesson. What
was that lesson? God answers,
“Seven times shall pass over you
until you know that the Most High
rules in the kingdom of men, and
gives it to whomever He chooses”
(Daniel 4:32). Even most professing
Christians do not understand the
reality of God’s ultimate authority
and how real God is. But, in this
generation, they will begin to under-

stand—since God is beginning to
intervene powerfully in human
affairs as never before. Again, the
inspired word of God tells us,
“The LORD brings the counsel of the
nations to nothing; He makes the
plans of the peoples of no effect.
The counsel of the LORD stands for-
ever, the plans of His heart to all
generations” (Psalm 33:10–11).

Although China is becoming—
and will increasingly continue to
become—one of the most powerful

and influential nations in the world,
your Bible clearly reveals that it will
not become the major threat to
America. And our 21st century will
not be “China’s century.”

Rather, God’s inspired word
tells us that a powerful empire will
arise in Europe—one that will, in
fact, dominate the entire earth in eco-
nomic and trading matters. And—if
we let the Bible interpret the Bible—
we do not need to “guess” who this
power is, or where it might arise.

Heaven on Earth?

One of China’s ancient names was Tian Chao—literally “the Empire of Heaven.” The reality of life for many
Chinese, however, has often been far from heavenly. Throughout Chinese history, several movements have
sprung up hoping to create a long-desired heaven on Earth. What lessons can we learn from them?

In August 1851, upon declaring himself the absolute ruler of what he called Taiping Tien-Quo—the Heavenly
Kingdom of Great Peace—a failed Chinese civil servant named Hong Xiuquan began a military campaign that
would eventually give him control of vast regions of central and south China. By March 1853, Hong’s forces had
captured the major city of Nanking and made it their capital, from which his “Taiping Rebellion” fended off Qing
Dynasty attacks until the kingdom finally fell to Qing forces in 1864, shortly after Hong’s death.

Hong replaced the old Confucian exam system with one based nominally on the Bible. He prohibited slav-
ery, prostitution and gambling. He forebade the use of opium, alcohol and tobacco. He abolished private prop-
erty and made the state the sole owner of land. And he preached a hodgepodge of biblical and heterodox ideas,
intermingled with the idea that he was divine—the younger brother of Jesus Christ.

What was the result of Hong’s utopian vision? In fewer than 20 years, his army of more than a million soldiers
had engaged itself in violent battles leading to the deaths of at least 20 million Chinese soldiers and civilians.

When People’s Army rebels took control of China in 1949, state atheism put an end to the idea of the 
emperor as a divine ruler. But the old desire for “Heaven on Earth” remained. Beginning with the Great Leap
Forward (1958–61) and continuing through the Cultural Revolution (1966–76), Communist leader Mao Zedong
promoted policies that he hoped would bring about a revitalization of China’s economy, but that instead led to
famine and starvation, and later to widespread political murder—ultimately responsible for the deaths of as
many as 30 million Chinese!

Indeed, China’s attempts at creating “Heaven on Earth” have fared no better than attempts made by utopi-
ans and dictators in Europe and America, nor anywhere else in the world. The aspiration for a heavenly kingdom
is universal, but has never been achieved.

A time iiss coming, however, when human beings wwiillll truly experience “Heaven on Earth.” At the return of
Jesus Christ, the Kingdom of Heaven will be established on Earth for a thousand years (Revelation 20:4–6), with
an actual physical “Headquarters” in Jerusalem where Jesus Christ will have His throne. Note that this will be the
Kingdom ooff Heaven, not a Kingdom “in” Heaven. After this time (also called the “Millennium”) has passed, God
will convene the Great White Throne Judgment (Revelation 20:11–15) when all those who lived and died without
having their minds opened to the true Gospel will have their first (and only) opportunity for salvation, after
which every human being will either have been resurrected to eternal life, or condemned to eternal death for
rebellion against God.

Finally, after the Millennium and Great White Throne Judgment have passed, the “New Jerusalem” will
descend to a renewed Earth (Revelation 21:2), which will become the “Headquarters” of God’s heavenly rule over
the entire universe. God speed that day!

—William Bowmer
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For, as nearly all Bible students
know, Almighty God revealed
through Daniel a series of four king-
doms which would arise on the
world scene—the fourth finally
being uprooted by the “fifth king-
d o m ”  w h i c h
will be the liter-
al government
of God under
J e s u s  C h r i s t
( D a n i e l
2 : 3 6 – 4 5 ) .
Describing the
“ fourth  k ing-
d o m , ”  G o d ’s
word tells us,
“In the days of
these kings the God of heaven will
set up a kingdom which shall never
be destroyed; and the kingdom shall
not be left to other people; it shall
break in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms and it shall stand
forever” (v. 44). Combining the
descriptions of these four dominant
empires given in Daniel 2 and
Daniel 7, it is clear that the “fourth
beast” is the Roman Empire. God
picks up the story in Revelation 13.
Here we have a description of the
“revived” Roman Empire extending
into the Middle Ages. For although
the original Roman Empire fell in
476AD with a “deadly wound,” that
wound was “healed” by Justinian
reviving the Holy Roman Empire in
554AD—with six more revivals to
follow (Revelation 13:3).

John further describes this
empire: “So they worshiped the
dragon who gave authority to the
beast; and they worshiped the beast,
saying, ‘Who is like the beast? Who
is able to make war with him?’ And
he was given a mouth speaking
great things and blasphemies, and
he was given authority to continue
for forty-two months. Then he
opened his mouth in blasphemy
against God, to blaspheme His
name, His tabernacle, and those
who dwell in heaven, and it was

granted to him to make war with
the saints and to overcome them.
And authority was given him over
every tribe, tongue, and nation”
(Revelation 13:4–7). This empire
was a very powerful empire,

w h i c h —
under the
influence of
the papacy—
horribly per-
secuted the
true saints of
God and vir-
t u a l l y
stamped out
the Church
of God dur-

ing the Dark Ages.
But then, in his inspired vision,

John sees “another beast coming up
out of the earth” (v.
11). This beast looked
like a “lamb”—as
J e s u s  C h r i s t  i s
described as a Lamb
throughout the Bible.
And yet this beast
“spoke like a dragon.”
And the term “drag-
on” is used through-
out this very book—
t h e  b o o k  o f
R e v e l a t i o n — t o
d eno t e  S a t a n  t h e
Devil “who deceives
t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d ”
(Revelation 12:9).

T h e  “ s e c o n d
beast,” described in
Revelation 13:11–18,
is clearly a great reli-
g i o u s  p o w e r t h a t
deceives all mankind.
This power will also
perform awesome mir-
acles at the end of this
age .  “He performs
great signs, so that he
even makes fire come
down from heaven on
the earth in the sight
o f  m e n .  A n d  h e

deceives those who dwell on the
earth by those signs which he was
granted to do in the sight of the
beast, telling those who dwell on
the earth to make an image to the
beast who was wounded by the
sword and lived” (vv. 13–14).

The beginnings of this religio-
political power are now occurring
on the European continent. This
power will appear to “do good” at
first, but will ultimately take over
the religious, financial and political
reins of power in the Western
world. And its dominance in trade
and finances will even extend all
over the earth.

Revelation 18 describes this
power—as a modern “Babylon.”
For God’s word states, “For all the
nations have drunk of the wine of
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the wrath of her fornication, the
kings of the earth have committed
fornication with her, and the mer-
chants of the earth have become
rich through the abundance of her
luxury” (Revelation 18:3).

But finally, God describes the
downfall of this system, when the
“merchants of the earth will weep
and mourn over her, for no one
buys their merchandise anymore”
(v. 11). As God’s word states, “‘For
in one hour such great riches came
to nothing.’ Every shipmaster, all
who travel by ship, sailors, and as
many as trade on the sea, stood at a
distance and cried out when they
saw the smoke of her burning, say-
ing, ‘What is like this great city?’”
(vv. 17–18). So this mightiest polit-
ical, military and trading power on
earth will be found at the time of
the end—a power dominated and
heavily influenced by a false reli-
gious system: “And in her was
found the blood of prophets and
saints, and of all who were slain on
the earth” (v. 24).

Whose Century 
Will It Be?

No, our 21st century will ulti-
mately not be the “Century of
China” that many political and
economic forecasters are expecting.
And, despite Europe’s brief ascen-
dancy in the years just ahead, nei-
ther will it be the “Century of
Europe.” For the word of God
makes it clear: Jesus Christ will
soon return, making it the Century
of Jesus Christ!

Right after describing the total
destruction of the final “beast”
empire, God’s word tells us, “After
these things I heard a loud voice of
a great multitude in heaven, saying,
‘Alleluia! Salvation and glory and
honor and power belong to the
Lord our God!’” (Revelation 19:1).
And in verse 11 God tells us
through John, “Now I saw heaven

opened, and behold, a white horse.
And He who sat on him was called
Faithful and True, and in right-
eousness He judges and makes
war. His eyes were like a flame of
fire, and on His head were many
crowns. He had a name written 
t h a t  n o  o n e  k n e w  e x c e p t
Himself. He was clothed with a
robe dipped in blood, and His
name is called The Word of
God. And the
a r m i e s  i n
h e a v e n ,
c l o t h e d
in fine linen,
w h i t e  a n d
c l e a n ,  f o l -
l owed  H im
o n  w h i t e
horses. Now
o u t  o f  H i s
mouth goes
a sharp sword, that with it He
should strike the nations. And He
Himself will rule them with a rod
of iron. He Himself treads the wine-
press of the fierceness and wrath of
Almighty God. And He has on His
robe and on His thigh a name writ-
ten: KING OF KINGS AND LORD
OF LORDS” (vv. 11–16).

So where will it all end? It will
end with the soon-coming return
of the “King of kings”—the
supreme Monarch, Jesus Christ,
who will descend from heaven in
magnificent glory! Then, the “last
trumpet” will sound and angelic
voices proclaim, “The kingdoms of
this world have become the king-
doms of our Lord and of His Christ,
and He shall reign forever and ever”
(Revelation 11:15).

Throughout the Bible, God
gives us clear indications that we
should “watch” for the fulfillment
of His inspired prophecies. For He—
and He alone—knows the end from
the beginning. No Chinese naval
force figures in Scripture’s end-time
prophetic panorama—but could a
200 million-man land force from

the east (Revelation 9:16) be
amassed without China? Knowing
Bible prophecy allows us to watch
China’s build-up with information
the world’s political pundits do not
have!

While the world keeps its eyes
on China, students of God’s word
will know that the “real action”
takes place in Europe and the
Middle East. Ten nations or groups

of nations will
c o a l e s c e
u n d e r  a
supreme dic-
t a t o r  y o u r
Bible calls the
“ B e a s t . ”  A
“King of the
South” from
s o u t h  o f
Jerusa lem—
an area where

we find the Arab Muslim nations—
will lead its forces into a dramatic
conflict with this European “Beast”
power and usher in the final end-
time sequence of wars that will cul-
minate in the return of Jesus
Christ!

Yes, this will take a number
of years to come to pass fully. But
while we wait and watch, we
need to remain alert to the great
purpose Almighty God is work-
ing out here below—teaching
human beings that our ways do
not bring peace. That the human
race is not capable of governing
itself. That a Spirit-led World
Government under Jesus Christ
is the only solution to the horri-
fying anguish and suffering that
is increasingly affecting every
nation on earth.

