


It is amazing to realize how careful most people are
when buying a home, for instance, as opposed to decid-
ing which church to join. The house may just fit their
need for a number of years. But being involved with the
true religion of God has to do with where they will
spend all eternity.

So where did you get your religion? How did
you come to believe the things that you believe?
Did you find your religious concepts in the Bible?
Or did you get your religious ideas from family and
friends?

Frankly, most of you did not get your religion
out of the Bible. It may hurt to have to admit that.
But it can easily be proved in the vast majority of
cases.

It is very difficult for most people to admit they
have been wrong. Human pride just does not want to do
that. Yet, according to the inspired Word of God, that is
the beginning point of true Christianity. When Jesus
Christ began His ministry, He told His listeners over and
over, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”
(Matthew 4:17). And the Gospel of Mark tells us: “Now
after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee,
preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and say-
ing, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel’” (Mark
1:14–15). Again, Jesus later said, “I tell you, no; but
unless you repent you will all likewise perish” (Luke
13:5).

The word “repent” means to change. Yet, again,
most people are not willing to admit they have been
wrong and they certainly do not want to change! Are we
like the man Sir Winston Churchill described, who
“occasionally... stumbled over the truth, but hastily
picked himself up and hurried on as if nothing had
happened”?

Yet, if your eternal life is at stake, you would be very
wise to consider whether you—however sincerely—
have grown up in the wrong religion!

Am I indicting “Christianity” as the “wrong reli-
gion”? Of course not! But I want to make you aware
of the fact that there is both false Christianity and

true Christianity. Many do not realize that. But the
Bible itself makes it abundantly clear that the false
form of Christianity would predominate until
Christ’s Second Coming. The beloved Apostle John
described this very time in which we are living: “So
the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old,
called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole
world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were
cast out with him” (Revelation 12:9). Satan the Devil
has palmed off on this deceived world a false
Christianity!

The highly regarded modern philosopher, Soren
Kierkegaard, in his Attack Upon Christendom, wrote:
“The Christianity of the New Testament simply does not
exist. Millions of people through the centuries have lit-
tle by little cheated God out of Christianity, and have
succeeded in making Christianity exactly the opposite
of what it is in the New Testament.”

So each of us needs to prove what we believe by
really studying the Bible. We need to drink out of the
Bible what it says rather than reading our own pre-con-
ceived ideas into the Bible.

Think for a moment.Why is professing Christianity
divided into hundreds of competing denominations and
sects? Why do churches calling themselves Christian
have so many differing beliefs and practices? Could it
be that God is the author of confusion? Or might there
be another explanation?

Consider the warning Christ Himself gave: “For
many shall come in my name, saying [that] I am
Christ; and shall deceive many” (Matthew 24:5, KJV).
Jesus did not say here that only some few would come
in His name, but rather that “many shall come”! They
come as “Christian” preachers, proclaiming Jesus as
the Christ—yet deceiving many! In other words, there
was to be a mass deception based on the false teachings
of the many who would claim to come “in Jesus’
name.”

Frankly, it is easy for religious teachers to appropri-
ate the Son of God’s name as a cloak for their personal
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merica is enduring enor-
mous suffering because of
false religion!

When the American
Civil Liberties Union in July 2009
sued to have the Ten Command-
ments removed from the Jackson
County Courthouse in London,
Kentucky, this was just the latest of
many similar attacks on the God of
the Bible—now almost routine in our
modern American society. 

In 2005, the United States
Supreme Court ruled that such dis-
play is unconstitutional unless it
has a “secular purpose” in a court-
room. But it remains legal to carry
out the “secular purpose” of mur-
dering tens of millions of unborn
babies—often literally vacuumed
out of their mothers’ wombs—in
what has rightly been called a
“silent holocaust.” Drug use is ram-
pant in almost all sectors of our
society. The AIDS epidemic contin-
ues to rage. 

Meanwhile, Americans are fac-
ing the most serious economic cri-
sis since the Great Depression of the
1930s. Trillions of dollars of wealth
have disappeared overnight, leaving
families unable to pay their bills
and thrusting countless thousands
into newfound poverty. Once the
“arsenal of democracy,” respected
around the world, the U.S. is
increasingly dismissed by Asian and
European powers whose own
nations are rising toward the promi-
nence the U.S. once held.

Why is all this happening? 
It is happening because—as a

nation—we have absolutely rejected
the God of the Bible. The real God
of the Bible, with whom most peo-
ple are not familiar, does indeed
intervene in world affairs to fulfill
His purpose. He is the One who has

given us the awesome blessings and
power that America and its Western
allies have shared for well over a
century. He is the One who helped
the U.S. win World Wars I and II—
and indeed all its major wars for
nearly 200 years! 

The God of the Bible told our
forefathers: “If you walk in My
statutes and keep My command-
ments, and perform them, then I
will give you rain in its season, the
land shall yield its produce, and the
trees of the field shall yield their
fruit. Your threshing shall last till
the time of vintage, and the vintage

shall last till the time of sowing; you
shall eat your bread to the full, and
dwell in your land safely. I will give
peace in the land, and you shall lie
down, and none will make you
afraid; I will rid the land of evil
beasts, and the sword will not go
through your land. You will chase
your enemies, and they shall fall by
the sword before you” (Leviticus
26:3–7). For several generations,
God has certainly fulfilled His
promise to bestow blessings upon
the American and British-descend-
ed peoples. But, today, the “hand-
writing is on the wall.” The tide of
world events is beginning to
change—and change dramatically!

A few verses later in the above
prophecy, the Creator said: “‘But if
you do not obey Me, and do not
observe all these commandments,

and if you despise My statutes, or if
your soul abhors My judgments, so
that you do not perform all My
commandments, but break My
covenant, I also will do this to you:
I will even appoint terror over you,
wasting disease and fever which
shall consume the eyes and cause
sorrow of heart. And you shall sow
your seed in vain, for your enemies
shall eat it. I will set My face against
you, and you shall be defeated by
your enemies. Those who hate you
shall reign over you, and you shall
flee when no one pursues you’” (vv.
14–17). This is certainly a dual

prophecy that had an original ful-
fillment with ancient Israel. But it
will have a modern fulfillment on
our people in this present genera-
tion. Many of you will live to see
this happen! And nearly all of us
will see, over the next several years,
the beginnings of this unfolding
tragedy. 

We will witness the beginning
of God’s intervention to chasten the
American and British-descended
peoples for our own good. For God
said: “I will break the pride of your
power; I will make your heavens
like iron and your earth like
bronze” (Leviticus 26:19). If you do
not yet know about our national
identity in biblical prophecy, be sure
to contact the regional office nearest
you, listed on page 30 of this maga-
zine, and request a free copy of our
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The United States is enduring enormous suffering because it is turning away from the 
God of the Bible. A nation that once received unprecedented blessings from God now 
faces economic catastrophe, crime, war, disease—and even the looming threat of 
domestic terrorism. Why? And what will be the result?
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Americans are facing the most serious economic 
crisis since the Great Depression of the 1930s. 
Trillions of dollars of wealth have disappeared overnight,
leaving families unable to pay their bills and thrusting
countless thousands into newfound poverty.



eye-opening booklet, The United
States and Great Britain in Prophecy.

God Is Consistent

In His inspired word, the
Eternal tells us: “For I am the LORD,
I do not change; therefore you are
not consumed, O sons of Jacob”
(Malachi 3:6). In His overall
approach, God is consistent in His
dealings with men and with
nations. We are told in the New
Testament book of Hebrews: “And
you have forgotten the exhortation
which speaks to you as to sons: ‘My
son, do not despise the chastening
of the LORD, nor be discouraged
when you are rebuked by Him; for
whom the LORD loves He chastens,
and scourges every son whom He
receives’” (Hebrews 12:5–6). 

If God loves us, why would He
powerfully “chastise” the American
and British-descended peoples? 

Why?
The real answer is that we are a

nation of hypocrites! While we in
America put “In God We Trust” on
our coins, we are a people in con-
stant rebellion against the laws and
ways of that same God. Do millions
of Americans attend church every
Sunday? Yes! But, shocking as it may
seem, that is part of the problem! 

“How so?” you may ask. 
It is part of the problem because

the vast majority of churchgoers are
never taught about the very way of
life that would spare us from the
severe chastisement soon to befall
our peoples. As we saw above, God
said that He would punish His peo-
ple: “if you do not obey Me, and do
not observe all these command-
ments…” (Leviticus 26:14). 

And “here’s the rub”—the vast
majority of professing Christians
are told that they do not have to
“ l i t e r a l l y ”  k e e p  t h e  Te n
Commandments! Yes, as little chil-
dren they may be taught in Sunday
School to memorize the “short

form” of the Ten Commandments,
but their ministers consistently
r e f u s e  t o  t e a c h  t h e  Te n
Commandments as a way of life—
the very same commandments
Jesus Christ personally taught.
Those of you who can work up the
courage to ask your minister: “Do
Christians really need to keep
the Ten Commandments as a
way of life?”—may be sur-
prised at the answer. For the
vast majority of ministers
will answer—as they were
taught in their seminaries—
that the Ten Commandments
“may” be good guidelines,
but you do not really need to
keep them! 

Rather, these professing
Christian ministers mostly
avoid talking about the Ten
Commandments at all. Some
w i l l  t e a c h  t h a t  t h e  Te n
Commandments are the “Law
of Moses”—not for us today—
or that the Ten Commandments
were somehow “nailed to the cross
of Christ,” or “done away” by the
Apostle Paul. These ministers have
all kinds of miserable excuses as to
why the Ten Commandments need
not be literally kept today—though
Jesus Christ taught His followers to
keep them (see Matthew 5:17–19;
Matthew 19:16–19; Luke 16:16–18).
Jesus’ own brother, the inspired
Apostle James, wrote: “For whoever
shall keep the whole law, and yet
stumble in one point, he is guilty of
all. For He who said, ‘Do not commit
adultery,’ also said, ‘Do not murder.’
Now if you do not commit adultery,
but you do murder, you have
become a transgressor of the law. So
speak and so do as those who will be
judged by the law of liberty” (James
2:10–12). Certainly, the “law” that
describes adultery and murder as sin
is the Ten Commandments. James
said that you and I will be “judged”
by that law! What could be more
clear than that? 

Jesus’ beloved Apostle John wrote:
“Here is the patience of the saints; here
are those who keep the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus”
(Revelation 14:12). Yet a diabolically
clever Satan the Devil has managed to
twist the meaning of certain passages
in the Bible in a way to contradict the

dozens of plain, clear scriptures telling
God’s people to obey the Ten
Commandments as a way of life! 

In his final letter at the very end
of his ministry, the Apostle Peter
warned us about unstable men who
“twist to their own destruction” the
writings of the Apostle Paul (2 Peter
3:16). He instructed those who knew
the Truth that had been taught by
Jesus Christ: “Therefore, dear
friends, since you already know this,
be on your guard so that you may not
be carried away by the error of law-
less men and fall from your secure
position” (2 Peter 3:17, NIV).
Obviously, these “lawless men” were
not merely teaching against the traf-
fic laws. Peter was inspired by God to
warn us against those false teach-
ers—often themselves deceived by
Satan—who would “twist” Paul’s
writings so as to supposedly “do
away” with the Ten Commandments! 

In Jesus’ name—as His ser-
vant—I admonish all of you minis-
ters and priests who are reading this
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prison after pleading guilty to 11 counts of fraud. 
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to wake up! You, too, can certainly
be forgiven for your past ignorance.
You, too, were probably “blinded”
by the massive deception of Satan
the Devil “who deceives the whole
world” (Revelation 12:9).

The Wages of 
Sin Is Death

God tells us that “the wages of
sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”
(Romans 6:23).