Truly, each of us must heart-
feltly and urgently obey Jesus
Christ’s command: “Watch there-
fore, and pray always that you may
be counted worthy to escape all
these things that will come to pass,
and to stand before the Son of
Man” (Luke 21:36).
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QUESTION: When I read your magazine, I realize how deeply Jesus Christ wanted His fol-
lowers to obey Him. But after years of prayer and Bible study, I find that I am not able
to obey Him and grow spiritually as much as I would like to. There are some who say all
I need to do is “believe”—and I do believe—so why do I find it so hard to obey Jesus’ com-
mands?

ANSWER: Certainly, belief is your essential first
step in becoming a Christian. But what must you
believe—and then do? Jesus said, “He who
believes and is baptized will be saved; but he
who does not believe will be condemned” (Mark
16:16). Notice that simply believing is not suffi-
cient. We read: “You believe that there is one
God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and
tremble!” (James 2:19). Acting on your belief, by
receiving baptism, is essential. But what must
come before baptism? Notice that on the Day of
Pentecost, the Apostle Peter told the crowd,
“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins;
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”
(Acts 2:38).

Before his baptism, the Apostle Paul thought
he had been “blameless” in his fervent obedience
to God’s law (Philippians 3:5–6). Only after God
struck him down on the road to Damascus did
Paul begin to realize that he had been engaged
in a futile effort to obtain salvation by his own
works. But did Paul always find it easy to over-
come the pulls of the flesh and to obey God?
Notice what he wrote: “I find then a law, that evil
is present with me, the one who wills to do good.
For I delight in the law of God according to the
inward man. But I see another law in my mem-
bers, warring against the law of my mind, and
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which
is in my members. O wretched man that I am!
Who will deliver me from this body of death? I
thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So
then, with the mind I myself serve the law of
God, but with the flesh the law of sin” (Romans
7:21–25).

Yes, even after baptism Paul knew he had to
use his human will, united with the Holy Spirit,
to overcome the sinful tendencies he found in

himself. Baptism is not some kind of “magic bul-
let” that makes us perfect, nor does it absolve us
of the need to obey God. What it does do is
give us God’s help in obeying Him. It does this
through His gift of the Holy Spirit, and through
the forgiveness He gives when we repent sin-
cerely of our disobedience. “If we confess our
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 
(1 John 1:9).

Jesus Christ, the Word of God (John 1:1–5),
came to this earth to live in the flesh among
mankind, demonstrating that we as human
beings can obey our Creator’s laws—not by our
own power, but by the might of God living in us,
as it did in Him. “Who, in the days of His flesh,
when He had offered up prayers and supplica-
tions, with vehement cries and tears to Him who
was able to save Him from death, and was heard
because of His godly fear, though He was a Son,
yet He learned obedience by the things which He
suffered” (Hebrews 5:7–8). Yes, Christ suffered,
learned obedience—and displayed faith! 

What about works?  We read that “faith by
itself, if it does not have works, is dead. But some-
one will say, ‘You have faith, and I have works.’
Show me your faith without your works, and I
will show you my faith by my works” (James
2:17–18).

Works—our demonstrated obedience to the
demands of our faith—are not the means of our
salvation. They are the results of our faith being
lived, through the power of the Holy Spirit.

If God is calling you to true repentance and
proper baptism, we encourage you to contact
our regional office nearest you, listed on page 30
of this magazine. With God’s help, you can obey
Him and experience the joy and many blessings
that come from living God’s way!
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hether it is global warming gone amok in movies like
The Day After Tomorrow, or giant meteors crashing

into Earth in films such as Armageddon and Deep
Impact, moviemakers seem to have it in for planet Earth

and its people! Apparently, digitally crafted scenes of mass destruction
make a lot of money.

November 2009 brings a new entry into this cinematic category:
Roland Emmerlich’s epic 2012. This “end of the world”-themed film
assaults viewers’ senses with scenes of unimaginable destruction, as
moviegoers watch helpless human beings struggling to survive. Using
state-of-the-art digital effects, the movie offers terrifying scenes of cat-
aclysmic volcanic eruptions, unprecedented seismic activity (even
throwing entire coastal cities into a hungry ocean!) and startlingly
realistic tsunamis of unimaginable height, topping even the world’s
greatest mountain ranges.

Yet, behind all the computer graphics, the film 2012 is rooted in a
very real-world phenomenon: the mounting hysteria surrounding the
year 2012—specifically, the date December 21, 2012. Growing numbers

By Wallace G. Smith

of prognosticators are predicting Earth’s
cataclysmic destruction on that date—
while, at the other end of the spectrum,
some are expecting the dawn of a golden
“New Age” for Earth and its inhabitants.

Amazingly enough, millions of people
seem to be taking these predictions seri-
ously. People and groups from nations all
over the world are stockpiling food and
supplies—even cashing in their life sav-
ings in order to buy land on remote moun-
taintops—all in “preparation” for the
earth-shattering events they believe will
occur in December 2012.

What is behind this “2012 frenzy”?
Why do so many believe that December
21, 2012 will be the end of the world?
And how should Christians react to these
predictions? Is there any way to truly
know what lies ahead?

Why December 21, 2012?

To understand why so many consider
the date December 21, 2012 so important,
we need to take a look at the ancient Mayan
civilization—a culture that flourished for a
time in the Mesoamerican region between
North and South America.

The Mayans kept many different calen-
dars to track various time cycles. One is
what scholars call the “Long Count
Calendar”—marking the days that have
passed since the Mayans’ mythical creation
date in August of 3114BC. According to the
Long Count Calendar, December 21, 2012
marks the end of a 5,100-year-long era.

In popular culture, many have inter-
preted this date as the “end” of the Mayan
calendar. But that is where the history les-
son stops—and modern “New Age” fan-
tasies begin! Indeed, 2012 has become
the adopted focal point of an astounding
menagerie of New Age, astrological or
occult messages concerning what is to
come in the days ahead.

For many, 2012 is their expected “end
of the world”—but just how it ends, or
what that end means, depends on whom
you ask. Some are predicting that a devas-
tating worldwide flood will occur that
year (in contradiction to Genesis
9:11–17)! Others anticipate a cataclysmic

By Wallace G. Smith

Just what does Hollywood have against planet Earth?

W



November–December 2009 11

www.tomorrowsworld.orgwww.tomorrowsworld.org

disruption of the earth’s magnetic
field. Some even predict that the
earth itself will flip in space, sud-
denly switching poles or rotating in
the opposite direction. Still others
foresee solar flares scarring the
earth’s surface, or forces from a rare
“galactic alignment” wreaking
unpredictable havoc on our planet.

Another group of 2012 devo-
tees fervently believes that the gov-
ernments and scientists of the
world are hiding information about
a coming planet or small star that
will collide or nearly collide with
the earth in 2012—truly a conspir-
acy of unfathomable proportions!

At Cornell University, astronomy
graduate student Ann Martin says
many people are scared. “‘It’s too bad
that we’re getting e-mails from fourth-
graders who are saying that they’re
too young to die,’ Martin said. ‘We
had a mother of two young children
who was afraid she wouldn’t live to
see them grow up’” (Associated Press,
October 11, 2009).

Yet, on the other side of the
2012 frenzy, there are some who
expect December 21, 2012 to usher
in an “evolution” of mankind—a
new era of peace, love and happi-
ness that will be nothing short of
the “Age of Aquarius” sung about in
the hippie counter-cultural musical
Hair! This new age of enlighten-
ment, depending on your source,
may involve contact with extrater-
restrial beings, extra-dimensional
intelligences, or the widespread
acceptance of mind-altering drugs
and hallucinogens as part of the
expected “galactic alignment.”

Apparently, whatever idea you
have for the future of mankind—
death, destruction, drugs or deliver-
ance—the place for it on your cal-
endar is December 21, 2012!

Consider the Source

Faced with such a bewildering
array of predictions, we might

understandably stop and ask:
“Where in the world did all of these
ideas come from?”

Interestingly, although these
ideas are often tied to the Mayans,
their ancient culture actually
prophesied nothing of the sort! As
Dr. Stephen Houston, anthropolo-
gist at Brown University and Maya
hieroglyphic specialist, observed,
“These prophecies of doom really
don’t have any basis in what we
know about the Maya... The Maya
descriptions barely talk about this
event” (ABC News, “Will the World
End in 2012?”, July 3, 2008).

A much more cynical assess-
ment was offered by Dr. Sandra
Noble, the executive director of the
Foundation for the Advancement
of Mesoamerican Studies in
Florida. As USA Today reported on
March 27, 2007: “To render Dec.
21, 2012, as a doomsday or
moment of cosmic shifting, she
says, is ‘a complete fabrication and
a chance for a lot of people to cash
in.’” (“Does Maya calendar predict
2012 apocalypse?”).

Indeed, the hysteria concerning
the year 2012 is a modern phenome-
non with modern, New Age origins!

Many of the most influential
popularizers of “2012-ology” have
openly admitted that their ideas
came to them through the use of hal-
lucinogenic and psychedelic drugs,
such as dimethyltryptamine, or
DMT. These individuals claim that
their drug use enables them to
achieve states of “enlightened con-
sciousness” and “shamanic vision”—
allowing them to talk with and gain
knowledge from strange, extra-
dimensional beings. Many who are
fascinated with the thought of world-
changing events in the year 2012 are
unaware of the “chemically assisted”
sources of the information they have
been given.

Even the scientific-sounding
“galactic alignment” theory is full of
holes. Robert Bonadurer, director of

the Daniel M. Soref Planetarium at
the Milwaukee Public Museum, has
stated clearly that there is no such
alignment on that date (“Did the
ancient Mayans predict the end of
the world?” Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel, April 18, 2009). 

Properly understood, the so-
called “galactic alignment” is not a
scientific concept coming from the
realm of physics or astronomy.
Rather, it is superstition belonging
to the realm of astrology—the
aspect of the occult that believes the
arrangement of various heavenly
bodies can powerfully and invisibly
influence the destiny of people on
the earth.

As we can see, when placed
“under the microscope,” the true
origins of the 2012 phenomenon
come sharply and disturbingly into
focus: astrology and occultism, psy-
chedelic drug use and shamanism,
spiritualism and “channeling”—
and, of course, the simple desire for
monetary gain by those banking on
the gullibility of the masses.

A Christian Evaluation

When facing such wild asser-
tions, a true Christian must obey
the biblical command, “Prove all
things; hold fast that which is
good” (1 Thessalonians 5:21, KJV).
How do the sources and claims con-
cerning December 21, 2012 hold up
to the test of Scripture? Will you
believe and obey your Bible?

Concerning the use of astrology
and celestial alignments to divine the
future, the Bible is clear: “Thus says
the LORD: ‘Do not learn the way of
the Gentiles; do not be dismayed at
the signs of heaven, for the Gentiles
are dismayed at them’” (Jeremiah
10:2). Christians are clearly com-
manded to avoid the practice and
predictions of astrology!

Is the use of psychedelic and
hallucinogenic drugs condemned in
Scripture? Yes! Many do not realize



it, but the drug-related practices of
modern-day “shamans”—as well as
attempts to “channel” or contact
“extra-dimensional beings”—are
thousands of years old. Biblically,
these practices are described as div-
ination, sorcery, spiritism and the
use of mediums and “familiar spir-
its,” and God absolutely condemns
them as an abomination in His eyes
(Deuteronomy 18:10–12; Leviticus
19:31; Leviticus 20:27, et al.)!

There really is no reason at all for
someone who believes in the God of
the Bible to be caught up in the hys-
teria surrounding the year 2012!

But What Does the
Future Hold?

And yet, to even the most casu-
al observer, it is clear that we are liv-
ing in unique times. In fact, for
those expecting Jesus Christ’s immi-
nent return, these days are more
than unique—they are prophetic!

In the last few years we have
seen the global economy teeter on
the edge of collapse, terrorism grow
to horrifying proportions, and dis-
concerting chaos and confusion in
the political arena. Weather systems
seem to grow ever more violent and
natural disasters ever more brutal.
The world’s greatest nation—the
once “invulnerable” United States—
has been humbled as never before.
Rogue nations and unstable regimes
seem intent on obtaining nuclear
weapons, and the world seems on
the brink of unprecedented change!

Is there any way to actually
know what is ahead? Is there a time-
tested and reliable guide to what the
future holds—and what actions we
can take for our sake and the sake
of our families and loved ones?
Yes, there is!
God tells us plainly that “when

they say to you, ‘Seek those who are
mediums and wizards, who whisper
and mutter,’ should not a people seek
their God?” (Isaiah 8:19). Yes, we

should seek our Creator’s wisdom,
not that of New Age “prophets.”

The Almighty God is the one
who can explain what lies ahead!
“Remember the former things of old,
for I am God, and there is no other; I
am God, and there is none like Me,
declaring the end from the begin-
ning, and from ancient times things
that are not yet done, saying, ‘My
counsel shall stand, and I will do all
My pleasure’” (Isaiah 46:9–10).

Yes, God does reveal the future
to those who are
willing to listen.
What He reveals
is laid out in the
pages of your
Bible.

God’s word
r e v e a l s  t h a t
i n c r e d i b l e
calamities will
befall our planet
in the years just
ahead! In partic-
ular, the Bible
warns of horrible
devastation coming upon the United
States and the British-descended
peoples, leading to the complete 
collapse of these nations as world
powers! It tells, as well, of war ulti-
mately breaking out between a
German-led European super-state
against nations to the south and east
of it. However, Bible prophecy guar-
antees us that this world will not
end in 2012, nor will a new global
age of peace, prosperity and joy be
ushered in at that time. Scripture
details powerful events of devastat-
ing impact that must take place dur-
ing the three-and-a-half years prior
to Christ’s return.  Those events
have not begun as of November
2009, so we can be sure that Christ’s
return will not take place in (or
before) December 2012.

Of course, any of us may die at
any time, so our personal “end of the
world” may come long before Christ’s
return—meaning that we must live

our lives today as if Jesus Christ were
going to judge us tonight!

What, then, does Bible prophe-
cy tell us will happen in the years
just ahead? It reveals that the world
will indeed be shattered by events
that will soon occur—perhaps even
before 2012!

Scripture tells of coming natu-
ral disasters—and supernatural dis-
asters—of terrible scale and scope!
Describing the end-times to His dis-
ciples, Jesus said: “Nation will rise

against nation, and
kingdom against
k i n g d o m .  A n d
there will be great
earthquakes in vari-
ous places, and
famines and pesti-
lences; and there
w i l l  b e  f e a r f u l
sights and great
signs from heaven”
(Luke 21:10–11).
Ultimately, these
events will affect all
nations, on a scale

never before seen on earth! Later in
the same chapter, Christ warned
that “there will be signs in the sun,
in the moon, and in the stars; and
on the earth distress of nations,
with perplexity, the sea and the
waves roaring; men’s hearts failing
them from fear and the expectation
of those things which are coming
on the earth, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken” (vv.25–26).
These will not be astrological
“signs” or “alignments”—they will
be real, earth-shattering events in
the heavens and on the earth (cf.
Revelation 6, 8)! People will literal-
ly be scared to death by the events
to come, described in the book of
Revelation and in many Old
Testament prophecies as well!

Unlike the many vague so-called
“prophecies” related to the over-
hyped 2012 phenomenon, your Bible
specifically describes coming events
for which we should be watchful. For
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example, God’s word warns of global
religious deception—part of which is
already at work—and the rise of a
miracle-working false prophet (2
Thessalonians 2:7–12, Revelation
13:11–15). It tells of a world-domi-
nating military and economic power
rising in Europe, led by a powerful
Germany, that will be unlike any
empire the world has ever seen
(Revelation 13:1–4). We are also told
to watch for a group of Arab nations
achieving a unity that has previously
escaped them (Psalm 83:4–7).

Meanwhile, in contrast to the
vague “something’s going to hap-
pen” sentiment attached to the 2012
hysteria, there are many powerful
and specific details laid out for us in
Scripture—events to look for before
Jesus Christ returns to establish His
Kingdom of peace and power over
the nations! But will the world wake
up and pay attention?  Will you?

What You Must Do!

One of the greatest deceptions
brought about by the vast collection
of 2012 predictions is the sense that
humanity’s “date with destiny” is
simply that—an essentially arbi-
trary date.

However, your Bible explains that
the coming cataclysmic events will
occur not because of some seemingly
random date on a calendar, but rather
because of the sinfulness of stubborn
human beings and their unwillingness
to submit to Almighty God!

These events will occur because
of unrepentant nations—nations
that have been blessed extraordi-
narily by a loving and merciful God
who is faithful to His promises—
nations that will not respond to
Him with thanks and obedience and
which continue to thumb their
noses at their Creator. This is not
“random happenstance” or “cosmic
coincidence”! God reminds us: “If a
trumpet is blown in a city, will not
the people be afraid? If there is

calamity in a city, will not the LORD

have done it?” (Amos 3:6).
Unlike a celestial arrangement of

the planets or stars, which we cannot
avoid, God gives each of us a choice.
We can repent: that is, we can read
God’s word, learn His ways—which
were commanded for our good—and
we can change our lives. Forget the
“2012ers” who are looking to pur-
chase space on mountaintops, or
who are hoarding gold and guns. The
Bible says in many passages that
those approaches simply will not
work (cf. Ezekiel 7:14–19)!

Rather, consider the words of
Jesus Christ: “But take heed to your-
selves, lest your hearts be weighed
down with carousing, drunkenness,
and cares of this life, and that Day
come on you unexpectedly. For it
will come as a snare on all those 
who dwell on the face of the whole
earth. Watch therefore, and pray
always that you may be
counted  wor thy  to
escape all these things
that will come to pass,
and to stand before the
Son of Man” (Luke
21:34–36).

For those who
repent—who are will-
ing to look into God’s
word, read what it
says, and actually put
it into practice in their
lives—God offers pro-
tection from the terri-
ble times ahead. If you
will make that life-
changing choice, the
many coming calami-
ties the Bible prophe-
sies actually become
signs of great hope. As
Christ tells us in Luke
21:28, “Now when
these things begin to
happen, look up and
lift up your heads,
because your redemp-
tion draws near.”

Yes, these prophesied events
have an end—a purpose. Jesus Christ
will soon return! After breaking the
resistance of rebellious and stubborn
humanity, He will usher in the
Kingdom of God—a time of joy,
abundance and peace unlike any-
thing humanity has ever known!
People will learn to live life the way
God actually designed it to be lived,
in an intimate relationship with their
very Creator. And what will happen
to those who, in this life and in these
days, learned to obey their Creator
and to keep His commandments in a
world that hated those command-
ments? They will rule alongside
Jesus Christ, working under Him to
teach the world, in glory and power
such as could never be imagined in a
thousand lifetimes!

That is the truth—and it offers
so much more hope than some date
on a dusty, ancient calendar!
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After rejecting the Lisbon Treaty in a June 2008
plebiscite, Irish voters on October 2 this year ratified the
controversial measure, which effectively binds their
nation into a tighter political and economic union with
the Eurozone. But while many are pondering the elec-
tion results, the fact of the matter is that throughout the
European Union, voters have surpris-
ingly little say, as an unelected
European Commission initiates
most legislation. The elected
European Parliament may be able to
debate proposed legislation, but it
does not truly have the final say. Did
Irish public opinion actually change
so dramatically between the June
2008 “No” vote and the October 2009
“Yes”? Or was this merely another case
of EU “power politics” forcing its will
on a nation that ultimately had no real
choice in the matter?

From Small Beginnings

The impetus to create a European Union sprang
from the devastating results of two World Wars fought
largely on the fields of Europe, as nations still reeling
from World War II sought to stabilize their nations’
economies and prevent future wars among European
neighbors.

What started as the European Coal and Steel
Community in 1951 expanded to a European Economic
Community in 1958, then after 1993 saw the birth of
the European Union as we know it today. “Eurosceptics”
suggest that the EU, with its several bureaucratic struc-
tures atop and beside one another, has employed a
deliberate lack of transparency to hide its actual eventu-
al goal—formation of a true federal union of Europe—
from Europe’s politicians. Eurosceptics charge that the
EU’s master strategists used duplicity to trick nations
and their leaders into joining an economic union that
they had falsely promised would not develop into a
political and military entity.

Maybe Europe’s national leaders should have read
what German politician Franz Josef Strauss (1915–88),
the Bavarian leader of his nation’s Christian Social
Union, wrote in his landmark 1966 book, The Grand
Design: “We must now consider the problem of how this

Europe is to be achieved… There
are two possible conceptions here.
The first is that of a European
commonwealth, a welfare com-
munity of nations with growing
economic, trade and living stan-
dards, but without a central
political goal or the determina-
tion to achieve it. The more
desirable alternative is a Europe
growing in stages, determined
to assert its role in the world,
exercising increasing influ-

ence and attraction… growing in confidence and world
importance” (pp. 21–22, emphasis mine).

Strauss continued, “The balance of power can only
be re-established on the European continent if the clas-
sic nineteenth-century pentarchy of Britain, France,
Germany, Austria-Hungary and Russia is succeeded by a
confederation which will in due course develop into a
federation” (p. 23).

Franz Josef Strauss’s second option has clearly
become the preferred choice for the new Europe.

Zeitgeist

What Europe is now experiencing is a renaissance.
It is not just a rebirth of art and culture but of identity.
The Germans have a word—zeitgeist—to describe the
recrudescence of an old time. Zeitgeist has no adequate
English translation, but the concept is somewhat like
“the spirit of the time.” German philosophers and writ-
ers of the late nineteenth century took the word, coined
by Johann Herder in 1769, and developed it to mean a
“guiding spirit” for Germany and its destiny in Europe.
It evoked the times of the Teutonic knights and the
domination of Europe by the Holy Roman Empire. We
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could very well be at a time when old spirits will rise
again and kindle Europe’s dream of influencing a far
wider world than just its own continent.

Ever so gradually, the EU has been replacing the
infrastructure and symbols of its member countries.
National laws and institutions are giving way to supra-
national entities controlled from Brussels. As this
process continues, one striking image is appearing more
and more frequently on European Union official docu-
ments—a bull moving forward amidst five stars—an
image hearkening back to an ancient Greek myth. But
what exactly does it mean?