Sin automatically brings sor-
row, suffering and, eventually, the
second death in the Lake of Fire,
unless it is bitterly repented of
(Revelation 21:8). As we read in 1
John 3:4: “Whosoever committeth
sin transgresseth also the law: for
sin is the transgression of the law”
(KJV). For God’s law—the Ten
Commandments—is like the law of
gravity. God’s spiritual law “works”
whether you believe in it or not! 

Those who sin under the guise
of religion should be especially
ashamed! The profound sorrow in
the voices and faces of those abused
in their youth by Roman Catholic
priests should tell us something.
Such perverted, sinful acts bring
about years or even decades of agony
and suffering. How can those bish-
ops and cardinals who “covered up”
the foul deeds of perverted child-
molesting priests sleep at night?
They should consider the inspired
warning of the Apostle Paul: “Now
the Spirit expressly says that in latter
times some will depart from the
faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits
and doctrines of demons… forbid-
ding to marry, and commanding to
abstain from foods which God creat-
ed to be received with thanksgiving
by those who believe and know the
truth” (1 Timothy 4:1, 3). 

And we must not forget the
thousands of top business execu-
tives, lawyers and accountants
who—as callous sinners—thought

they could “get away” with stealing
billions of dollars through various
deceptions. They will be called to
account before long! Men like
Bernard Madoff will not only answer
to the courts of this nation, they will
eventually be brought before the
judgment of Almighty God! 

For many of them have deliber-
ately stolen the money and even the
livelihood of their employees and
investors in their companies. The
Eternal God strongly condemns
those who enrich themselves by tak-
ing advantage of others: “Woe to you,
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
For you devour widows’ houses, and
for a pretense make long prayers.
Therefore you will receive greater
condemnation” (Matthew 23:14). 

Sin automatically brings suffer-
ing. Some of those who sought their
temporary financial benefit through
greed and deceit may
even lose their homes
and become unable to
feed their families.
Many will be unable to
provide for their fami-
lies’ future. Even those
who are “better off”
may find their families
having to “do without”
for years to come.
Their sons and daugh-
ters may not be able to
go to the schools that
they had planned to
attend because “Daddy
lost his job.” Their lit-
tle children may not be
able to go to the sum-
mer camp that was
planned, or get the
new backyard swing
s e t  t h a t  h ad  been
promised. Families
may have to do with-
out their annual vaca-
t i on  t r i p  b e c au s e
money is tight. 

Even those who
did not perpetrate the

acts of greed will suffer because of
those who did. Employees who lose
their jobs because of the actions of
corrupt executives may never trust
their leaders again. For many fami-
lies, their entire lives will be changed
because of the corruption at the very
top of American business. The hurt
and disillusionment will last a life-
time. How can corrupt executives
sleep at night, knowing the pro-
found suffering their deceit and their
actions have caused? God’s word
tells us: “Good understanding giveth
favour: but the way of transgressors
is hard” (Proverbs 13:15, KJV).

Disobedience Is the Cause
of Human Suffering

In this article, we cannot even
begin to recount the innumerable
areas of sin and suffering in our pro-
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Christians, with the Holy Spirit
indwelling, can experience the joy
of living God’s way—and can receive
the many blessings He intends for
those who seek to obey Him.
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those who seek to obey Him.



fessing “Christian” world. For we
read almost daily of the unremitting
sorrow caused by those who sell and
those who use illegal drugs. And we
read of those whose minds and bod-
ies are weakened and debilitated
because they drink too much alco-
hol, smoke cigarettes or allow their
mind and spirit to be perverted by
the rotten purveyors of pornography.
Pornographers no doubt contribute
greatly to heinous sexual crimes, and
to causing a whole generation of
young men to grow up with a cheap
and demeaning view of womanhood! 

Many executives of the major
tobacco companies have been 
considered “pillars” in their local
communities; they have sat on 
the boards of their local churches
and surrounded themselves with
th e  s ymbo l s  o f  s u c c e s s  and
respectability. Yet many of these
same men knew or have known for
decades that their product often
contributes directly to the excruciat-
ing suffering and the premature
deaths of uncounted millions of
human beings! 

Do we still wonder why the
great God of creation is beginning
to “chasten” the American and
British-descended peoples? 

Although we have printed and
produced more Bibles than any
people in history, we continually
break and smash the laws of God!
Our religious, political and busi-
ness leaders—along with our
national sports and entertainment
“idols”—have all contributed to a
culture of deception and hypocrisy.
We have claimed to be a “Christian”
nation. But we have soundly reject-
ed the clear teachings Jesus Christ
gave in the “Sermon on the Mount”
(Matthew 5–7).

Jesus said: “Why do you call
me ‘Lord, Lord’ and not do the
things which I say?” (Luke 6:46). 

Near the end of His famous
“Sermon on the Mount,” wherein
He explains clearly that Christians

must obey the letter and the spirit
of the Ten Commandments, Jesus
stated: “Not everyone who says to
Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who
does the will of My Father in heav-
en. Many will say to Me in that day,
‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophe-
sied in Your name, cast out
demons in Your name, and done
many wonders in Your name?’ And
then I will declare to them, ‘I never
knew you; depart from Me, you
who  p rac t i c e  l aw le s sne s s ! ’ ”
(Matthew 7:21–23). 

There is a
cause for every
e f f e c t .  T h e
b r e a k i n g  o f
God’s great
spiritual law is
the basic cause of all human suffer-
ing. Once we have that one fact
straight, and live by it, the amount
of human suffering will become
minuscule! 

For after the Great Tribulation,
which Jesus Christ predicted—after
mankind has been truly humbled
and made “willing to listen”—the
whole world will be taught to obey
the Ten Commandments as a way of
life. Notice Isaiah’s inspired prophe-
cy: “Now it shall come to pass in
the latter days that the mountain of
the LORD’s house shall be estab-
lished on the top of the mountains,
and shall be exalted above the hills;
and all nations shall flow to it.
Many people shall come and say,
‘Come, and let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, to the house
of the God of Jacob; He will teach

us His ways, and we shall walk in
His paths.’ For out of Zion shall go
forth the law, and the word of the
LORD from Jerusalem. He shall
judge between the nations, and
rebuke many people; they shall beat
their swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they
learn war anymore” (Isaiah 2:2–4). 

The prophet Jeremiah was
inspired by God to tell us: “But this
is the covenant that I will make
with the house of Israel after those
days, says the LORD: I will put My
law in their minds, and write it on
their hearts; and I will be their
God, and they shall be My people”

(Jeremiah 31:33). 
T h rou gh  r e a l

conversion, and the
g i f t  o f  t h e  H o l y  
Spirit, God will actu-
ally put His spiritual
l a w — t h e  T e n
Commandments—
into the hearts and
minds of all His peo-
p le .  Then ,  in  the
coming millennial

rule of Jesus Christ, there will be a
depth of peace and joy that this
world has never experienced. 

As Jeremiah wrote, God will
“forgive their iniquity” (v. 34). The
“wages of sin” will be removed. God
tells His people what they will expe-
rience after they return from the
Great Tribulation, when they learn
to obey His law and to truly follow
His way: “Instead of your shame you
shall have double honor, and instead
of confusion they shall rejoice in
their portion. Therefore in their land
they shall possess double; everlast-
ing joy shall be theirs” (Isaiah 61:7). 

May the God of the Bible—the
Creator who gives life and breath to
us all—help you to seek and to find
the true religion. And may He give
you the faith and the courage to act
on that Truth.
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QUESTION: Jesus’ death and resurrection lifted the veil between human beings and God the
Father (Matthew 27:51; 2 Corinthians 3:14–16). Since we now have direct contact with the
Father, unlike the ancients who only knew the God of the Old Testament—Jesus Christ (1
Corinthians 10:4)—why do we need to pray to Jesus? In fact, should we be praying to Christ at
all, since He came to reveal the Father (John 14:7)?

ANSWER: It is surprising to see how many pro-
fessing Christians almost totally ignore God the
Father in their prayers. This is ironic, since Christ
Himself in the “model prayer” taught His disciples
to pray in the manner, “Our Father in Heaven,
hallowed be Your name” (Matthew 6:9). Yes,
Jesus Christ personally taught that a Christian’s
prayers should mainly be directed toward God
the Father!

Even though Christ, as the Logos—the
Word—had existed from eternity with God the
Father (John 1:1–4), He deferred to His Father. To
do His Father’s will, He was willing to become
flesh (John 1:14–15). Considering Himself the ser-
vant of His Father, He did not in any way seek to
draw attention away from God the Father.
Indeed, He considered Himself subordinate,
telling the disciples, “My Father is greater than I”
(John 14:28).

Jesus never resisted His Father’s will. Knowing
that He would soon be crucified, Christ prayed to
His Father, “Father, if it is Your will, take this cup
away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but
Yours, be done” (Luke 22:42). Indeed, Jesus was
one in thought, attitude and purpose with His
Father (John 10:22–39).

So, yes, we should follow Christ’s words and
example, and direct our prayers to God the
Father. But when we pray to the Father, we must
never forget that we can only do so by the
authority of His beloved Son, Jesus Christ. “And
whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through Him” (Colossians 3:17).

The Apostle Paul wrote of his hope that
Christians’ “hearts may be encouraged, being knit
together in love, and attaining to all riches of the
full assurance of understanding, to the knowl-
edge of the mystery of God, both of the Father

and of Christ, in whom are hidden all the treas-
ures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians
2:2–3). Not only did our Savior teach us to pray
to God the Father; He made those prayers possi-
ble. God the Father does not want us to avoid a
loving, personal relationship with His beloved
Son (Matthew 17:5).

Scripture gives us the example of the deacon
Stephen—the first recorded martyr of the
Apostolic Church. “And they stoned Stephen as
he was calling on God and saying, ‘Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit’” (Acts 7:59). Even at the very
end of his life, while he was being murdered for
his bold preaching, Stephen called out not to
God the Father but to Jesus Christ, his Savior.
Stephen knew that he had a profound relation-
ship with both God the Father and with Jesus
Christ.

Jesus accepted worship—the reverence of
others—directed towards Him. When He
appeared to the disciples after His resurrection,
“they came and held Him by the feet and wor-
shiped Him” (Matthew 28:9). Since His resurrec-
tion, the glorified Jesus Christ has sat at the right
hand of God the Father (Hebrews 10:12; 1 Peter
3:21–22). As our High Priest and Mediator (1
Timothy 2:5), He intercedes continually for
Christians. As our High Priest and our Savior, He is
worthy of worship, and of receiving our prayers.
If we have a relationship with Christ, we will obey
Him and pray to God the Father, but we will not
forget that it is our relationship with Christ that
allows us to know the Father (John 17:20–23).

No, it is not wrong to pray to Jesus Christ—
but we should not dismiss Christ’s instruction that
we pray to His Father. We will please and honor
Christ far more by obeying what He taught than
by minimizing or ignoring His direct command
that we pray first and foremost to His Father. 
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eople have always wanted to know the future, and
they will often seek just about every possible
source except the Bible. Large circulation newspa-
pers often publish a horoscope. The idea is that

your birth date somehow determines your characteristics and
prophetic events at certain times of the year, and this is sup-
posedly determined by the position of constellations in the
heavens. 

Others pay mediums to read a crystal ball, and sometimes
try to communicate with the dead. Others read Tarot cards for
prophetic interpretations. Millions of people look to séances,
channeling, and astrology for power and insight. They dabble
in the occult and seek answers from soothsayers and mystics.
They even fellowship with witches, mediums, and sorcerers.
Will all these reveal God’s will for you? Of course not! God calls

By Richard F. AmesBy Richard F. Ames

these practices an abomination
(Deuteronomy 18). There is a
world of spirit deception. God tells
us that Satan the devil has
deceived the whole world
(Revelation 12:9). He has deceived
you and me. But God can help us
see through the devices and decep-
tions of the devil.

Bible prophecy reveals the
sequence of events in the end-
time and the dangerous times
ahead. Your Bible reveals that
Armageddon and World War III
lie on the horizon. The world
faces terrorism, major famines,
pestilence, and severe natural dis-
asters: earthquakes, tsunamis,
cyclones, and hurricanes. With
war, sickness, suffering and pain
all around us, many people are
tempted to lose hope. But did you
know that Bible prophecy reveals
vital truths about the future of
the world—and your own des-
tiny? Beyond a soon-coming time
of great tribulation lies a future
time of world peace under the
Kingdom of God. Your Bible
reveals that the Prince of Peace,
Jesus Christ, will return to teach
all nations the way to peace.
Under Christ’s loving rule, in the
prophesied time known as the
Millennium, the world will pros-
per with clean air, clean water
and sustainable agriculture. 

We are living in the prophet-
ic period of time that your Bible
identifies as the end-time. When
you come to understand the
prophecies in your Bible, you will
see that these are exciting times,
leading up to the return of Jesus
Christ as King of kings and Lord
of lords, and the establishment of
His Kingdom on the earth! 

Bible prophecy is exciting to
many, but some Bible prophecies
may seem hard to understand.
The books of Daniel and
Revelation feature various sym-
bols and imagery. When ancient
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King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon
dreamed of a mysterious statue
made of different metals and clay,
the prophet Daniel interpreted the
dream’s meaning (Daniel 2:1–45).
The famous Four Horsemen of the
Apocalypse symbolize devastation
and deception (Revelation 6:1–8).
The Beast of Revelation 13 rising up
out of the sea has seven heads and
ten horns. The Beast of Revelation
17, which rises out of a bottomless
pit, also has seven heads and ten
horns, but that Beast is ridden by a
harlot. The Apostle John writes
what he sees in vision: “And on her
forehead a name was written: MYS-
TERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF
THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE
EARTH” (Revelation 17:5).

How can we understand these
mysterious symbols, and the many
intricacies of Bible prophecy? In
this article we will briefly consider
five principles for understanding
the prophecies in your Bible.

Key 1: Trust Scripture 
to Interpret Scripture

Where should you turn to learn
the truth? Jesus, in His heartfelt
prayer the night before He was cru-
cified, prayed for His disciples:
“Sanctify them by Your truth. Your
word is truth” (John 17:17). God’s
word, the Bible, is truth. It is the
written word of God. If you want to
understand the future God has
planned for you and all humanity,
you need to go to the Bible, not to
soothsayers and mediums.

The book of Revelation contains
symbolic language, giving a descrip-
tion of the glorified Messiah, the
Son of Man, standing in the midst of
seven lampstands. We read: “He had
in His right hand seven stars, out of
His mouth went a sharp two-edged
sword, and His countenance was
like the sun shining in its strength”
(Revelation 1:16). What do these

stars and lampstands symbolize? We
do not need to guess; the Bible itself
tells us the meaning! “The mystery
of the seven stars which you saw in
My right hand, and the seven gold-
en lampstands: The seven stars are
the angels of the seven churches,
and the seven lampstands which
you saw are the seven churches” (v.
20).

In Bible symbolism, stars are
ange l s—and  l amps t and s  a re

churches. The writer of the book of
Revelation, or the Apocalypse, con-
tinues in the next two chapters
writing God’s message and admoni-
tion to the seven churches in Asia
Minor—modern-day Turkey. Of
course, the Apostle John was writ-
ing this book near the end of the
first century AD. 

You are probably familiar with
t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  K i n g
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. The
prophet Daniel was called before
King Nebuchadnezzar, and pro-
ceeded to describe the great image
in the king’s dream. “You, O king,
were watching; and behold, a great
image! This great image, whose
splendor was excellent, stood
before you; and its form was awe-
some. This image’s head was of fine
gold, its chest and arms of silver, its
belly and thighs of bronze, its legs
of iron, its feet partly of iron and
partly of clay. You watched while a
stone was cut out without hands,
which struck the image on its feet of
iron and clay, and broke them in
pieces” (Daniel 2:31–34). 

What did this statue symbol-
i z e ? D a n i e l s a i d  t o  K i n g
Nebuchadnezzar, “You are this
head of gold” (v. 38). History con-

firms Daniel’s interpretation of the
subsequent empires symbolized by
the statue. That empire was
replaced by the Medo-Persian
Empire (558–330BC), represented
by the chest and arms of silver.
The belly and thighs of bronze
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  G r e c o -
Macedonian Empire of Alexander
the Great (333–31BC). The two
legs of iron represent the Roman
Empire (31BC to 476AD). Finally,

the ten toes on two feet of iron
mixed with ceramic clay represent
a future revival of the Roman
Empire.

Daniel’s prophecy revealed four
historical world-ruling empires.
History confirms that the predic-
tions of these four empires did
come to pass.

Key 2: Understand
Prophetic Time Gaps

The Gospel of Luke records
what happened when Jesus was vis-
iting his home town of Nazareth
and was invited to read from the
scriptures on the Sabbath. “And He
was handed the book of the prophet
Isaiah. And when He had opened
the book, He found the place where
it was written: ‘The Spirit of the
LORD is upon Me, because He has
anointed Me to preach the gospel to
the poor; He has sent Me to heal the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty
to the captives and recovery of sight
to the blind, to set at liberty those
who are oppressed; to proclaim the
acceptable year of the LORD.’ Then
He closed the book, and gave it
back to the attendant and sat down.
And the eyes of all who were in the

The world faces terrorism, major famines, pestilence, and
severe natural disasters: earthquakes, tsunamis, cyclones,
and hurricanes. With war, sickness, suffering and pain all
around us, many people are tempted to lose hope.



synagogue were fixed on Him. And
He began to say to them, ‘Today this
Scripture is fulfilled in your hear-
ing’” (Luke 4:17–21).

Jesus closed the book He was
reading, right in the middle of a verse.
He omitted the second part of the
verse referring to the day of
vengeance. Why? Because the
remainder of Isaiah’s prophecy
applies to Jesus’ second coming—
when the Day of the Lord, the day of
God’s vengeance and
wrath takes place. Yes,
there is a time gap of about
2,000 years between the
fulfillment of the first part
of the verse and the sec-
ond part of the verse. 

Another aspect of
prophetic time gaps is the
principle of “duality.”
Often in the Bible we find
a former fulfillment of a
prophecy, and a later,
more climactic fulfill-
ment of the prophecy.
The principle of duality is
found throughout the Bible. For
example, we read: “And so it is writ-
ten, ‘The first man Adam became a
living being.’ The last Adam became
a life-giving spirit” (1 Corinthians
15:45). Who was the last Adam?
Scripture gives us the answer, “The
first man was of the earth, made of
dust; the second Man is the Lord
from heaven” (v. 47). Yes, the sec-
ond Adam was Jesus Christ.

Prophecy is often dual—and we
ought to learn the lessons of histo-
ry. The destruction of Jerusalem by
the Roman armies in 70AD was just
a foreshadowing of the great tribu-
lation that lies yet ahead.

Key 3: Find Modern
Nations in Scripture

Where is the United States
mentioned in the Bible? Or under
what name can we locate it? Where
can we find Great Britain in the

Bible? Obviously the modern names
do not appear, but the ancestors of
these nations are prominently
named in the Bible.

The Bible does mention such
nations as Egypt, Libya and
Ethiopia—and it may surprise you
that Assyria will eventually be one
of the prominent nations in the
Millennium, along with Egypt and
Israel (Isaiah 19:23–24). But which
nation today is Assyria?

In our free reprint article,
Resurgent Germany: A Fourth Reich?,
Tomorrow’s World writer Douglas S.
Winnail explains: “Most modern
historians hesitate or fail to make
any connection between the disap-
pearance of the Assyrians and the
appearance of the Germanic tribes.
But Germany’s cultural history and
national character resemble
Assyria’s like no other nation.…
When the Bible speaks of Assyria in
the end times, it is speaking of
Germany. No other modern nation
fits the description so completely.”
If you have not already done so,
please write for your free copy of
this important article.

You can begin to understand
much more about end-time prophe-
cy when you have the accurate
knowledge of the modern descen-
dants of ancient biblical nations.
Our free booklet, The United States
and Great Britain in Prophecy, will

give you the historical and biblical
information to identify the U.S. and
other major nations in prophecy. 

Key 4: Know God’s
Prophetic Framework

This is a major key for under-
standing Bible prophecy. This is a
key that relatively few professing
Christians know. There are many
different ideas and scenarios regard-

ing Bible prophecy. You may
have heard of postmillenni-
alism and amillennialism.
These teach wrongly that
Jesus Christ will return
after the prophesied
Millennium, or that He will
not return at all. 

The truth is what is
called pre-millennialism—
the teaching that Christ will
return to set up a literal
kingdom here on earth for a
literal period of a thousand
years. The book of
Revelation describes a peri-

od of 31⁄2 years leading up to the
return of Christ. The first five seals
of Revelation, outlined in Revelation
6, cover a period of 21⁄2 years—the
Great Tribulation of which Jesus
spoke in Matthew 24.

The sixth seal is the Heavenly
Signs. The whole world will be put
on notice when this event occurs.
The Apostle John writes, “I looked
when He opened the sixth seal, and
behold, there was a great earth-
quake; and the sun became black as
sackcloth of hair, and the moon
became like blood. And the stars of
heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree
drops its late figs when it is shaken
by a mighty wind. Then the sky
receded as a scroll when it is rolled
up, and every mountain and island
was moved out of its place”
(Revelation 6:12–14).

The whole world will be
shocked and terrified. The world
will then realize that the time of
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God’s judgment has come! The
Heavenly Signs introduce the one-
year prophetic time period known
as the Day of the Lord. The famous
Day of the Lord is mentioned in
some 30 prophecies in your Bible.
The Day of the Lord in end-time
prophecy, the time preceding
Christ’s second coming, is a period
of one year (Isaiah 34:8; 63:4), fol-
lowing the Great Tribulation and
the Heavenly Signs. 

This is the year of God’s pun-
ishment on the nations. And it cul-
minates with the announcement of
Christ’s return and the establish-
ment of the Kingdom of God on
earth. That is the exciting good
news of prophecy! “Then the sev-
enth angel sounded: And there were
loud voices in heaven, saying, ‘The
kingdoms of this world have
become the kingdoms of our Lord
and of His Christ, and He shall
reign forever and ever!’”
(Revelation 11:15).

We should all look forward to
the return of Christ. And we need to
be spiritually preparing for that
soon-coming event. As you can see,
the Bible gives us an overall frame-
work for prophecy. You need to
understand that framework!

Key 5: Learn the
Purpose of Bible

Prophecy

There are many religious hob-
byists who create wild ideas and
misinterpretations of prophecy.
What are the purposes of prophecy?
Unger’s Bible Dictionary gives this
warning. “Prophecy is not intended
to open the future to idle curiosity,
but for the higher purpose of fur-
nishing light to those whose faith
needs confirming.” Does your faith
need confirming? “The revelation of
future events may be needful in
times of discouragement to awaken
or sustain hope, to inspire confi-
dence in the midst of general back-

sliding, and to warn of evil threat-
ening the faithful. The predictions
against Babylon, Tyre, Egypt,
Nineveh, and other kingdoms, were
delivered to the people of God to
comfort them, by revealing to them
the fate of their enemies” (Unger’s
Bible Dictionary, p. 892).

Understand that Bible prophecy
also warns people and nations to
repent, so they can avoid punish-
ment. John the Baptist was baptiz-
ing massive crowds of people who
were moved by his preaching. The
Gospel writer Matthew describes
what happened. “In those days John
the Baptist came preaching in the
wilderness of Judea, and saying,
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
is at hand!’” (Matthew 3:1–2). Jesus
Christ, of course, later preached
that same message (Mark 1:14–15).
What was the response to John’s
preaching? “Then Jerusalem, all
Judea, and all the
region around the
Jordan went out to
him and were baptized
by him in the Jordan,
confessing their sins”
(Matthew 3:5–6).