A Woman Sits Astride a Bull

The bull we find on EU documents hearkens back
to the ancient Greek myth of Europa, in which the god
Zeus, manifested as a bull, seduces the lovely young
Phoenician princess Europa. “Uncommonly gentle, the
bull inspired no fear. Decking its horns with flowers,
Europa climbed upon its back, whereupon the bull—
Zeus—took off at a trot and dived into the sea”
(European Union Law, Chalmers et al., Cambridge
University Press, p. vii).

Your Bible often uses a “woman” as the symbol of a
church. In today’s EU documents we do not yet see a
woman seated upon the bull’s back. But the symbolism
is apt. A powerful yet innocent-seeming force is begin-
ning to shape the destiny of Europe. Bible students rec-
ognize that in the not-too-distant future, when we see a
concordat between Europe’s political and religious insti-
tutions, a key prophecy revealed by Jesus Christ to the
Apostle John will have come to pass. What does the
Bible say will become of the bull and its rider?

Many biblical scholars have drawn a parallel
between the Europa myth and the book of Revelation’s
account of a future Babylonian system that will control
Europe in the end days. In this scenario, a great reli-
gious system symbolized by the Babylonian woman sits
astride a powerful political and military beast.

“…And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast
which was full of names of blasphemy, having seven
heads and ten horns. The woman was arrayed in purple
and scarlet [colors often associated with religious

attire], and adorned with gold and precious stones and
pearls…” (Revelation 17:3–4).

The prophet Daniel was also given visions of this
beast. It was to be the fourth of four beasts spanning the
time from ancient Babylon till the days just ahead. We
read, “The fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom on
earth, which shall be different from all other kingdoms,
and shall devour the whole earth, trample it and break
it in pieces” (Daniel 7:23).

The next verse introduces us to another king who will
“speak pompous words against the Most High, shall per-
secute the saints of the Most High, and shall intend to
change times and law. Then the saints shall be given into
his hand, for a time and times and half a time” (vv. 24–25).

For nearly three and a half years, this prophesied
political and religious union will dominate the world
through trade and regulation. Already we are seeing
how the European Union is setting standards for
trade around the world. International traders have
little choice but to comply with EU standards and
measurements. Soon it will not be possible to export
products unless they meet strict EU standards.
Watch then for rules in the area of employment.
Finally, universal monetary regulation could follow,
building on the established monetary union brought
by the euro.

The garlanded bull of the Europa myth may sound
like a great story, but we should realize that in the bibli-
cal account it does not end “happily ever after.” The
“gentle bull” becomes a raging monster! This beast with
ten horns (kings or rulers in biblical symbolism) will
turn against the woman. “And the ten horns which you
saw on the beast, these will hate the harlot, make her
desolate and naked, eat her flesh and burn her with fire”
(Revelation 17:16). A day will come when the millions
who had sought a strong Europe, reunited under the
banner of its shared religious and political heritage, will
realize they have been deceived!

Would you like to know more about this coming
political-religious system that will change the world?
Please request your free copy of The Beast of Revelation,
which will explain the biblical references behind these
clear prophecies. You will be glad that you did.

—Rod King
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t year’s end, busy shoppers and party-goers
turn their attention to annual Christmas cel-
ebrations. But how often do they stop to
ask: Why?

What do trimming a tree, decorating the house
with lights, stockings, pine boughs and flying reindeer,
hanging mistletoe and taking the children to see Santa
Claus have to do with the birth of Jesus Christ—the
supposed “reason” for the season? Why do sleigh bells
and carols about “peace on earth, good will toward
men” ring hollow as headlines report increasingly vio-
lent crimes, international terrorism, spreading
droughts and famines, continuing wars and declining
morals? Why do so-called Christian nations perpetuate
anti-Christian customs that make life an endless round
of momentarily pleasurable, but largely meaningless,
social activities?

Though credible scholars and historians universal-
ly recognize the fact, the average professing Christian
has no idea that the customs surrounding Christmas
originally had nothing to do with Jesus Christ!

Even the widely held idea that Jesus was born on
December 25 is known to be a fabrication! Contrary
to the common tradition, Jesus was probably born in
the fall, because Scripture recounts that sheep were

in the fields (Luke 2:8)—a situation that would not
exist in December. Jesus was also six months
younger (Luke 1:24–27, 36) than John the Baptist,
who was conceived in late June (after his father had
served the eighth course of Abijah—see Luke 1:5; 1
Chronicles 24:1–19). Josephus, the Jewish historian,
explains that 24 courses of priests served in the tem-
ple for week-long periods twice a year, beginning in
the month of Nisan (in the spring, about April).
John, conceived in June, would have been born in
March, meaning that the six-months-younger Jesus
would have been born in September—not on
December 25!

So, why do people celebrate Christ’s birth on
December 25—even though Scripture nowhere gives
that date, and does not even teach that Christians
should celebrate Christ’s birthday at all? Late December
is the time of the winter solstice, one of the major fes-
tival periods in the ancient world. Historians note “the
birth of many solar saviors and dying gods is celebrat-
ed at this time, usually on December 25th” and that
“Christmas is a wonderful amalgamation of many reli-
gious traditions, ancient and modern, pagan,
Zoroastrian, Jewish, Mithraic, and Christian” (The
Pagan Book of Days, pp. 132–133). Modern Christmas

By Douglas S. WinnailBy Douglas S. Winnail
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is a composite of several year-end
festivals celebrated in pagan Rome.
The Saturnalia, (December 17–21)
was a time of “extravagant deca-
dence” when slaves and masters
traded places for a few days. It was
a season of revelry where the com-
mon greeting was “bona
Saturnalia.” Next came the
Sigillaria—the feast of dolls—on
the 22nd when toys were pur-
chased and given to children. The
Brumalia (December 25) was cele-
brated as the “Birthday of the
Unconquered Sun, when the days
began to lengthen after the sol-
stice” (Christmas and Christmas
Lore, Crippen, p. 7). These were
times of feasting, drinking and
debauchery. The Egyptians also cel-
ebrated the rebirth of the sun in the
form of an infant several thousand
years before the Romans (see The
Golden Bough, St. Martin’s ed., pp.
471–472).

By contrast, the early Christian
Church did not celebrate Jesus’
birthday as long as the teachings of
the Apostles remained intact. In
fact, as late as 245AD, the church
scholar, Origen “repudiated as sinful
the very idea of keeping the birth-
day of Christ” (Encyclopaedia
Britannica, 11th ed.). However, in
an effort to gain converts, “the
church at Rome definitely fixed on
the 25th of December as the birth-
day of the Lord” in the 4th century
(Crippen, p. 6). The choice of the
winter solstice festival and the birth-
day of the sun-god were deliberate.
New “converts” could continue
their popular pagan customs unin-
terrupted—but under a new
“Christian” name! People follow the
same fabricated practice today—
largely ignorant of what is hiding
behind the “Christian” façade.

But have you ever wondered if
there is more to life than this? Have
pagan customs adopted by main-
stream Christianity replaced more
meaningful biblical practices?

The Hidden Dimension

It may come as a surprise, but
the Bible outlines a specific series
of festivals or feast days that the
people of God are commanded to
observe. While many have been
taught that these festivals were Old
Testament practices and are no
longer relevant to Christians, noth-
ing could be further from the truth!
The festivals outlined in Scripture
(see Leviticus 23 and Deuteronomy
16) are extremely significant and
packed with meaning. They outline
God’s plan of salvation for humani-
ty, and reveal the major steps or
events in that plan. The sequence
of the festivals reveals the true pur-
pose of human life! That purpose is
exciting, inspiring—and hum-
bling—yet it has been obscured by
pagan holiday traditions professing
Christian churches have absorbed!
Church services—commanded
assemblies—on each of the Holy
Days review the meaning of the fes-
tivals. Notice what historian W. D.
Davies wrote about early Christian
practices:

“Everywhere, especially in the
East of the Roman Empire, there
would be Jewish Christians whose
outward way of life would not be
markedly different from that of the
Jews. They took for granted that
the gospel was continuous with
[the religion of Moses]; for them
the New Covenant, which Jesus
had set up at the Last Supper with
His disciples… did not mean that
the covenant made between God
and Israel was no longer in force.
They still observed the feasts of
P a s s o v e r ,  P e n t e c o s t  a n d
Tabernacles; they also continued to
be circumcised, to keep the weekly
Sabbath and the Mosaic regulations
concerning food.” [Judeo-chris-
tianisme, “Paul and Jewish
Christianity,” 1972, p. 72, quoted
by Samuele Bacchiocchi, From
Sabbath to Sunday, p. 151].

Historian Edward Gibbon
made a similar observation: “The
first fifteen bishops of Jerusalem
were all circumcised Jews; and the
congregation over which they
presided united the law of Moses
with the doctrine of Christ. It was
natural that the primitive tradition
of a church which was founded
only forty days after the death of
Christ, and was governed almost as
many years under the immediate
inspection of his apostle, should be
received as the standard of ortho-
doxy. The distant churches very fre-
quently appealed to the authority of
their venerable Parent” (The Decline
and Fall of the Roman Empire, chap-
ter 15, section 1, p. 389).

What is this sequence of bibli-
cally ordained festivals?  The annu-
al sequence begins in March-April,
with the Passover, followed by the
Days of Unleavened Bread. The
Passover is an annual reminder of
our need for a Savior and forgive-
ness of sin. The Passover lamb
offered in the Old Testament
(Exodus 12:3–6) foreshadowed the
coming of Jesus Christ to die for the
sins of mankind (John 3:16). Even
after Jesus fulfilled the symbolism
of the sacrificial lamb (Isaiah 53:7;
John 1:29), the Apostles and the
early Church observed the New
Testament Passover (Luke
22:14–16; 1 Corinthians 11:23–26)
as an annual memorial of Christ’s
sacrifice. During the seven Days of
Unleavened Bread, leaven is
removed from dwellings, conveying
the lesson that to obey God we
must put sin (symbolized by leav-
en) out of our lives. This is what
Christian growth—repenting,
changing, growing and overcom-
ing—is all about. The Apostles and
the early Church kept the Days of
Unleavened Bread to perpetuate the
meaning of those days (Acts 2:38;
20:6; 1 Corinthians 5:7–8).

The next New Testament
Church festival, Pentecost, comes



in late May or early June, commem-
orating the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit on the disciples (Acts 2). The
Feast of Pentecost (“pentecost”
comes from the Greek for “count
50”) is also called the Feast of
Harvest or Firstfruits because it
came at the beginning of the sum-
mer harvest. This harvest was small,
picturing God’s plan to call just a
small group of people to salvation
in this present age (Matthew
13:10–17; John 6:44–66; 1
Corinthians 1:26–28), before He
begins working with all
mankind. The annual obser-
vance of Pentecost is a constant
reminder that God has a special
purpose for those called to be
firstfruits (Revelation 14:1–5),
and of the special understand-
ing that comes by receiving and
nourishing the Holy Spirit
(John 14:15–16, 26; 16:13; 2
Timothy 1:6–7).

These first three annual
festivals picture events in
God’s plan of salvation that
have already happened. Jesus
Christ’s death and resurrection
fulfilled the meaning of the
Passover nearly 2,000 years ago,
so we no longer sacrifice a lamb—
but we continue to observe the
Passover at His command as a
memorial of that important event
(Luke 22:19). The Days of
Unleavened Bread picture
Christians’ ongoing process of
putting out sin from our lives. The
events of the Day of Pentecost—
the giving of the Holy Spirit and
the beginning of the New
Testament Church—inaugurated
the Christian era in 31AD.