Are you preparing
f o r  t h e  S e c o n d
Coming of  Chris t?
Understanding the
r e a l i t y  o f  B i b l e
prophecy wil l  help
you prepare! On the
day of Pentecost, in
31AD ,  t h e  Apos t l e
Peter  exhorted the
thousands in his audi-
ence to repent and be
baptized (Acts 2:38).
Peter motivated the
crowd to change their
lives. He said, “‘Be
saved from this per-
ve r s e  g ene r a t i on . ’
Then those who glad-
ly received his word
were baptized; and
that day about three

thousand souls were added to
them” (Acts 2:40–41). If God has
brought you to the point of repen-
tance and you understand the com-
mitment of baptism, please do not
hesitate to contact one of our rep-
resentatives at the regional office
nearest you, listed on page 30 of
this magazine.

The Bible clearly outlines the
judgment that will be upon the
Western nations if we persist in
our immoral, anti-God lifestyles.
But if you understand Bible
prophecy, you can be spared great
suffering, and can experience
God’s blessings individually, even
if your nation undergoes God’s
j udgmen t .  P rophecy  re v e a l s
sobering end-time events just
ahead, but it also reveals the good
news of God’s soon-coming king-
dom. God speed that wonderful
day!

WWrriittee  ffoorr  oouurr  FREE bbooookklleett,,  
Prophecy Fulfilled: God’s

Hand in World Affairs
oorr  ddoowwnnllooaadd  iitt  ffrroomm  tthhee  BBooookklleettss
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Prophecy is not just something you
can understand—it is something you
can see fulfilled around you, if you
know how and where to look!

Prophecy Fulfilled: God’s
Hand in World Affairs

Prophecy is not just something you
can understand—it is something you
can see fulfilled around you, if you
know how and where to look!



Is Gibraltar an 18th century anachronism?
Should the British simply hand over its six square
kilometres of territory, which the Spanish claim is
rightfully theirs?

Spain is once again challenging Great Britain’s
tenuous hold on the strategic Rock of Gibraltar—
that tiny outcrop of limestone at the southern tip
of the Iberian Peninsula. It has been a constant
source of irritation to the
Spanish ever since the Treaty of
Utrecht ceded it to the British
in 1713 with the stipulation
that the fortress and its town
“were to be held and enjoyed
forever without exception or
impediment whatsoever.”

Relations between Gibraltar
and Spain have long been diffi-
cult. In 1969, Generalissimo
Francisco Franco, ruler of Spain
from 1936 to 1975, had closed his nation’s border
to Gibraltarians. The socialist government that fol-
lowed after Franco’s death brought Spain into the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, and when in
1986 Spain joined the European Union, hopes
again flared in Spain that a supranational authori-
ty might persuade Britain to hand back “the Rock.”

In June 2009, the EU gave Spain additional
rights to the waters around Gibraltar by declar-
ing a new “environmental zone” to be main-
tained by Spain. But there is more. “Under EU
law, a conservation site can only be declared by
the sovereign state which owns the piece of land
or sea in question. So by allowing Spain’s request
to include waters around Gibraltar, European
bureaucrats have tacitly recognised its posses-
sion of British territory” (“Gibraltar Con Trick,”
The Daily Mail, June 1, 2009).

What few understand is that this squabble is
not just a contest between Spanish covetousness
and British intransigence. It is about a promise
God made to Abraham and his descendants near-
ly 4,000 years ago.

Long-time Tomorrow’s World readers know
that Scripture reveals the people of the United
States, along with the British-descended peoples,
are modern-day descendants of of ancient Israel.
The Bible shows that when Jacob (Israel) died, he
passed on to Joseph—and Joseph’s two sons
Ephraim and Manasseh (Genesis 48:16, 20)—all

the blessings God had given
him. These blessings were in
addition to the blessings God
had previously promised to
Abraham and Isaac. 

Scripture recounts a bless-
ing God promised to these
descendants, that “blessing I
will bless you, and multiply-
ing I will multiply your
descendants as the stars of

the heaven and as the sand which is on
the seashore; and your descendants shall pos-
sess the gates of their enemies” (Genesis 22:17).

This promise was to be fulfilled in the “latter
days”—near the end of the age just before Jesus
Christ’s return to earth. Though the promise was
unconditional in its fulfilment, God placed condi-
tions on Abraham’s progeny if they were to retain
the blessings. He warned that if they despised His
statutes and abhorred His judgments, He would
remove His benefits from them (Leviticus 26:14–17).

This is what we are now seeing, as Britain’s
global reach diminishes.

Sea Gates

At the height of its empire, Britain held the
majority of the world’s sea gates. Some historians
have called these “choke points” where natural
topographical and geological factors combine to
create waterways, giving those who control
them a strategic naval advantage.

Consider the Straits of Malacca, through
which pass 80 percent of Japan’s oil imports and
50,000 ships each year. Great Britain controlled
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that waterway until it gave Singapore independ-
ence in 1965. Throughout the 1950s and 1960s,
decolonisation of its Empire meant that the once-
powerful British nation divested most of its sea
gates. Here is a list of strategic territories that
Britain gained, then lost.

1815–1948 Sri Lanka
1882–1956 Suez Canal (in Egypt)
1819–1965 Singapore
1839–1967 Aden
1795–1975 Simon’s Town Naval Base 

(in South Africa)
1841–1997 Hong Kong

Great Britain still holds several sea gates.
Along with Gibraltar, it controls the Falkland
Islands (called the Malvinas by Argentina, which
also claims them), and at a great cost in British
lives and wealth defended that control in a 1982
war. Another less strategic possession is the
island of Diego Garcia, in the Indian Ocean,
which Britain leases to the U.S. and which played
a role during the two Gulf Wars. 

The United States has also controlled several
sea gates, including the Philippine naval base at
Subic Bay (1899–1992) and the Panama Canal
(1914–1999). With the loss of those gates comes a
loss of international influence; not only has the
Panama Canal been ceded to Panama, but this vital
strategic resource is now being managed by a com-
pany from the People’s Republic of China! What
will this portend in the event of a military conflict?

What do world trends portend for the future
British control of Gibraltar? In an age of nuclear
weaponry, sea gates may seem redundant. But is
this so? Most definitely not! Consider, for example,
the recent conflict in South Ossetia. Within days of
hostilities, U.S. Sixth Fleet ships had passed
through the Bosporus to provide humanitarian
relief to the Georgians, putting Russia on notice of
America’s interest in the matter. To do so, the ships
had to pass through the straits of Gibraltar and
the Bosporus. Today, Britain and Turkey respective-
ly control those vital “choke points”—but things
could change. As the European Union gains eco-

nomic and military clout, and the U.S. and Britain
face cutbacks in military spending, it is only a mat-
ter of time before the combined European force
calls on Britain to relinquish its Gibraltar naval
base to a joint European command.

Ceuta

No, Spain will not gain exclusive control of
Gibraltar, either, but it has interests to protect on
the other side of the strait.

Spain’s claim on Gibraltar takes on a different
appearance when we examine the Spanish claim
to the strategic North African port of Ceuta, which
Spain has controlled since 1580, opposite Gibraltar
to the south. The government of Morocco has
argued that if Spain wins control of Gibraltar, Ceuta
should be returned to Moroccan possession, so
that Spain does not control both sides of the straits
entering the Mediterranean Sea. Yet many inhabi-
tants of Ceuta are of Spanish ancestry and speak
the Spanish language. They do not want to
become Moroccans, any more than English-speak-
ing residents of Gibraltar want to become Spanish.

In a 1967 referendum, 12,138 residents of
Gibraltar indicated their preference to remain a
British territory; just 44 wanted to return to Spanish
control. In 2002, 98.97 percent of Gibraltar’s resi-
dents voted to reject joint sovereignty with Spain.

What will come of Gibraltar as British naval
power wanes? Consider the old Gibraltarian leg-
end that as long as there is a colony of Barbary
Macaques on the Rock, it will remain British. In
1942, upon learning that the macaque popula-
tion had dwindled to just a few, Prime Minister
Winston Churchill ordered that some Moroccan
macaques be brought to replenish Gibraltar’s
stock. Today, there are just 230 of these monkeys
on the Rock. Will they leave, or will they die out?

God knows the answer to this question. If
you would like to know more about the future of
the U.S. and British-descended nations, request
your free copy of our vital booklet, The United
States and Great Britain in Prophecy.

—Rod King
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rivate Harry Patch was the oldest man in the
U.K. when he died at age 111 on July 24,
2009. More than that, he was Britain’s last
surviving soldier who had endured the hor-
rors of trench warfare during World War I.

You might not know who he was, but his death was
significant, especially in the United Kingdom. The
Queen and an entire nation mourned his death. Prince
Charles, Prime Minister Gordon Brown and many oth-
ers paid tribute to Harry as a preeminent example of
the sacrifice, courage, fortitude and sense of duty that
characterized his generation in pursuit of freedom and
liberty. Many went on to highlight the importance of
sacrifice, in defending the lasting values and freedoms
epitomized by Private Patch and many like him during
the war years.

Harry was a teenage “Tommy” in WWI and served in
the British army in the trenches of northern France. With
his death at age 111, The U.K.’s last surviving connection

with the First World War has ended. That is really rather
important. It means there is no one left who can describe
firsthand through personal experience what really took
place—what it was really like, what we might learn from
it all.

For most of his life, Harry determined that he
would never discuss what he had experienced during
the war. Yet at age 100 he was persuaded to end that
silence—and he became a vocal and iconic spokesman
on the futility of war. He used his celebrity status to
encourage gratitude and respect for those who served
on all sides in the conduct of war. But he was most pas-
sionate in pleading for disputes to be settled by means
other than violence and war. 

A Century of War

Around the time of the First World War, the nature
of war itself was dramatically changing. Technological

By John MeakinBy John Meakin
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and scientific advancements were
ensuring that the killing of fellow
human beings could be prosecuted
on a truly industrial scale. In his
first speech as a Member of
Parliament in 1901, a 26-year-old
Winston Churchill, fresh from his
experiences of war in South Africa,
warned of this trend: “We must not
regard war with a Modern Power as
a kind of game in which we may
take a hand, and with good luck
and good management may play
adroitly for an evening and come
safe home with our winnings.” 

Churchill presciently described
the wars he saw coming over the
horizon. “A European war cannot
be anything but a cruel heartrend-
ing struggle, which, if we are ever
to enjoy the bitter fruits of victory,
must demand perhaps for several
years, the whole manhood of the
nation, the entire suspension of
peaceful industries, and the con-
centrating to one end of every vital
energy in the community” (A
History of the Twentieth Century,
Vol. 1 by Martin Gilbert, p. 51).
Churchill saw war, even miniature
ones in the guise of minor con-
flicts, as hideous and appalling.
Who could have foreseen that just
13 years hence the entire world
would be plunged into a vicious
and bloody conflagration that
would cost millions of lives? 

But this “war to end all wars”
as it became known, failed to end
war! In time we renamed it World
War I—because another even more
horrific world war would soon fol-
low. The flower of an entire gener-
ation had been lost in the killing
fields of northern Europe. Yet the
revulsion felt by so many towards
the sheer horror and tragic waste of
human life did not end war. As a
young diplomat observed to
President Woodrow Wilson, recog-
nizing the disastrous consequence
of war reparations set in 1919 by
the Paris Peace Conference at
Versailles, “Our government has
consented now to deliver the suf-
fering peoples of the world to new

oppressions, subjections and dis-
memberments—a new century of
war” (The Great Influenza, by John
M. Barry, p. 388, emphasis ours). 

Was it really that much of a sur-
prise that the 20th century turned
out just as predicted?
It began with war
and it ended with
war. “No year passed
without soldiers and
civilians being killed
in war, or struggling
to recover from its
ravages” (Gilbert, p.
2). Why should the
21st century be any
d i f f e r e n t ?  H a s
mankind perhaps
finally learned the
lessons of war, as
Harry Patch want-
ed—to resolve our
differences some
other way than by
violence? Or is the
timeless wisdom
found in the Bible, in commenting
on human nature, perhaps more
accurate: “Their feet are swift to shed
blood; destruction and misery are in
their ways; and the way of peace they
have not known. There is no fear of
God before their eyes” (Romans
3:15–18). There is something pro-
foundly deficient revealed by the vio-
lent proclivities of human nature.
Could it be connected with a disregard
and neglect of the thinking and ways of
God?

Why Remember the Past?

Why is the death of a man like
Harry Patch of such importance?
When the last living connection
with events in the past is severed,
something irrevocable is lost.
Inevitably, memories fade and with
them the reality of those past
events. It is left to the historians to
chronicle such events. As a result,
theirs is an important and vital role.

The job of historians is to accu-
rately assemble the facts and reflect
upon the meaning of past events so

future generations can remember.
But the problem is that we live in a
generation that lives almost entirely
in the delights, pleasures and preoc-
cupations of the present, and is
largely unconcerned about the past.

Consider this per-
spective from one
such famous histo-
r i a n ,  E r i c
Hobsbawm: “The
destruction of the
past… is one of the
most characteristic
and eerie phenom-
ena of the late
twentieth century.
Most young men
and women at the
century’s end grow
up in a sort of per-
manent present
lacking any organ-
ic relation to the
public past of the
times they live in.
This makes histo-

rians, whose business is to
remember what others forget, more
essential at the end of the second
millennium than ever before” (Age
of Extremes, p. 3). 

Today, there is a kind of collec-
tive amnesia of the present genera-
tion that is truly discouraging and
deeply concerning. After all, as the
US, Spanish-born philosopher,
George Santayana, observed, “Those
who cannot remember the past are
condemned to repeat it” (The Life Of
Reason, vol. 1). If we do not confront
and deal with the violent proclivities
of human nature, then we are doomed.
Especially in a world where the
destructive potential of war seems
to increase exponentially.

We must never forget the futil-
ity and destructiveness of war or
the lessons we should learn from it.
As an example, consider the Nazi
holocaust of the Second World
War. Some debate whether such a
monumental horror could ever be
repeated. Others, appallingly, now
deny it ever took place. It was so
terrible, so dreadful, and so utterly

Private Harry Patch, Britain’s last  
surviving World War I veteran, died
on  Ju l y  24 ,  2009  a t  age  111 .
©AFP/PHOTO/Shaun Curry/Files



unimaginable that it has scarred
entire generations that came after-
ward. For some, it has become easi-
er and more convenient to forget,
and to convince themselves that it
never happened.

Sometimes a nation finds itself
so troubled by its own past that its
leaders erase history even from
school lessons, in favor of stories
more palatable. Ask a typical
Japanese schoolchild and a typical
Chinese schoolchild about Japan’s
1931 invasion of Manchuria, and
you will hear two very different
“historical”  accounts  of  what  
transpired. 

This is one reason why General
Dwight D. Eisenhower, commander-

in-chief of Allied forces during
WWII, insisted that the horror of the
Nazi death camps be filmed in great
detail for future generations.
Germany, and German-occupied
Poland, had been the site of atroci-
ties hard for many to believe.
Seventy years after Germany invaded
Poland, marking the start of World
War II (see “Poland and the Legacy
of World War II” on page 22 of this
issue), the shattering effect of those
years still lingers.

Well-aware of the human
capacity for denial, Eisenhower
insisted that residents of the sur-
rounding towns and cities be
brought to the death camps, to
smell the stench and see for them-
selves the shocking reality of what
the Nazi regime had perpetrated.
Had he not done so, many would
have remained unaware of the
truth. Eisenhower appreciated that
future generations might be tempt-
ed to blot out of their collective
memories the sheer unfathomable

horror of it all. And so it has been.
Eisenhower was determined to do
his part never to let that happen.

One of the lessons of war
enshrined in the passing of Harry
Patch is that we should take the time
to learn about the events of history so
we never forget and never deny what
took place—whether out of horror,
revulsion—or any other reason!

More Than a 
History Book!

Which brings us to the history
book par excellence—already
referred to—the Holy Bible. Unlike
other books of history, its authority,
its scope, depth and range of experi-

ence and advice is unprecedented.
Why do so many people pay such lit-
tle attention to it today? In an increas-
ingly Godless age, it has become fash-
ionable to ignore and even to forget
what God’s word has to say. 

But the Bible presents us with
much more than history. It claims to
be inspired directly by God—God-
breathed (2 Timothy 3:16)—and
profitable in every way. It is God’s
timeless message of wisdom to
mankind across the entire panoply
of human experience. Its message is
invaluable. We should relearn its
importance and pay more attention to
its message. 

For example, while we are on
the subject of war, it provides us
with a simple understanding of the
causes of war: “Where do wars and
fights come from among you? Do
they not come from your desires for
pleasure that war in your members?
You lust and do not have. You mur-
der and covet and cannot obtain.
You fight and war. Yet you do not

have because you do not ask. You
ask and do not receive, because you
ask amiss, that you may spend it on
your pleasures” (James 4:1–3). 

We cannot escape this observa-
tion that war and violence are inte-
gral to selfish human nature, which
all-too-often resorts to some form of
violence to get what it wants. At the
same time we refuse to countenance
the commandments and priorities
of a loving God, who commands
that we not resolve our differences
through violence. “Repay no one
evil for evil… live peaceably with all
men… do not avenge yourselves,
but rather give place to wrath; for it
is written, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will
repay,’ says the Lord… Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good” (Romans 12:17–21). 

Many of us apply this advice, as
best as we can, in our close person-
al relationships. The greater chal-
lenge is to find ways to apply this
advice to all our other relationships
as well. How can these principles be
applied to prevent nation rising up
against nation—even to preventing
conflict that could bring our entire
civilization to its knees—or worse?

As Harry Patch felt so strongly,
there has to be another way. And there
is—if we are willing to live our lives
in harmony with what God asks of us.

B u t  t h e r e  i s  y e t  m o r e .
Remarkably, the Bible also records
what we might call history in
advance. It is called prophecy—
God’s predictive eye view of the
future. God sets out in the Bible an
outline of the way world events will
transpire. It is not a pretty picture.
The Bible chronicles the end result
of human nature—a war to truly
end all wars: “For then there will be
great tribulation, such as has not
been since the beginning of the
world until this time, no, nor ever
shall be. And unless those days
were shortened, no flesh would be
saved” (Matthew 24:21–22).

Christ’s words ultimately refer
to a time of trouble that will tran-
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“Repay no one evil for evil… live peaceably with all men… 
do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; 
for it is written, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the
Lord… Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 
with good” (Romans 12:17–21). 



I want to thank very much Mr. Richard Ames
for his article, “Prayer: Our Lifeline to God”

(Tomorrow’s World, May-June 2009). I
have read it many times and have pho-
tocopied it for a friend of mine. Each

time I read it, I feel closer to the Lord and I want to
improve my prayer life so that I will experience the
joy of the Lord as well as sense His presence in my
life. I love to receive all your literature and have also
enjoyed the booklet Twelve Keys to Answered
Prayer. Thank you so much. 

D. S., Toronto, ON, Canada

I discovered your magazine in my optometrist’s mail,
and it struck me with the article “The Truth That
Almost No One Knows” (Tomorrow’s World, July-
August 2008).  I have had so many questions about
what happens after death and it really put my mind
at ease. I was raised in churches where I was taught
to fear God and to fear everything that is happening
in the world. Fear death, fear God, fear hell, fear all.
I felt like I became a Christian solely out of fear. Your
articles I have read have made me feel so much more
at ease with my life. Thank you for showing me that
there is a loving side to God and that as much as He
should be feared like a parent, there is the side of jus-
tice and love. God bless all of you in your works. You
have made such a positive difference in my life and I
am eternally grateful for the insight!

B. G., Gautier, MS

I want you to cancel my subscription to the
Tomorrow’s World magazine. I picked it up this past
weekend and read your article in the March-April
2009 issue “The Problem of Biblical Illiteracy.” I feel
sorry for you when Christ returns and you get the
biggest surprise of your life. What makes you so
sure you have interpreted the Bible correctly? God
has not given any one man or group of men the
exact answers to the way the end times will play
out, so be very careful. You are judging other
Christian ministers as misleading and confusing
people. Shame on you! 

J. J., Anoka, MN

Since reading the booklets I received both by mail
and on the Web, I have changed my view on the
rapture and second coming. Thank you for helping
me understand Jesus Christ’s second coming. Your
telecast, ministry and outreach is a true blessing to
our living Savior! 

L. B., Murfreesboro, TN

Praise and glory be to the Lord God Almighty!
Thanks go to the Tomorrow’s World team who
have dedicated their lives to preach and send God’s
word to the far ends of this planet. You are a bless-
ing to we who receive your literature. Don’t stop,
because we are now up-to-date with world condi-
tions and Bible prophecies that we are now seeing
fulfilled. Thanks and God bless you all for the work
you are doing!

J. J., Kasese, Uganda

I have just submitted my answers for the last lesson
of the Tomorrow’s World Bible Study Course. I have
loved it! I have learned so much from this series and
particularly the last four lessons. They brought
everything together. I really have appreciated this
service and would highly recommend it to anyone,
no matter how long or how little you have been a
Christian. I am 63, but I didn’t get to know Jesus
this deeply until I took this course. The magazine
and books are also wonderful. Thank you and God
bless you as you continue this important work.

P. K., Blanche, NS, Canada

I really appreciate all what you have been doing to
enlighten us to know more about God and His
Word and God in His abundance will multiply you.
The article titled “Papal Primacy” (Tomorrow’s
World, March-April 2009) really confirmed my
observation as far as the Roman church is con-
cerned. Thanks for the eye-opener article; I hope
God will open the eyes of many who have been
blinded to know the real God. Thank you very
much for a job well done.

I. O., Bergamo, Italy

WWee  eennccoouurraaggee  yyoouu  ttoo  sshhaarree  wwiitthh  uuss  yyoouurr  rreeaaccttiioonnss  ttoo  TToommoorrrrooww’’ss  WWoorrlldd.. PPlleeaassee  ddiirreecctt  yyoouurr
ccoorrrreessppoonnddeennccee  ttoo  ““LLeetttteerrss  ttoo  tthhee  EEddiittoorr””  aatt  oouurr  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  aaddddrreessss,,  oorr  sseenndd  ee--mmaaiill  ttoo  
lleetttteerrss@@ttoommoorrrroowwsswwoorrlldd..oorrgg..  LLeetttteerrss  mmaayy  bbee  eeddiitteedd  ffoorr  ssppaaccee  aanndd  ccllaarriittyy..    RReemmeemmbbeerr  ttoo  

iinncclluuddee  yyoouurr  nnaammee,,  aaddddrreessss  aanndd  ddaayyttiimmee  pphhoonnee  nnuummbbeerr..



Are peace and prosperity in our future, or should
we expect continued violence and suffering? Will world
leaders, or the great national or religious powers, bro-
ker lasting peace? Or, will ethnic and national hatred
continue to spawn war, rape, new
power blocs, and all types of vio-
lence around the world?

Can we even now see three
major end-time powers taking
shape: the economically and mili-
tarily mighty king of the North,
influenced by a great, false religious
system (Revelation 13:11–14;
19:20); the king of the South; and
the great eastern powers, or kings
from the east (Daniel 11:40,
Revelation 16:10–12)?

What does escalating violence
have to do with the rise of these three mighty end-time
powers? And what is prophesied for the United States
and British-descended powers during this time?