The next four festivals in God’s
sequence are still prophetic, pictur-
ing major events that have yet to
occur! When we observe these fes-
tivals, we can better understand the
future, and we can have hope.
These festivals outline the remain-
ing steps that will culminate in

God’s plan of salvation for humani-
ty—a plan that has largely been hid-
den from the world by false man-
made holidays such as Christmas!

Revealing the Future

The Feast of Trumpets pictures
a soon-coming event that will
change the course of human history
forever—the return of Jesus Christ.
Bible prophecies associate the
Second Coming of Christ with the
blowing of the seventh trumpet

(Revelation 11:15). Trumpets are
used to make announcements,
mark the feasts and sound alarm
during times of war (Numbers
10:1–10). Cataclysmic events will
precede the Second Coming of
Christ (Matthew 24; Revelation 6;
8; 9). Jesus will return to a planet
torn by war and tribulation to save
mankind from utter self-destruction
(Matthew 24:3–7, 21–22). He will
conquer human armies that will
res i s t  His  re turn  (Reve la t ion
19:11–19). At His return the saints
(the “firstfruits”) will receive
immor t a l i t y  ( 1  Co r i n t h i an s
15:51–54) and reign with Christ on
this earth (Daniel 7:26–27;
Revelation 5:10). The annual obser-
vance of the Feast of Trumpets
keeps us mindful of these incredible
events. It supplies real hope in a
world filled with bad news.

The Day of Atonement pictures
the fact that Satan—the real instiga-

tor of the evils and troubles in this
world—will be bound for a thou-
sand years when Christ returns
(Revelation 20:1–2). This future
event was foreshadowed in the Old
Testament observance of this festi-
val when the priests sent a goat into
the wilderness bearing the sins of
Israel. Though modern translations
of the Bible refer to this animal as
the “scapegoat,” suggesting it was
without guilt, Jewish traditions cor-
rectly identify this goat as symbolic
of the prince of fallen angels—Satan

(Leviticus 16:8–10). The other
goat used in this ceremony,
killed for the sins of the nation,
foreshadowed Jesus Christ’s
sacrifice. God’s command that
we fast on the Day of
Atonement teaches us the need
for humility and reminds us of
our need to become at-one
with God (see Leviticus 23:27;
Psalm 35:13; John 17:11).

The Feast of Tabernacles
pictures the coming of the
Kingdom of God to this earth.

This seven-day festival offers an
annual foretaste of the thousand-
year reign of Jesus Christ and the
saints (Revelation 20:4–6). During
this period, also called the
“Millennium,” the government of
God will bring peace and justice to
this earth and restore all things
(Isaiah 9:6–7; Acts 3:19–21). It will
be a time of harmony (Isaiah
11:6–9), health and abundance
(Isaiah 35; Amos 9:13). The govern-
ment of God will proclaim the laws
of God from Jerusalem to the whole
world (Isaiah 2:2–4). Unlike our
present age, when only a very few
receive the knowledge of God’s Way,
during the Millennium all will be
taught to obey God and experience
the wonderful blessings that come
as a result!

The Last Great Day is the final
festival on God’s annual calendar. It
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It has only been a year since God made me see
that His weekly Holy Day was not on Sunday.

It was quite a shock to me that I had been
wrongly guided and been serving Satan

instead of God. Last night I read
Jeremiah chapter 10, and read until I couldn’t read
anymore. I read how important the Sabbath was and
how important to sanctify it. I’m so mad that I was
misled, but then maybe my heart wasn’t ready for
God to open my mind to see the truth and it took 64
years!  It can be difficult at such an old age to re-start
anew. I get overwhelmed sometimes at all that I have
to do but I do it one step at a time and God opens
my mind to do another when I am ready. It’s not easy
to be a true Christian when you have been a false
one so long. Thank you for sending the magazines. I
have a lot to learn and a lot to change.

M. C., Sainte-Agathe-Des-Monts, QC, Canada

I am deeply saddened how homosexuality has
moved in 30 to 40 years from criminal offence in
the US/UK to a strong political force behind much
of what is wrong in our societies—especially the
break-up of the family. I suggest all people, the
majority, who do not profess to be homosexual,
should be labeled Happies! I want “gay” back!

G. S., Glamorgan, UK

We would like our name taken off the mailing list,
please. We were very surprised to read in one of
your articles about drinking alcohol—how it was
not fully condemned. We don’t want your organi-
zation to send any further copies of your maga-
zine, especially with the economy being as it is.
We appreciate what has been done for us, and we
pray the Lord’s leading for you.

S. E., Cranberry Township, PA

Editor’s Note: Scripture unequivocally condemns
drunkenness (Proverbs 23:20–21; Luke 21:34; 1
Corinthians 5:11–13; Galatians 5:21). But even those
who oppose moderate alcohol use must acknowl-
edge the Apostle Paul’s advice that Timothy should
take “a little” wine for his ailments (1 Timothy 5:23).

In writing to Timothy, Paul used the Greek word
oinos for “wine.”  Paul used that same word oinos
when he admonished the Ephesians, “Do not be
drunk with wine” (Ephesians 5:18). Wine was an
accepted part of the culture of Jesus’ day; even His
parable of the old and new wineskins presumes the
use of alcohol, which during fermentation stretches
the skins (Matthew 9:17). Those who prefer not to
drink should not be pressured into doing so, but
Scripture does approve of the moderate and respon-
sible use of alcohol as one of God’s gifts to mankind
(Genesis 27:28; Deuteronomy 14:26; Psalm 104:15). 

Thanks for your recent article, “Prayer: Our Lifeline to
God” (Tomorrow’s World, May-June 2009). It
strengthened me a lot. I have already finished the 24
lessons of the Tomorrow’s World Bible Study Course,
but your booklets and articles continue to bring me
more understanding of God and the Bible. My
prayers are with you. May God bless you all.

A. V., Lome, Togo

I just finished reading your booklet, Who or What
Is the Antichrist?, by Roderick C. Meredith.  I must
say, it was excellent! I often think about the down-
ward spiral churches around here seem to go, or
the “preach for profit” churches popping up here
and there, and it really bothers me. I am a simple
guy, with simple words, and could never explain
things so elegantly and precisely as this booklet
did. Please continue to keep up the good work. 

J. P., Kenton, DE

Let me express how deeply grateful I am for being
able to complete the Tomorrow’s World Bible
Study Course and receive your booklets for further
instruction. They were useful in more ways than
one, but the outstanding help and spiritual enlight-
enment came when my sister died and I wanted to
know if I would see her again. Your article “Will the
Dead Live Again?” (Tomorrow’s World, March-April
2009) fulfilled the answer to my grief and gave me
supreme comfort. Thank you.

L. A., Erin, Trinidad and Tobago

WWee  eennccoouurraaggee  yyoouu  ttoo  sshhaarree  wwiitthh  uuss  yyoouurr  rreeaaccttiioonnss  ttoo  TToommoorrrrooww’’ss  WWoorrlldd.. PPlleeaassee  ddiirreecctt  yyoouurr
ccoorrrreessppoonnddeennccee  ttoo  ““LLeetttteerrss  ttoo  tthhee  EEddiittoorr””  aatt  oouurr  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  aaddddrreessss,,  oorr  sseenndd  ee--mmaaiill  ttoo  
lleetttteerrss@@ttoommoorrrroowwsswwoorrlldd..oorrgg..  LLeetttteerrss  mmaayy  bbee  eeddiitteedd  ffoorr  ssppaaccee  aanndd  ccllaarriittyy..    RReemmeemmbbeerr  ttoo  

iinncclluuddee  yyoouurr  nnaammee,,  aaddddrreessss  aanndd  ddaayyttiimmee  pphhoonnee  nnuummbbeerr..



If I had thought more about it at the time, I would
have realized it was a bad idea. It was a moonlit winter
night, and I was lost in my music as I drove down the
two-lane highway on my way to pick up my brother in
a nearby town in rural Colorado.
With the stereo blasting some
favorite tunes, my thoughts were
reliving the exciting basketball
game I had just left, in which I
had just seen my high school
team defeat a local arch-rival.
Suddenly, as I absent-mindedly
sped the car around a corner, I
hit an ice-covered section of
road, and my car began to fish-
tail wildly from side to side as I
s t ruggled  to keep i t  under  
control.

But it was no use. Before I knew it, I was spinning
into a ditch on the opposite side of the road, then was
mercifully stopped by a soft bank of recently fallen
snow. Thankfully, the car was not damaged and no one
was injured. But when I saw a commercial passenger
coach speed by in the opposite direction soon after-
ward, I realized how close I had come to what could
have been a terrible fatal tragedy—not just for me, but
for others—if my accident had occurred just a few sec-
onds later.

As a young person, I had been foolishly caught up
in the moment, not thinking about the possible result of
my carelessness. I was having fun—at least until I
found myself backwards in a snowbank! Thankfully, I
was able to learn from the experience without doing
damage to any other people or property. But this is not
always the case. Too often, all it takes is the briefest in-
the-moment carelessness to bring long-lasting—even
life-threatening—consequences.

Today, had I been the careless driver I was so many
years ago, it might have been text messaging instead of

the stereo that took my attention away from the road.
More and more, we see news reports about fatal traffic
accidents caused when distracted drivers are texting while
driving. Young people who want to stay in touch with

their friends—and who feel the
typical invulnerability of youth—
sometimes do not stop to think
about what they are doing. Why
does this happen? Why do some
young people suffer life-long
c on s e qu en c e s  f rom  b r i e f
moments of thoughtlessness? 

Foolish Fads?

Though it may be hard for a
young person to accept,
Proverbs 22:15 makes a simple

statement that can illuminate some young people’s
behavior: “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a
child.” Any parent knows how true this is! From the
time children learn to crawl, it seems that much of a
parent’s time is spent making statements such as, “Don’t
touch that,” “Don’t eat that worm,” “Don’t pull your
dog’s ears,” “Don’t sit on that cactus!”
The Message—a Bible translation that paraphrases

the text and puts it into plain and simple English—puts
Proverbs 22:15 this way: “Young people are prone to
foolishness and fads.” Is this just picking on the young?
I will not deny that older people are also, in their own
way, prone to these problems, but can any young peo-
ple honestly deny that this is also true of them and their
friends? Sometimes a fad may be innocent or just silly,
but when a fad involves risky behavior, too many young
people can find themselves influenced into making
potentially dangerous choices.

For example, most adults would be surprised to
learn about the “sport” of car-surfing, in which a young
person “rides” or stands on the outside of a moving
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vehicle. It just seems like a very bad idea. Yet this odd
sport seems to be gaining popularity with some teens,
as we read that there has been “a steady rise in car-surf-
ing fatalities since 2000, especially in California,
Florida and Texas” (“Neurological injuries from car
surfing,” Journal of Neurosurgery: Pediatrics, July 17,
2009). What would cause anyone to do something so
foolish? Imitation of popular media, the researchers
concluded. Car surfing has been portrayed in teen-tar-
geted movies and video games. But those movies were
made with big budgets—with trained stunt-men care-
fully choreographing the extreme activity. In the video
games, nobody is hurt when a game controller is
pressed the wrong way. By contrast, when eager young
people try to imitate what they have seen—there are
even videos on YouTube showing people doing this—
serious injury can easily result.