President Obama Takes a Stand

World leaders—ranging from UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon to U.S. President Barack Obama—have spo-
ken out against violence and crimes against humanity.

Marking the 15th anniversary of Rwanda’s horrific
genocide, where “more than 800,000 Tutsis and moder-
ate Hutus were shot, clubbed and hacked to death in
some 100 days by extremist Hutu militias,” President
Obama said the grisly statistics were so overwhelming
that they risked losing their meaning. Furthermore, he
stated that the world powers should “never let such
atrocities happen again” (Daily Telegraph, April 8, 2009).

Two months later, President Obama visited the
Buchenwald concentration camp in Germany. In a thinly
veiled attack on Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, he strongly chastened Holocaust deniers
as “ignorant and hateful” (Daily Telegraph, June 5, 2009).

Bet even as we remember these past horrors, the
prospect of greater violence and war grows. Iran and North
Korea persistently develop their nuclear-weapons pro-
grams. Meanwhile, Iranian President Ahmadinejad repeat-

edly calls for Israel’s annihilation,
while claims of “medieval torture”
of arrested political demonstrators
further discredit Iran’s government
(BBC News, August 2, 2009).

In Iraq, the UN Refugee Agency
reported on June 5, 2009 that more
than 4.7 million Iraqis have fled
their homes, many in dire need of
humanitarian care. In Sudan’s Darfur
region, and in the Democratic
Republic of Congo, hundreds of
thousands have been killed, and
more than 500,000 have fled ethnic

violence. And in China, “ethnic violence—the worst to hit
the country in decades” between Han and Uighur Chinese,
is responsible for claims of thousands jailed, missing, beat-
en and killed (Associated Press, August 2, 2009).

Not even beautiful Sri Lanka has escaped ethnic
war.  This displaced nearly 300,000 people and drove
many into refugee camps which UN Secretary General
Ban Ki-moon soberly noted were “the most appalling
scenes I have seen” (CNN, May 26, 2009).

Even in the United States, the cities have become
killing grounds. The FBI reports approximately
1,500,000 violent crimes per year, including nearly
17,000 murders, and more than 90,400 forcible rapes
(“Crime in the United States,” U.S. Department of
Justice report). Additionally, hate crimes are on the
rise.

For example, Chicago averaged more than one
child murdered per week for the first half of 2009, with
many of the fatalities the clear victims of ethnic hatred.
These sad statistics are painfully illustrated by the case
of a 15-year-old Chicago boy who was stabbed, beaten,
burned, and shot to death earlier this year. And, what
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U.S. President Barack Obama and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel toured the former Nazi
concentration camp at Buchenwald on June 5,
2009.  ©AFP/PHOTO
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was his offense? The alleged motive was simply his eth-
nicity (Chicago Tribune, May 4, 2009).

Will future presidents and kings bring lasting
peace? Or, are events moving rapidly toward escalating
and worldwide violence? Jesus Christ warned of end-
time ethnic and regional violence: “Nation [Greek eth-
nos, meaning “ethnic group”] will rise against nation
[ethnos], and kingdom against kingdom” (Luke
21:10–28). This is to be followed by earthquakes,
famines and pestilences. These are events typified by
the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse. Then, the Great
Tribulation will come upon modern Jacob, culminating
in the dreadful Day of the Lord.

Despite world leaders’ objections, ethnic and nation-
al violence continues to increase exactly as Jesus fore-
told. And contrary to hopes of peace, warring kings will
temporarily devastate the earth at the end of this age.

End-Time Power Blocs

Continued economic calamity will combine with
powerful ethnic, political and religious movements to cre-
ate unprecedented civil stress. These increasing pressures
will eventually shatter the once strong bond between two
brother nations: Ephraim (the United Kingdom) and
Manasseh (the United States). Additionally, they will be
against Israel. The unprecedented U.S. pressure on Israel
to accept a Palestinian state is one such example of Isaiah
9:21 and other prophecies beginning to unfold.

Daniel 11:25–27 shows the king of the North (a
German-led Europe) and the king of the South entering
into an uneasy alliance. With Ahmadinejad’s recent blus-
tering, some have wondered if Iran could be the king of
the South, but that would be false. Iran is east; not “south,”
of Jerusalem. And, Iranians are Persian; not Arabic. God’s
Church has long understood that Daniel, Revelation,
Psalm 83 and other scriptures foretell a Muslim-Arab con-
federation and king located south of Jerusalem that will be
one of these three end-time power blocks.

This alliance will be quickly broken when the king of
the South attacks the king of the North only to suffer a dev-
astating loss when the northern power retaliates with over-
whelming force (Daniel 11:40). Daniel 11:44 shows that

the great eastern powers (kings) will also become
embroiled in this end-time world war. Isaiah 10:5–6 and
elsewhere show that, a German-led Europe will be the tool
of God’s wrath, used to brutally punish the United States,
Britain and their allies. War and terror is coming as horrific
as Buchenwald, Rwanda, Iraq or Darfur, but on a much larg-
er scale (Ezekiel 33:6; Matthew 24:21; Revelation 3:10).

By the time these end-time kings are in full
strength, the sad reality is that despite temporary eco-
nomic gains or promises from the UN Secretary
General, the U.S. President, or other political or reli-
gious leaders, a grim future will have consumed ancient
Jacob’s descendants (the United States and British-
descended nations). Several passages record that,
immediately before Christ’s return, because of rebellion
against God’s laws, the modern descendants of ancient
Jacob will have become completely economically and
militarily broken (Deuteronomy 28:47–48; 30:1–3;
Ezekiel 5:12; 34:28–30; Jeremiah 31:1–4).

The status of modern Jacob will be truly pitiful by the
time of Christ’s return. But, thankfully, Christ will return as
the real King of kings (Matthew 24:5–22, Luke 21:9–27).

There Is Hope!

God’s faithful Church is commissioned to warn the
world about these coming times (Ezekiel 33:6–7), to
preach repentance, and to proclaim the good news of the
coming Kingdom of God (Mark 1:15, 13:10).

Sadly, most will reject these warnings (Micah 7:4).
Some will believe but fail to dedicate themselves to sup-
porting God’s work of preaching the Gospel as active,
prayerful members of God’s organized Church
(Ephesians 4:11–13). Instead of learning to work
humbly with and in God’s Church now, some will
remain “on the sidelines,” because their “love” has
“grown cold” (Matthew 24:12–14; Revelation 3:16).

There is a great work still to be done. The laborers
are few (Matthew 9:37–38), but Matthew 25:21 shows
that the reward is great! With God’s help, we can
become those zealous servants—doing His work—in
whom Christ will be well pleased at His return!

—Wyatt Ciesielka



22 TWM

eptember 1, 2009 marks a somber anniversary for the nation of Poland.
It was on that day in 1939—70 years ago—that German troops crossed
the Polish border, setting in motion a series of events that would soon
plunge Europe and the whole world into the most horrific war in history.

Why did it happen? And what does it portend for the future? Does the Bible
give us clues as to the future of Poland, Europe, and Russia in the coming years?
The surprising—and sobering—answer is: Yes!

Plot to Destroy a People

Before September 1939, Adolf Hitler had told the Polish government and the
world that Nazi Germany only wanted lebensraum (“living space”) and sought
merely to “liberate” Germans in a Polish “corridor” adjacent to Germany. But the

By Rod McNair

real truth was that Hitler had
planned to invade Poland all
along. On August 22, ten days
before the invasion, Hitler
outlined his policy on Poland
to the Wehrmacht leadership,
instructing them to kill “with-
out pity or mercy all men,
women, and children of
Polish descent or language”
(Forgotten Holocaust: The
P o l e s  U n d e r  G e r m a n
Occupation, p. 3). Hitler said,
“The destruction of Poland is
our primary task. The aim is
not the arrival at a certain line
but the annihilation of living
forces… Be merciless! Be bru-
tal… It is necessary to proceed
with maximum severity…
The war is to be a war of anni-
hilation” (ibid., p. 4).

So began a horrifying
nightmare for Poles and
Poland, as the German war
machine swarmed in on sev-
eral fronts. Civilian targets
were attacked with the same
ferocity as military objectives.
Peasants working in the field
were viciously strafed by the
Luftwaffe, hospitals and sani-
tariums were incinerated, and
highway traffic was shot at to
create confusion and terror as
Nazi Germany waged a war
not just to conquer Poland
but to destroy it as a nation.

During that devastating
September, Poland was not
only ravaged by Nazi
Germany but also by its east-
ern neighbor, Russia. On
August 23, just nine days
before the invasion, German
and Russian foreign ministers
signed a treaty of non-aggres-
sion, and the two newly
aligned nations also signed an
infamous secret protocol
agreeing to the partition of
defeated Poland into German
and Russian zones. When

Seventy years ago this month, World War II began with the
German invasion of Poland. On the 70th anniversary of this 
historic event, what does Poland’s past teach us about its
future—and the future of world war?
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Ru s s i a  a t t a c k e d  P o l a n d  o n
September 17, the nation had to
fight on two fronts to defend itself.

And the situation would only
grow worse for Poland. Not only
was the nation attacked from ene-
mies on both borders—it would
soon be betrayed by its avowed
friends in the West.

Betrayed by “Allies”

Polish forces fought desperate-
ly, hoping to buy time until assured
assistance came from France and
Britain. Both France and Britain
declared war on Germany on
September 3, two days after the
invasion. But although France had
committed to launching a major
offensive within 15 days of
Germany’s attack, it did not hap-
pen. Historian Andrew Hempel
wrote: “While the Polish army
fought alone, ninety-two French
divisions stood idle behind the
Maginot Line facing thirty-five
third-grade German divisions”
(Poland in World War II: An
Illustrated Military History, p. 23).
The murderous treachery of
Germany and Russia had been
compounded by the Allies’ duplici-
tous betrayal of Poland.

Despite unfulfilled promises
from the West, and while sustain-
ing vicious attacks on two fronts,
the Polish army still managed to
inflict significant damage on the
invaders.

But was 1939 the first time that
Poland suffered from aggressive,
belligerent neighbors? No. Poland
is justifiably suspicious about its
neighbors today, and not just
because of what happened 70 years
ago. The story begins centuries
before that. In the 15th century, the
kingdom of Poland was a promi-
nent and powerful state, but by the
1700s it suffered under aggression
by the same neighbors that
attacked it in 1939: Russia, Prussia,

and Austria. “In three successive
territory seizures in 1772, 1793
and 1795, the three neighbors
erased Poland from the maps of
Europe…” (Hempel, p. 2). The suf-
fering continued into the 19th cen-
tury, as uprisings against Russia in
1830 and 1863 ended in defeat and
thousands of Poles were exiled to
Siberia (ibid., pp. 2–4).

When World War I ended,
Poland emerged as a free and inde-
pendent nation for the first time in
123 years (ibid., pp. 4–5). But its
relative peace and prosperity ended
catastrophically in 1939. Even
when World War II ended after five

years of horror for the Poles, their
suffering continued under Soviet
rule. In spite of its service to the
Allied cause, Poland was given over
to the Soviet sphere of influence,
rewarded with the iron fist of
Communism. The Soviet Union
quickly clamped down on Poland
(and the rest of Eastern Europe),
not loosening its grip until the fall
of the Iron Curtain in 1989.

Poland’s history gives us
insight into what the Poles are fac-
ing today. Poland is a small but
burgeoning country desperately
seeking assurance that the horrors of
its past will never be repeated. But
will it and the rest of free Europe
succeed? Will Germany—and
Russia—rise again as belligerent
world military powers?

A Coming Empire

Poland is right to distrust its
European neighbors. Bible prophe-
cy shows that the rise of Nazi

Germany in the 1930s was only the
sixth in a succession of resurrec-
tions of the European Holy Roman
Empire. It also shows there is yet one
more to come.