Reporting on this odd and extreme “sport,” one
online article asked the question: “Is a teenager’s
propensity for doing really stupid things inevitable, or
must that stupidity be coaxed out of him?” (“How
Media Brings Out the Idiot in Teens,” LiveScience.com,
July 21, 2009).

The Way to Wisdom

Happily, this stereotype does not have to apply to
you. Youthful foolishness is not inevitable! There is a
better way—a way that is the opposite of foolishness!
For those who will heed Him, God has given instruc-
tions that can help anyone, young or old, gain success
in their lives through wisdom!

What is wisdom? One dictionary defines wisdom
as “accumulated philosophic or scientific learning.”
However, a very intellectual person can make very
unwise choices, so there must be something more to it.
A more complete definition of wisdom would be, “the
ability to apply knowledge to everyday life.” For those
who want to follow God, we could say that wisdom is
the ability to apply God’s knowledge in our lives.

King Solomon explained what he hoped readers
would gain from the book of Proverbs: “To know wis-
dom and instruction, to perceive the words of under-
standing, to receive the instruction of wisdom, justice,
judgment, and equity; to give prudence to the simple,
to the young man knowledge and discretion” (Proverbs
1:2–4). The book of Proverbs is a 31-chapter instruc-
tion manual touching almost every aspect of life that a
young person has yet to experience. This is different
from learning by experience alone, or “going to the
school of hard knocks.” King Solomon’s wise words
allow us to gain understanding about different aspects
of life before we live it. This can help us avoid many dis-
appointments and heartaches.

For example, Proverbs includes relevant instruc-
tion about: what friends to avoid (Proverbs 1:10–19;
12:26; 16:29), being diligent (13:4), being honest
(16:13), not bragging (27:2), seeking knowledge
(14:18), avoiding gossip (17:9) and honoring our par-
ents (23:22). These are just a few of the nuggets of truth
within the pages of this book of instruction.

An older person can read Proverbs and look back
on “what might have been” if its instructions had been
followed. The advantage of being young is that you
have your life ahead of you! The choices you make now
will set the path for the rest of your life. You do not
need to make foolish mistakes that could tragically
change your future.

But we should not stop at just avoiding mistakes; we
ought to endeavor to learn what true wisdom is. As
King Solomon wrote: “My son, if you receive my words,
and treasure my commands within you, so that you
incline your ear to wisdom, and apply your heart to
understanding; yes, if you cry out for discernment, and
lift up your voice for understanding, if you seek her as
silver, and search for her as for hidden treasures; then
you will understand the fear of the LORD, and find the
knowledge of God” (Proverbs 2:1–5). This is the way to
wisdom!

—Phil Sena 
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ith the Ten Commandments and prayer barred from
many American classrooms, what is taking their place?

Even though most of the nation’s first and most prominent
universities were founded in the name of Christianity, most

of today’s educators are ignoring the foundation of truth—
God’s word. Students are being taught that there are no absolutes and
that there is no ultimate authority except the self. Instead of learning
God’s eternal law, they are learning humanism and materialism.

How did our educational systems shift their emphasis? Many uni-
versities that were founded to teach the Bible and uphold God’s moral
law had, by the 1960s, become havens of nihilism and anti-God senti-
ment. Beginning in the 19th century, they adopted the structure, and
later the ideals, of the German universities and philosophers.

By Richard F. Ames

Key among these philosophers was
Friedrich Nietzsche, whose philosophy
was not merely atheistic but was
strongly anti-God. He wrote: “God is
dead; but given the way of men, there
may still be caves for thousands of
years in which his shadow will be
shown. And we—we still have to van-
quish his shadow, too” (The Gay
Science, Nietzsche, 1882, section 108).
Nietzsche is now dead, but his philos-
ophy lives on to this day in anti-God
minds. During the tumult of the 1960s,
it even leapt out of philosophy books
and into the news headlines, when the
respected TIME magazine asked on its
April 8, 1966 cover: “Is God Dead?”

Many intellectuals of the 18th and
19th centuries saw correctly that
Christianity had strayed from its apos-
tolic origins and had taken on the
pagan customs of the surrounding
society. But instead of rebuilding mod-
ern education on Christianity’s true
foundation, many intellectuals sought
to destroy that foundation altogether!
They rejected one kind of false religion
and its false education, but sought to
replace it with godless education rather
than godly education.

The True Foundation of
Education

The Christianity taught and prac-
ticed by Jesus Christ and the Apostles
set an example for all times. That
example included following the spiri-
t u a l  l a w s  o f  G o d — t h e  Te n
Commandments—and the way of love
taught by Jesus Christ, who said to His
followers: “If you abide in My word,
you are My disciples indeed. And you
shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free” (John 8:31–32).

Does this mean that earth’s two bil-
lion professing Christians all have the
truth? Has it made them free? Sadly,
much of the world remains in darkness
and ignorance; whole cultures, peoples
and nations are blinded by false educa-
tion. So, how rare is true education—
and true knowledge?

Much of modern education is based on atheistic or 
even anti-God concepts. In the coming Millennium,
God’s way will bring about a complete revolution in 
education. But you can experience God’s true 
values of education now!

W
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We read a shocking statement
in the book of Revelation: “So the
great dragon was cast out, that ser-
pent of old, called the Devil and
Satan, who deceives the whole
world; he was cast to the earth, and
his angels were cast out with him”
(Revelation 12:9).

This great fallen angel, called
the Devil and Satan, deceives not
just a few of human beings, but the
vast majority. Simply being part of
the one-third of humanity that calls
itself “Christian” is no guarantee
that one is not deceived!

But just what is this truth
about which Satan deceives the
whole world? Of course, there is
scientific truth that can be tested
and verified. Science can, to some
extent, describe the “what” and
“how” of natural laws, yet it cannot
explain the why of our existence!
Such truths are beyond natural law,
and can only be explained by the
One who created those laws. So,
what does the Creator say about
truth? When Jesus was praying to
His Father on the night before His
crucifixion, He prayed for his disci-
ples: “Sanctify them by Your truth.
Your word is truth” (John 17:17).

Yes, the word of God is truth!
You need to prove to yourself that
the Bible is the revelation of the
Creator God. The Apostle Paul
wrote: “All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God” (2 Timothy
3:16). The Greek word translated
as “inspiration” is theopneustos,
which means “divinely breathed.”
The New International Version
translates this as: “All Scripture is
God-breathed.” When Paul wrote
this, the books that we call the
“Old Testament” were the only can-
onized “Scripture,” yet today many
Christians wish to ignore the plain
teachings of the Old Testament in
favor of the New Testament writ-
ings. But the New Testament itself
tells us otherwise. All Scripture is
God-breathed!

How Does a Human
Being Learn?

True education must be based
on the truth God has revealed in
His word. Yet how many university
administrators, professors or stu-
dents know the true purpose and
meaning of life? Most accept the
evolutionary concept that man is
only an animal.

But is that true?  Or is there
something that differentiates ani-
mal brain from human mind?
Scientists know that the human
brain delivers far more “perfor-
mance” for its weight than any
other species’ brain. A few scien-
tists have concluded that this
capacity can only be explained by
the presence of a spiritual compo-
nent. This scientific conclusion,
though not commonly accepted,
agrees with revealed Scripture. The
Apostle Paul wrote: “For what man
knows the things of a man except
the spirit of the man which is in
him?” (1 Corinthians 2:11).

This spirit Paul describes is not
the Holy Spirit, nor is it an “immor-
tal soul.” It is a spirit essence com-
bined with the physical brain,
which empowers human beings far
beyond animals (Job 32:8). This
understanding harmonizes science
and Scripture, and explains an
aspect of the human mind that
remains a mystery to most educa-
tors and “experts.” Sir John
Maddox, editor emeritus of Nature,
wrote in a classic TIME magazine
essay, “How the brain manages to
think is a conundrum with a mil-
lennial time scale. All animals have
brains so as to be able to move
about. Signals from the senses—
eyes, ears, nostrils or skin, as the
case may be—send messages to the
spinal cord, which moves the limbs
app rop r i a t e l y.  Bu t  t h ink ing
involves the consideration of alter-
native responses, many of which
have not been experienced but

have been merely imagined. The
faculty of being conscious of what
is going on in the head is an extra
puzzle. A century from now, elec-
tronics shops (or web sites) will be
advertising all kinds of gadgets that
simulate some of the workings of
the human brain, but neuroscien-
tists will still be struggling to
understand the thinking machine
in all our heads” (“Thinking,”
March 29, 1999, p. 206).

Maddox, a world-renowned
physicist, predicted that even a
century from now the puzzle of
human thinking will not be solved.
Wi t h  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f
Scripture, we can see that educa-
tion based solely on material and
physical knowledge is woefully
limited. When an educational sys-
tem rejects the existence of God
and of spirit, it rejects ultimate
reality and ultimate truth!

Mankind’s Failed
Educational System

If our modern educational sys-
tem is not producing all the
answers we seek, should we at least
be impressed with the system
itself? Certainly, universities can
successfully teach some areas of
material knowledge. But what hap-
pens when these institutions are
cut off from the values that should
guide them?

What goes on in the modern
university? Here is what one
unhappy academic wrote: “The
average American persists in think-
ing that the classroom is the center
of activity of a university. Because it
makes for good relations with the
public (as well as with the legisla-
ture), university administrators
encourage such fanciful notions.
But among themselves, they know
how anachronistic and downright
inaccurate they are. Asked to
describe the mission of his school,
a vice chancellor of a Big Ten uni-
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versity listed five separate areas of
responsibility: economic develop-
ment, service to the state, the cre-
ation of new knowledge, and train-
ing graduate students. And, finally,
dead last, teaching” (Profscam,
Sykes, p. 29).

The modern university has
strayed from its roots. Not only
does it minimize the teaching of
values, it minimizes the value of
teaching. Certainly there is value in
research, and in economic develop-
ment and public service. But true
education, as Scripture
presents it, goes far
beyond knowledge
production; it must
teach the spiritual val-
ues without which all
the other pursuits will
lead to ruin!

Can one be truly
educated without
knowing the difference
between right and
wrong? The Apostle
Paul powerfully con-
demns those intellec-
tuals who reject the
truth and the reality of
God: “For the wrath of
God is revealed from heaven against
all ungodliness and unrighteous-
ness of men, who suppress the truth
in unrighteousness, because what
may be known of God is manifest in
them, for God has shown it to them.
For since the creation of the world
His invisible attributes are clearly
seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even His eter-
nal power and Godhead, so that
they are without excuse, because,
although they knew God, they did
not glorify Him as God, nor were
thankful, but became futile in their
thoughts, and their foolish hearts
were darkened. Professing to be
wise, they became fools” (Romans
1:18–22).

Throughout the Bible, indict-
ments of anti-God education are

very strong: “The fool has said in
his heart, ‘There is no God.’ They
are corrupt, they have done abom-
inable works, there is none who
does good. The LORD looks down
from heaven upon the children of
men, to see if there are any who
understand, who seek God. They
have all turned aside, they have
together become corrupt; there is
none who does good, no, not one.
Have all the workers of iniquity no
knowledge, who eat up my people
as they eat bread, and do not call on

the LORD?”
( P s a l m
14:1–4).