Where do we find these
prophecies? From the book of
Daniel, we learn that God foretold
the coming of four world-ruling
empires: Babylon, Medo-Persia,
Greece, and Rome (Daniel 7:3–7).
The Apostle John then spoke of the
end-time resurrections of the
Roman empire—a beast that “was,
and is not, and yet is”. (For more
information, please request our free
booklet, The Beast of Revelation:

Myth, Metaphor, or Soon-Coming
Reality?).

Though the Roman Empire fell
in 476AD, it was restored and
reborn under Justinian in 554, with
the help of the church in Rome.
This church is the harlot “woman
sitting on the scarlet beast,” which
sits on seven mountains, as
described in Revelation 17:3, 9.
Further revivals of the Holy Roman
Empire followed Justinian:
Charlemagne in 800AD, Otto the
Great in 962AD, and Charles V of
the Hapsburg dynasty, in 1530AD
The fifth revival was the empire
Napoleon Bonaparte established in
1804–1814. The sixth was the
menacing Axis power that devas-
tated Poland and much of Europe.

But that leaves one more
European dictator to come—the sev-
enth. “There are also seven kings.
Five have fallen, one is, and the
other has not yet come. And when
he comes, he must continue a short
time” (Revelation 17:10). This final
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revival of the Roman beast—a com-
ing European mega-power—will be
a group of ten major nations, all
giving their allegiance and power to
one “king” (vv. 12–13). Poland is
right to be wary of a resurgent
Germany, as it—and other coun-
tries in Europe—face being swal-
lowed up by that system. Poland
itself may become one of the ten
“kings” from
the  e a s t e rn
leg of the
e m p i r e
(Daniel 2:33),
c o e r c e d  o r
even deceived
by a powerful,
char i smat ic
H i t l e r - l i k e
E u r o p e a n
leader to sub-
mit to this Empire, or face the same
deadly consequences as September
1, 1939.

But that is not all. Bible prophe-
cy also indicates another powerful
army will arise in the East—most
likely including Russia—that will
compete with Europe for domi-
nance of the world. The prophet
Daniel predicts a great war between
these two giants. After the
European “king” establishes control
of Jerusalem, notice what will hap-
pen next: “…news from the east
and the north shall trouble him [the
king of the North]; therefore he
shall go out with great fury to
destroy and annihilate many”
(Daniel 11:44). A 200-million-
strong monolith from the East will
confront the German-led European
power, most likely including an
exchange of powerful nuclear
weapons. This onslaught will cause
great suffering around the globe to
combatant and noncombatant
nations alike. Billions of people will
be killed—one-third of the globe’s
population according to the Bible—
in this battle described as the “sec-
ond woe” of Revelation 9. Jesus said

that except for His intervention,
this horrific war would erase all life
on earth (Matthew 24:22).

America: Poland’s 
New Best Friend?

As Poland is wary of the war-like
tendencies of both Germany and
Russia, it has actively sought a 

new, power-
ful ally since
t h e  
end of the
Cold War.
On March of
1990, only
months after
the fall of
Communist
r u l e  i n
Poland, the

newly freed nation began its drive
for membership in NATO. In 1997,
it was officially invited to begin the
process towards NATO membership.

In August of 2008, Poland and
the United States signed prelimi-
nary agreements to build a defense
system of ten ballistic missile sites
in Poland. America’s stated reason
for installing these interceptor mis-
siles is to protect itself from attacks
from Iran and North Korea. In
return, Poland obtained the prom-
ise of short-range Patriot missiles
for its own air defense, and the
assurance that the U.S. would come
to Poland’s assistance in case of an
attack. The plan has angered the
Russians, who have threatened to
install their own missiles near
Poland’s border (“Russia to station
missiles near Poland,” Reuters,
November 5, 2008). But it has also
annoyed Germany because Poland
did not consult the EU.

Why does Poland today have
such a strong desire to position
itself with the U.S., even against
angry opposition by its neighbors?
The key is remembering Poland’s
past. Poland’s memory of its treat-

ment by belligerent neighbors for
centuries is only too vivid and raw.
But can Poland really ensure its
safety and protection by aligning
itself with America? Political
alliances can shift. The Obama
administration has already placed
missile defense systems in Poland
on a lower priority than other
pressing concerns in Iran and
Afghanistan—and may make con-
cessions to the Russians in
response for Russian help in the
Middle East. Poland has already
warily sensed the shift, and has
tried to hedge its political bets by
improving relations with Russia.

But even if Poland and the U.S.
develop further security ties, will that
save Poland?Will that ensure there is
never another attack like September
1, 1939? Can Poland depend on the
commitments and military alliances
it is making with the Western pow-
ers? Can it trust in America?

The long-term answer is: “No!”
Bible prophecy explains that the
power and prestige of the U.S.—and
the other Western nations—will at
first falter, and then collapse alto-
gether, as a result of its national
sins. Inevitably, the time will come
when the U.S. and other Western
nations will not be able to defend
Poland and other Eastern European
countries. Why? Because they will
not be able to defend themselves.

Danger Ahead

The God of the Bible forewarns
that modern Israel—made up of the
modern English-speaking and
Western European nations, includ-
ing the U.S.—will be overtaken by
this European Beast power (for
more information on the identity of
modern Israelite nations, please
request our free booklet, The United
States and Great Britain in
Prophecy). The prophet Ezekiel was
instructed to warn Israel of a com-
ing captivity—long after the
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Assyrian captivity had taken place.
This could only signal that there is
a coming dual application yet to
occur—and Bible prophecy indeed
shows that this time is yet ahead.

Why will this prophesied
calamity come? Because of modern
Israel’s refusal to repent of rebellion
and disobedience towards God.
“Then He said to me: ‘Son of man,
go to the house of Israel and speak
with My words to them… But the
house of Israel will not listen to
you, because they will not listen to
Me; for all the house of Israel are
impudent and hard-hearted’”
(Ezekiel 3:4, 7). Because of our
nations’ sins, our national prosperi-
ty and military dominance is going
to come to an abrupt end. God will
use Poland’s long-time foe, the
ancient nation of Assyria (modern
Germany), to humble the modern
descendants of Israel through war-
fare and captivity (Isaiah 10:5–6).
Only after a time of trouble unlike
any the world has ever seen will the
Israelite nations return from captiv-
ity, weeping and sorrowing for their
sins (Jeremiah 30). God warns the
American and British-descended
peoples to repent of their backslid-
ing ways and return to God! As the
prophet Jeremiah recorded, God
says, “I am fashioning a disaster and
devising a plan against you…
Because My people have forgotten
Me” (Jeremiah 18:11, 15).

Western nations have enjoyed
prosperity and military dominance
in the 20th century because of
God’s promises to Abraham—not
because of any supposed goodness
or strength. But God is taking those
blessings away. Moses warned
ancient Israel, “How could one
chase a thousand, and two put ten
thousand to flight, unless their
Rock had sold them, and the LORD
h a d  s u r r e n d e r e d  t h e m ? ”
(Deuteronomy 32:30). Modern
Israelite nations increasingly do not
realize how much they need God’s

powerful helping hand, and how
powerless they will be to help other
nations in the coming calamity.

But is there good news of future
peace after these prophesied
events? The answer is: “Yes!” After
the prophesied Great Tribulation
and Day of the Lord, Jesus Christ
will usher in a new age when
nations will no longer terrorize
other nations, nor betray them for
political expedience. When Jesus
Christ returns and puts His glori-
fied saints over the nations, their
governance will be a blessing, not a
curse (Revelation 20:6).

God will bring His people back
from their captivity, as Isaiah prophe-
sies: “It shall come to pass in that day
that the LORD shall set His hand again
the second time to recover the rem-
nant of His people who are left, from
Assyria (modern Germany) and
Egypt, from Pathros and Cush, from
Elam and Shinar, from Hamath and
the islands of the sea” (Isaiah 11:11).
Isaiah further prophe-
sies: “There will be a
highway for the rem-
nant of His people
who will be left from
Assyria, as it was for
Israel in the day that
he came up from the
land of Egypt” (v. 16).

God will bring
repentant, formerly
aggressive nations
into a peaceful com-
munity under the
rule of Jesus Christ.
“In that day there will
be a highway from
Egypt to Assyria…
and the Egyptians
will serve with the
Assyrians” (Isaiah
1 9 : 2 3 ) .  A n g r y,
despotic nations will
no longer threaten
smaller nations, for
“the wolf” (large,
devouring nations

symbolically) shall dwell with the
“lamb” (small nations unable to
protect themselves) in peace. “They
shall not hurt nor destroy in all My
holy mountain, for the earth shall
be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea” (Isaiah
11:9).

September 1, 2009 marks the
anniversary of an evil scheme,
hatched in the minds of men influ-
enced by mankind’s supreme adver-
sary, Satan the devil. We should be
sobered that God’s word tells us there
will be one more dark time of global
warfare and mass death before the
coming millennial reign of Jesus
Christ. But those who heed the warn-
ing, looking forward to Christ’s inter-
vention for the good of all humani-
ty—those who direct their faith, trust
and obedience toward God, rather
than toward men, machines or mili-
tary alliances—will be protected by a
loving and powerful God (Revelation
12:14–16).

As the end of this age approaches,
do you know what to look for to
know that your Savior’s return is
near?

Fourteen Signs 
Announcing Christ’s Return

WWrriittee  ffoorr  oouurr  FREE bbooookklleett,,  
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Earlier this year, President Barack Obama pro-
claimed June 2009 as “Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender Pride Month” in the United States, and in
doing so expressed his hope that
Americans would come to view
these sexual proclivities as nor-
mal and acceptable behavior! In
announcing his proclamation,
President Obama noted that he
was the first U.S. President to
appoint an openly homosexual
person for a Senate-confirmed
post in the first 100 days of his
presidency.

Although many leaders in
the homosexual community
believe that President Obama
has not gone far enough, mil-
lions of Americans who under-
stand the value of God’s law—and the importance of the
biological family in rearing children as part of a healthy
community—have found the President’s actions shock-
ing and almost unbelievable! What the President—and
even many who oppose him—fail to realize is that
through his actions, ancient Bible prophecies are com-
ing alive, right before our eyes! The President’s actions
will bring consequences that neither he nor his support-
ers anticipate.

Moral and Social Decay

Sadly, the words and actions of President Obama are
only the tip of an iceberg of social change that is perme-
ating Western culture and threatening to sink the ship
of biblical morality that has been one of the distinguish-
ing characteristics of Western civilization. For the last
decade, schoolchildren in America, Britain, Canada,
Australia and Europe have been indoctrinated with the
idea that homosexuality is a normal behavior and that
anyone who questions this idea is backward, narrow -
minded—and probably a religious bigot.

Unsuspecting children and non-homosexuals are
encouraged to participate in “Gay Pride” events to
show their support for the homosexual agenda. In

America, the National
Education Association (rep-
resenting the schoolteachers
of America) has decided to
throw its weight behind
same-sex marriage, homo-
sexual adoption and other
aspects of the “gay” agenda.
In Australia, where the Gay
and Lesbian Mardi Gras is
now the nation’s biggest
annual social event, minis-
ters have apologized to
homosexuals for labeling
their lifestyle as evil. In
America and Britain, several

mainstream church denominations now ordain active
homosexuals into the ministry. Openly homosexual
couples are invited to church conventions to promote
their agenda. Recently, in an attempt to gain the votes
of more than 2.6 million British homosexuals,
Conservative Party leader David Cameron issued an
“extraordinary apology” for legislation his party passed
to ban the promotion of homosexuality in schools.
Cameron also pledged, if elected, to promote homosex-
ual rights, and said that support for his party would
produce the first homosexual Prime Minister of Britain.
One homosexual leader described Cameron’s com-
ments as “historic.” The current Labor Prime Minster,
Gordon Brown, is also openly campaigning for the
“gay” vote!

God’s Word Forgotten!