G o d
w a n t s  t o
d e v e l o p
holy and
r i g h t e ou s
character in
His people.
God wants
His people
to grow in
the kind of
g o d l y
knowledge
that will
lead them to

“call on the LORD,” to yield to His
Holy Spirit and to do good (see also
Matthew 4:4; Luke 4:4). By studying
God’s word, and applying biblical
knowledge in everything we think,
say and do, we can begin to under-
stand the impact of Jesus’ statement
that “I have come that they may have
life, and that they may have it more
abundantly” (John 10:10).

But how does one recognize
abundant life? The Greeks searched
for wisdom and the Jews for mirac-
ulous signs of God’s power. The
Apostle Paul explained that the Son
of God embodied both of those ele-
ments far beyond the limits of mor-
tal mankind: “For Jews request a
sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom;
but we preach Christ crucified, to
the Jews a stumbling block and to

the Greeks foolishness, but to those
who are called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God
and the wisdom of God. Because
the foolishness of God is wiser than
men, and the weakness of God is
stronger than men” (1 Corinthians
1:22–25).

Indeed, very few of those whom
the world calls “wise” or “noble”—
the rich and powerful and intellec-
tual—are called by God. “Not many
wise according to the flesh, not
many mighty, not many noble, are
called. But God has chosen the fool-
ish things of the world to put to
shame the wise… that no flesh
should glory in His presence” (1
Corinthians 1:26–27, 29).

That is how much God hates
vanity! Those who think them-
selves so wise that they would
“glory in His presence” are not the
ones God will call! Rather, God will
reveal His truth to “foolish”
Christians if they have a repentant,
humble and teachable spirit! As the
Apostle Paul wrote: “If anyone
among you seems to be wise in this
age, let him become a fool that he
may become wise. For the wisdom
of this world is foolishness with
God. For it is written, ‘He catches
the wise in their own craftiness’” (1
Corinthians 3:18–19).

God: The Greatest
Teacher

True education must be based
on the truth of God. All other foun-
dations are but vanity. Only a
Christian with a willingness to learn
from the Great Teacher, and follow
His example, will build a proper
foundation to receive true knowl-
edge. Jesus Christ taught His stu-
dents: “If you want to enter into
life, keep the commandments”
(Matthew 19:17). He then listed
several of the Ten Commandments.

W h y  a r e  t h e  T e n
Commandments the foundation of
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true education? Because they plain-
ly tell us what is right and what is
wrong! They reveal the way of peace
and prosperity that God intends for
all humanity. What happens to those
who ignore God’s plain laws? As the
Apostle Paul wrote: “Do not be
deceived, God is not mocked; for
whatever a man sows, that he will
also reap. For he who sows to his
flesh will of the flesh reap corrup-
tion, but he who sows to the Spirit
will of the Spirit reap everlasting
life” (Galatians 6:7–8).

Ancient King David wrote of
the education that comes from a
sound foundation: “Oh, how I love
Your law! It is my meditation all the
day. You, through Your command-
ments, make me wiser than my ene-
mies; for they are ever with me. I
have more understanding than all
my teachers, for Your testimonies
are my meditation. I understand
more than the ancients, because I
keep Your precepts. I have
restrained my feet from every evil
way, that I may keep Your word. I
have not departed from Your judg-
ments, for You Yourself have taught
me” (Psalm 119:97–102).

God taught King David, and He
wants to teach all His people. Once
you begin to apply the spiritual
laws of God as taught in the Bible,
as magnified by Jesus Christ in the
Sermon on the Mount, you can
have greater understanding and
true knowledge. As we read in
Psalm 111:10: “The fear of the LORD

is the beginning of wisdom; a good
understanding have all those who
do His commandments.”

As you seek to obey Him, God
will reveal spiritual knowledge to
you through the Holy Spirit. Paul
goes on to explain the difference
between the knowledge of a con-
verted Christian and of an uncon-
verted person: “For who among
men knoweth the things of a man,
save the spirit of the man, which is
in him? Even so the things of God

none knoweth, save the Spirit of
God. But we received not the spirit
of the world, but the spirit which is
from God; that we might know the
things that were freely given to us of
God” (1 Corinthians 2:11–12, ASV).

Just as an animal brain cannot
understand the “things of man,”
neither can the carnal, natural mind
of man understand the “things of
God.” Paul goes on to explain: “But
the natural man does not receive
the things of the Spirit of God, for
they are foolishness to him; nor can
he know them, because they are
s p i r i t u a l l y  d i s c e r n e d ” ( 1
Corinthians 2:14). Spiritual truth is
spiritually discerned; it cannot be
acquired by natural human intellect
apart from the gift of God’s Holy
Spirit (Acts 2:38).

Because it has rejected true edu-
cation, our modern world does not
know the way to true
peace. But Christians
can know the truth,
and can look forward
to the soon-coming
time when all nations
will finally become
students of the Great
Educator. What will
tomorrow’s education
be like? Scripture gives
the following encour-
ag ing  descr ip t ion :
“Now it shall come to
pass in the latter days
that the mountain of
the LORD’s house shall
be established on the
top of the mountains,
and shall be exalted
above the hills; and all
nations shall flow to it.
Many people shall
come and say, ‘Come,
and let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the
God of Jacob; He will
teach us His ways, and
we shall walk in His

paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth
the law, and the word of the LORD

from Jerusalem. He shall judge
between the nations, and rebuke
many people; they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruning hooks; nation
shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war
anymore” (Isaiah 2:2–4).

Such peace will only come to
the world through true education,
in the coming Kingdom of God. But
you can have that peace now, in
your own life. A revolution in edu-
cation is soon coming for the whole
world, but you can have the same in
your own life, by studying the
Bible—the starting point of truth.
As Jesus Christ said, “I am the way,
the truth, and the life” (John 14:6).
That truth will revolutionize your
life forever!
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When Jesus’ disciples asked Him, “What will be the
sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” He
replied, “Take heed that no one
deceives you. For many will
come in My name… and will
deceive many” (Matthew
24:3–5). Jesus and His disciples
repeatedly warned that religious
deception would be a major issue
as the world approached the sec-
ond coming of Jesus Christ.
Evidence is building in our
modern society that indicates
these ancient prophecies are
coming alive today, and the stage
is being set for their ultimate ful-
fillment in the years just ahead!

Deception Prophesied!

Three different gospel writers record Jesus’ warn-
ings that many false teachers will deceive many people as
the end of the age approaches (see Matthew 24:3–5, 11,
24; Mark 13:5–6; Luke 21:7–8). Jesus even warned that
“false christs and false prophets will rise and show great
signs and wonders, to deceive, if possible, even the elect”
(Matthew 24:24). Jesus issued these warnings to help
believers avoid being deceived (Matthew 24:25: John
16:1–4). The Apostle Paul echoed similar warnings on
numerous occasions. He warned that false teachers led
by a different spirit would preach a different gospel than
Jesus preached, and would mislead people to accept a
false Jesus that does not match up with the Jesus of
Scripture (2 Corinthians 11:3–4). The biblical Jesus was
not born on Christmas Day, and did not preach that
Christians would have their eternal reward in heaven
(John 3:13; Acts 2:34; 13:36). The real Jesus did not do
away with the Sabbath or the Holy Days; He kept those
days, as did the early Church (Matthew 5:17; Luke 4:16;
Acts 17:2). Paul wrote that false teachers who preach
different doctrines would present themselves as ministers

of Jesus Christ, though Satan would in fact be using
them to deceive many (2 Corinthians 11:13–15). The

Apostle Peter also foresaw
the appearance of false teach-
ers who would “secretly
bring in destructive here-
sies… And many will follow
their destructive ways,
because of whom the way of
truth will be blasphemed” (2
Peter 2:1–3).

The Apostle Paul cau-
tioned that Christians “in the
last days” must avoid people
“having a form of godliness
but denying its power”
because such people will lead
Christians astray (2 Timothy
3:1–9). These false teachers

will deceive sincere people by using crafty arguments
about doctrine, specious philosophical reasoning and
emotional appeals to vain human traditions (see
Ephesians 4:14; 5:6–7; Colossians 2:8).

Paul explained that, shortly before Jesus Christ’s
return, a “man of sin”—a lawless religious leader influ-
enced by Satan—would deceive huge numbers of peo-
ple who do not know God’s word, by displaying to them
“all power, signs and lying wonders” (2 Thessalonians
2:1–15). The Apostle John revealed that this evil indi-
vidual “performs great signs” and “deceives those who
dwell on the earth” by those signs (Revelation
13:11–18). Just before Christ’s return, this great false
religious leader will cause billions of people to worship
a powerful political figure who is also influenced by
Satan.

Satan has been working to deceive human beings
for a long time. Scripture clearly reveals that he
deceived Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:13; 2 Corinthians
11:3; 1 Timothy 2:14). Since then, as the “god of this
age” (2 Corinthians 4:3–4), Satan has deceived the whole
world with misguided ideas about religion (Revelation
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12:9). Hard as this may be for many to believe,
Scripture reveals that before the return of Jesus Christ,
Satan will influence two men—a powerful political fig-
ure called the “Beast” and a miracle-working religious
leader of global stature—to deceive the people of this
world into following Satan himself!

False Prophets and Teachers

Today, the marvels of modern tech-
nology—including radio, television and
the Internet—have enabled hundreds
and thousands of self-proclaimed
preachers and teachers to spread a myr-
iad of conflicting ideas about religion to
the world. Some of these religious
teachers claim to see visions, to speak
with God and to receive special revela-
tions about the future from spirit
sources. The Internet, television, radio
and print media are overflowing with
strange ideas about religion. Although
many preachers claim to preach from
the Bible, they often do not agree with
others who also claim to preach from
the Bible. Other religious teachers claim to have found
hidden truths in other “sacred” writings or “lost”
gospels that responsible Bible scholars have long reject-
ed as false. Thanks to the electronic media, our modern
world is definitely awash with religious teachers. Many
false teachers do abound, and many have come in the
name of Jesus Christ—and are deceiving many people—
just as Bible prophecies have long foretold!

How Deception Occurs

Why did Jesus and the apostles record so many
warnings about religious deception that would occur at
the end of this age? How did they know this would hap-
pen? The God of the Bible reveals that He alone is able
to predict the future (Isaiah 46:8–10). He knows that
Satan is a liar (John 8:44) who is out to thwart God’s
plan of salvation by influencing unsuspecting human
beings who are susceptible to his deceptive activities.

Over the last century in the so-called Western
“Christian” world, we have seen secular academics, the-
ologians, educators and atheists not just spreading
doubts but even heaping ridicule on the Bible and the
very idea of God’s existence! Today, it is against the law
to pray or read Scripture in many public schools. Many
of this world’s most prominent theologians do not
believe in a personal God and do not consider the Bible

the inspired word of God; to them, it
is supposedly just another book filled
with myths and legends! This attitude
of doubt and disbelief has permeated
our societies today to the point where
many people do not even read the
Bible, so they do not know what is in
it. Studies have revealed that large
numbers of people in the Western
world today are biblically illiterate!
Most people today do not know what
Scripture prophesies. They do not
know that Satan is real, nor do they
know how he operates or what his
intentions are. All this provides the
fertile ground for the seeds of decep-
tion to sprout and grow—which is
what we are seeing today. This was

foretold long ago by the prophet Hosea who wrote, “My
people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” because
they have forgotten God and rejected His instructions—
and we will reap serious consequences as a result
(Hosea 4:6).

As the end of this present age approaches, you can
avoid being deceived if you take the time to study the
Bible and learn what it actually says (2 Timothy 2:15).
Scripture exhorts us: “Test all things; hold fast what is
good” (1 Thessalonians 5:21). Jesus Christ stated, “If
you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.
And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make
you free” (John 8:31–32). Widespread religious decep-
tion is prophesied to occur as the end of the age
approaches. If you know what is coming and how it will
come, and if you remain alert and look to God’s word
for guidance, you will not be deceived!

—Douglas S. Winnail
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Nuggets
““BBuuyy  ggoolldd!!”” is the cry from countless financial

newsletters, television commercials and Web sites.
It seems that the economic uncertainty of our
times has motivated people with assets to seek a
safe haven—and few investments seem safer than
gold, which has served for millennia as the stan-
dard of monetary value.

The demand for gold has driven its price
above $1,000 an ounce from time to time; the last
time it breached that barrier was earlier this year,
in September. Yet, when we consider inflation, the
current price of gold remains far below the $850
per ounce price it reached in January 1980. 

Demand for silver, and for
precious and semi-precious
gems has also soared, and
there is great interest in natu-
ra l  re sources—inc lud ing
petroleum, natural gas, oil
shale and coal. Even “worka-
day” metals like copper are
bringing record prices—
prompting thieves to steal
copper from construction sites,
industrial sites, foreclosed
homes and in many communi-
ties even from the underground piping that sup-
plies street lighting. 

You may not be in the market for gold, but I
will hazard a guess that no matter what your
financial status, you have had feelings of uncer-
tainty about the economy. Ours is a worrisome
time. 

The hunger for what folks think gold can bring
is not new. It certainly played an important part in
the settlement of the United States. Early explor-
ers, having heard legends and fables about abun-
dant gold in the New World, came to America’s
shores seeking fabulous wealth.

In the early 1700s, prospectors flocked to the
Carolinas to seek their fortune, after hearing
news of a gold discovery there. And who can for-
get the discovery of gold at Sutter’s Mill, which
set off the 1849 Gold Rush, enticing tens of thou-
sands of fortune hunters to trek west to
California? In 1897, the Klondike Gold Rush
brought thousands north to Alaska. Most of

those intrepid prospectors did not strike it rich,
but as they settled in once-remote areas, the U.S.
took shape from coast to coast and border to 
border. 

So we can see that our history has been
shaped by the desire for the wealth and power
mankind believes gold can bring. But do we 
recognize that these treasure seekers were look-
ing in all the wrong places? Could it be that their
searching took them in the wrong direction, lead-
ing them away from ultimate happiness and true
prosperity?

King Solomon wrote: “How much better it is to
get wisdom than gold! And to get
understanding is to be chosen
rather than silver” (Proverbs 16:16).
Speaking as personified wisdom,
Solomon wrote: “Receive my instruc-
tion, and not silver, and knowledge
rather than choice gold; for wisdom
is better than rubies, and all the
things one may desire cannot be
compared with her” (Proverbs
8:10–11).

The Apostle Paul instructed
young Timothy: “But those who

desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare,
and into many foolish and harmful lusts which
drown men in destruction and perdition. For the
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which
some have strayed from the faith in their greedi-
ness, and pierced themselves through with many
sorrows” (1 Timothy 6:9–10).

Notice that it is the lloovvee of money—that is, the
inordinate desire for riches, not the riches them-
selves—at the heart of the problem.

What is your priority? What are you seeking?
If your quest is only for money and what it
brings, you are headed in the wrong direction.
There is a better way, and you can find it in the
Bible. Start your hunt for real treasure today! If
you have not already done so, please order your
own free copy of our informative booklet, The
Bible: Fact or Fiction? It will help you find the
nuggets of God’s word that can enrich your life
beyond measure!

—J. Davy Crockett, III
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pictures the Great White Throne
Judgment period, described by the
A p o s t l e  J o h n  ( R e v e l a t i o n
20:11–12), when the Holy Spirit
will be made available to those who
had never before had their minds
opened to God’s way (John 7:37–39;
Ezekiel 36:24–27). They will be res-
urrected and have their first oppor-
tunity to accept Jesus Christ and
obey Him through the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit. Yes, the message of
the Last Great Day is that those who
died without hearing the Gospel are
not lost! They are not burning right
now in hell. They are waiting in the
grave for this great resurrection.
Those who then choose to live
according to God’s way will receive
immortality, but those who reject
God’s way will be consumed in a
lake of fire (Revelation 20:14–15).

Warnings and Hope

“That sounds interesting,” you
may be thinking, “but what does it
matter if I observe Christmas
instead of those Old Testament fes-
tivals?”  You may feel that you
“love the Lord” and that you are
honoring Jesus by celebrating His
birth.  “I’m just ‘baptizing’ those
old pagan customs by offering
them to the Lord,” you may think.
Well, what does the Bible say about
this approach?

God told the nation of Israel to
follow His commandments and not
alter them (Deuteronomy 4:1–2).
Through Moses, God repeatedly
warned the Israelites not to forget
His commandments (Deuteronomy
8:10–14) and to avoid being capti-
vated by the false religious practices
of pagan nations. God specifically
warned, “do not inquire after their
gods, saying ‘How did these nations
serve their gods? I also will do like-
wise.’ You shall not worship the

LORD your God in that way; for every
abomination to the LORD which He
hates they have done to their gods”
(Deuteronomy 12:30–31). Again, in
this context, God states: “Whatever I
command you, be careful to observe
it; you shall not add to it nor take
away from it” (Deuteronomy 12:32).

These clear warnings are repeat-
ed in the Old and New Testaments.
The prophet Jeremiah pointedly told
the Israelites, “Learn not the way of
the heathen.… For the customs of
the people are vain” (Jeremiah
10:2–3, KJV). Jesus even said, of reli-
gious people, that “in vain they do
worship me, teaching for doctrines
the commandments of men”
(Matthew 15:8–9, KJV). The Apostle
Paul gave similar admonitions (1
Corinthians 10:6–7; 2 Corinthians
6:14–17). However, in spite of these
clear warnings, the history of the
Israelites—and of the
modern professing
Christian churches—
has been to ignore and
reason around God’s
very clear instruc-
t i ons .  Rebe l l i ous
human beings have
substituted customs
that God says are evil,
f o r  f e s t i v a l s  God
des i gned  t o  keep
them mindful of His
great plan of salvation
and the true purpose
of life. People profess-
ing to be Christian
have listened to false
teachers “who call evil
good, and good evil”
(Isaiah 5:20). They
have been deceived by
re l ig ious  l eaders ,
“who suppress the
truth in unrighteous-
ness” (Romans 1:18).
T h e y  h a v e
“exchanged the truth
of God for the lie, and
w o r s h i p p e d  a n d

served the creature [pagan customs]
rather than the Creator” (Romans
1:25).

But you, personally, can make
a different choice.  When you start
observing the biblical festivals God
has ordained, you will begin to
understand what life is all about.
The Bible and the world around
you will begin to make sense as
never before. The excitement and
fulfillment you will experience will
make the frivolities and falsehoods
of pagan holiday practices seem
empty by comparison. If you have
not already done so, please write to
the regional office nearest you (list-
ed on page 30 of this magazine)
and request your free copy of our
booklet, The Holy Days: God’s
Master Plan. Then you will truly
begin to understand the reason for
the season!

The Reason for the Season?
(Continued from page 18)

The Holy Days: 
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another, it suits their books that the world should be
meaningless” (p. 312).

Indeed, it is not “fashionable” to believe in a real
God. For people like to deny the truth of revealed
prophecy in His inspired word, the Bible. But the truth
remains! If you have not already done so, write for your
free subscription to our Tomorrow’s World Bible Study
Course. There, you will learn for yourself the truth
about fulfilled prophecy. You will see, for example, how
God inspired Isaiah to write about the activities of King
Cyrus of Persia 200 years in advance—events confirmed
by secular history and your Bible! Yes, my friends, this
is a real God! Is He real to you?

People soon will have to believe in God—for He is
right now beginning to intervene powerfully in world
affairs in very specific ways which we at Tomorrow’s World
have been telling you about for years! Fulfilled prophecy
is  very difficult for the skeptic to refute. For it not only
has happened—as I indicated—but you can now see it
continuing to happen all around you, if you truly under-
stand prophecy and read your daily newspaper or watch
a television channel that actually gives world news. 

This very Work—which produces the Tomorrow’s
World television program and Tomorrow’s World maga-
zine—is a continuation of the Work led by Herbert W.
Armstrong—a well-known servant of Christ who died in
1986 at age 93. In August 1950, he wrote in The Plain
Truth magazine, “No all-out full-scale war is prophesied
between Russia and the United States. The famous
prophecy of Ezek. 38 and 39 foretells a Russian invasion
of Palestine, much later, not against the North American
continent” (p. 2).

Remember, dear reader, that back then the vast
majority of Bible “prophecy students” were proclaiming
that Ezekiel 38 foretold a Russian attack on the North
American continent! Often, as we have noted repeatedly,
Mr. Armstrong stood alone in proclaiming the Truth of
what actually was and is happening in world affairs. 

Writing in The Good News in April 1952, Mr.
Armstrong proclaimed (at a time virtually no one expect-
ed this): “Russia may give East Germany back to the
Germans and will be forced to relinquish her control over
Hungary, Czechoslovakia and parts of Austria to com-

plete the ten nation union. Europe will have a free hand
to destroy America and Britain as prophesied” (p. 16).

How could Mr. Armstrong possibly have known 37
years in advance that Russia was not to become
America’s greatest challenge—and was not to attack us
directly? How could he have known that Russia would,
in fact, give East Germany back to the Germans and be
forced to relinquish her control over Germany,
Czechoslovakia and parts of Austria? 

Because, my friends, there is a real God who
inspired this information in His Holy Bible! That same
God is speaking to your mind now through this Work!
We have told you that unless America and the British-
descended peoples come to a genuine national repentance
such as has never been seen before, they will continue
their downward spiral! Almost everythingwill seem to go
wrong. For the Eternal God told our forefathers that if
we do not obey His commandments and statutes, He
would bring upon us “terror” and then “wasting disease
and fever” (Leviticus 26:14–17). We have witnessed—
and will continue to witness—all kinds of terror, includ-
ing terrorist attacks on our cities, our seaports, our 
airports, our railway stations and our other forms of
transport. And we will soon be entering a time of “wast-
ing disease” such as we have never experienced before.

God tells us that if we will not repent, He “will
break the pride of your power” (Leviticus 26:19). 

To understand these facts, please write for our free
booklets, The Real God: Proofs and Promises and
Prophecy Fulfilled: God’s Hand in World Affairs. You need
this vital information! You need to have the intellectual
and spiritual honesty to prove to yourself that most of
the “educated fools” around you who deny God’s exis-
tence are the ones who are really “out of touch”!

And you need—with all your heart—to get “in
touch” with the real God who gives you life and breath,
who is now intervening in human affairs before setting
up His very real Kingdom or World Government to
finally bring peace to a very confused world. May God
help you to be willing to face genuine facts. And may
He help you to act on the precious Truth that He alone
can provide!
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