Sadly, what is really “historic” about our modern
era is that a behavior that for thousands of years was
understood as a social and moral evil—a perversion
and an abomination in God’s sight—is now being pro-
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moted not only as a “normal” behavior but as some-
thing everyone should accept as good. Moreover, peo-
ple are being told that those who cling to biblical
beliefs regarding good and evil are actually bad people
who are stubbornly holding on to what President
Obama labeled “worn arguments and old attitudes.”
Amazingly, more and more professing Christian minis-
ters not only condone homosexual behavior as accept-
able; they are even welcoming active
homosexuals into the ministry and
apologizing for their old (biblically
based) ideas that the homosexual
lifestyle is sinful and evil!

The Bible clearly reveals that God
created a woman for a man, and a man
for a woman—and that marriage is to
be between a man and a woman
(Genesis 2:18, 23–25). Scripture plain-
ly states that God destroyed the cities of
Sodom and Gomorrah because of their
wickedness and depravity—and homo-
sexuality is specifically referred to as
one of their evils (see Genesis 13:13;
19:5–7). God had specifically instruct-
ed Moses to warn the children of Israel
that homosexuality was an abomination in His sight
(Leviticus 18:22); yet, when the ancient Israelites drift-
ed away from God and adopted the ways of their pagan
neighbors, homosexuality was one of the practices the
backsliding Israelites adopted (Judges 19:22). In the
New Testament, the Apostle Paul—an ardent promoter
of biblical Christianity—plainly wrote that when peo-
ple reject the teachings of God they will drift into and
embrace and promote sinful ideas, including homosex-
uality—and that they will reap the consequences
(Romans 1:22–32).

Prophecies and Consequences 

What “progressive” social reformers do not seem to
understand is that God predicted in the pages of the
Bible what is actually happening today in the modern
Israelite nations. Long ago, God inspired Moses to warn
the Israelite peoples, “I know that after my death you

will become utterly corrupt, and turn aside from the way
which I have commanded you; and evil will befall you
in the latter days, because you will do evil in the sight of
the LORD, to provoke Him to anger” (Deuteronomy
31:29). God warned through the prophet Isaiah, “Woe
to those who call evil good, and good evil” (Isaiah
5:20)—which is what we are seeing today! God also
prophesied through Isaiah, “the leaders of this people

cause them to err, and those who are led
by them are destroyed” (Isaiah 9:16).
Today, it is not the rank and file church
members or voters who are championing
the normalization of behaviors once 
considered abominable; it is the church
leaders, politicians and judges who are
pushing these ideas on the average person.

However, God reveals in Scripture
that these misguided actions will bring
consequences in the years ahead! God
warned, “if you do not obey Me, and do
not observe all these commandments,
and if you despise My statutes… I will
break the pride of your power, and make
your heavens like iron and your earth
like bronze… I will bring a sword against

you… I will scatter you among the nations” (Leviticus
26:14–33). The prophet Hosea cautioned, “My people
are destroyed for lack of knowledge [of God’s laws and
ways. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will
reject you from being priest for Me; because you have
forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your chil-
dren” (Hosea 4:6).

In light of these prophecies, it is no surprise
that at the same time the leaders of modern Israelite
nations are promoting the acceptance of behaviors
God calls abominable, those nations are losing their
influence and being subjected to increasing prob-
lems. We need to wake up to the fact that there is a
God in heaven who will hold His people account-
able for their actions (Jeremiah 2:17–19: Hosea
4:7–10). The God of the Bible does not tolerate
leaders or bless nations that promote evil and con-
demn good! 

—Douglas S. Winnail
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Spirituality and Longevity
One of the best ways to improve your chances

to live longer is to recognize the value of spirituali-
ty in your life. “Nurture your spirit, no matter what
you call your source of inspiration,” advised a Mayo
Clinic health letter some time ago. The newsletter
was reporting a study that followed 4,000 people
for four years, and found that those who attended
church weekly had a 28 percent lower mortality
rate overall when compared to those who did not
belong to a church community.

The researchers also considered income, edu-
cation, chronic diseases, other illnesses, health
habits, exercise, smoking, drinking, body fat, social
participation and psychological status. None of
these factors explained the
results. Church attendance was
still an independent predic-
tor—and the strongest predic-
tor—of longevity.

Other research has shown
statistically that people who
are regularly involved in reli-
gious and spiritual activities
live longer than those who are
not. Various theories have been
put forth to explain this spiritual dimension to
longevity. Physical explanations include the idea
that people who are involved in religious groups
benefit from the social networks they form. If they
get sick, others look out for them.

Religious beliefs may also lead to less risky
behavior. In addition, a well-developed sense of
spirituality may help people better cope with life’s
tough psychological demands. In a landmark study
of 1,700 older Americans, researchers at Duke
University Medical Center found that those who
attend religious services had stronger immune
responses. About 60 percent of the men and
women surveyed attended religious services at
least once a week. Blood tests showed that regular
attendees were less likely to have a high level of an
immune system protein involved in age-related dis-
eases. This study suggests a direct positive effect.
Physical explanations do not account for these
findings.

The Bible makes an interesting statement
regarding physical longevity. The Apostle Paul
wrote: “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for

this is right. ‘Honor your father and mother,’ which
is the first commandment with promise: that it may
be well with you and you may live long on the
earth” (Ephesians 6:1–3). 

Scripture also says: “My son, do not forget my
law, but let your heart keep my commands; for
length of days and long life and peace they will add
to you” (Proverbs 3:1–2). This commandment, when
fully understood, is directed not only to youth, but
also to all of us as children of God. God is our heav-
enly Father. He directs us to pray to Him as: “Our
Father in heaven” (Matthew 6:9).

When human beings obey their heavenly
Father, their lives are blessed. Christians also realize

that, while God blesses them with
quality of life, they must neverthe-
less be willing to endure suffering
“for righteousness’ sake”—which
may mean having their lives cut
short because of persecution.

Jesus Himself lived on this earth
for just 331⁄2 years, but He said He
came that mankind could have life
more abundantly (John 10:10). What
is that abundant life? Is it a lawless

existence? Some wrongly believe that Jesus abol-
ished the Ten Commandments. In fact, He magni-
fied them by demonstrating their spiritual aspects,
as we see from His dealings with the Pharisees.
Christ said: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hyp-
ocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and
cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters
of the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you
ought to have done, without leaving the others
undone” (Matthew 23:23). Christ made the Ten
Commandments more vital for Christians—not
less—and explained that they would be valid “till
heaven and earth pass away” (Matthew 5:18).

To learn more about God’s commandments and
their importance in your life, please write for your
free copy of our booklet, The Ten Commandments.
You can also read it online or order it at our Web
site, www.tomorrowsworld.org. God wants you to
choose wisely, and to choose His way. As He said: “I
have set before you life and death, blessing and
cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and
your descendants may live” (Deuteronomy 30:19).

— Lambert Greer
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scend in awfulness the destructive
madness of the world wars that
characterized and so disfigured the
20th century. And because He
spoke those words for our edifica-
tion, we should recognize them—
despite the horror they portend—
as reliable and true—unless we as
individuals and nations can learn
the lesson of war. Scripture
explains what we will face, unless
we can change the human nature
that is so hostile to God and His
revealed way—and which is the
underlying cause of war (Romans
8:7; Jeremiah 17:9).

If we have eyes to see, God
makes absolutely clear for us the
way that human nature can, and
must—and, in time, will—change!

Part of God’s commission to
His Church is to warn our gener-
ation of what He calls the coming
Great Tribulation, the war that
will end this present age of man
and lead to the better age of the
Kingdom of God. The Tomorrow’s
World magazine is being pub-
lished as part of the effort to carry
out that commission to get out
this message to every corner of
the globe.

Peace Is Coming!

True peace is coming to this war-
torn and war-weary world. The
returning Jesus Christ is coming to
put an end to wars. His prophesied
reign over the entire earth will bring
lasting and universal peace, such as
our world has never before experi-
enced. Under Jesus Christ’s direction,
humankind will learn to think differ-
ently. Human nature that does not
know the way to peace will at last be
brought face-to-face with God’s way
of thinking that will ensure peace.
Bible prophecy shows that this won-
derful time will come in the not-too-
distant future (for more on Bible
prophecy and how you can under-
stand it, please read “Five Keys for

Prophetic Understanding” on page
10 of this issue).

What will this wonderful time
be like? Those Christians whom
God is calling today will have a

special part to play in assisting
Jesus Christ in ruling the earth. To
learn more about this glorious
future, please write for your free
copy of our inspiring booklet, The
World Ahead: What
Will It Be Like? 

As we see from
th e  l i f e  o f  H a r r y
Patch, it is important
to learn and remem-
ber the course of his-
tory past, by listening
to those who are still
alive—whose experi-
ence lives on with
them.  When  they
have gone, we can
continue to learn
from the history books
t h a t  c o n t i n u e  t o
faithfully chronicle
the past. And we can
especially learn from
the richness and depth
of the Bible the larger
lessons that history
teaches. 

But you and I can
go one better—we
can know the course
of future history from
the Bible. It is God’s
gift to you. So you
can learn. So you can
change. So you can
escape the devasta-
tion of coming wars.
So you can learn to

play your full part in helping to
end wars permanently. 

So, we encourage you to dust
off your Bible and begin to draw on
the timeless wisdom it contains.

Keep digging into the plethora
of biblical information provided
in this magazine, on the
Tomorrow’s World telecast and at
the www.tomorrowsworld.org
Web site, and apply the princi-
ples you learn in your daily life. 

We should remember men
like Harry Patch and what
they represent. Remember the
past and learn from it. Do not
bury yourself in the selfish

pleasures of the present (2
Timothy 3:1–5). Even more, learn
what the future holds for you and
this world. And take action!
Today!

Lest We Forget...
(Continued from page 18)

The World Ahead:
What Will It Be Like?
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A time is soon coming when the
world will be at peace under the
loving rule of Jesus Christ. What can
you do to prepare for that time, and
to have God’s peace in your own life
today?

A time is soon coming when the
world will be at peace under the
loving rule of Jesus Christ. What can
you do to prepare for that time, and
to have God’s peace in your own life
today?



doctrine, whether or not what they say has any relation-
ship at all to the real Jesus’ life or teachings! That is why
the Apostle Paul tells us: “Prove all things; hold fast that
which is good” (1 Thessalonians 5:21, KJV). Each one
of us is responsible to “check up” on the doctrines we
are taught—whatever the source. Don’t make careless
assumptions! Be sure you know what the Bible really
says!

Paul further admonishes: “For if he who comes
preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or
if you receive a different spirit which you have not
received, or a different gospel which you have not
accepted; you may well put up with it!” (2 Corinthians
11:4). In other words, Paul feared that some of the
Church members of his day would fall prey to “counter-
feit” ministers and would come to accept a false gospel
about a false Christ!

What about you? Is it possible that you have put up
with “another Jesus”? Might you have been deceived
into believing in a false portrayal of Christ—along with
a false message merely purported to have come from the
true Jesus? How can we know what is true and what is
not?

Again, we need to truly study the Bible to attain
genuine understanding. We need to be willing to open-
mindedly consider if we have been following the “tradi-
tions of men” rather than the commandments of God
(Matthew 15:3).

As we study the Bible, we need to learn to let the
Bible interpret the Bible. In other words, if something
seems unclear, then we should let the plain, clear vers-
es help us understand those that are not clear. We need
to learn also to study the Bible straight through like we
would any other book. Many people simply skip around
here and there and read sentimental verses of encour-
agement. While this may help at times, it does not give
genuine understanding of the whole plan and purpose
of God, which He reveals in His instruction manual for
mankind—the Holy Bible.

Begin by studying the Gospel of Matthew—the first
book of the New Testament. Read right through

Matthew slowly, marking what you feel are the impor-
tant verses. Then, next day, review these verses you
have studied and read slowly—meditating and mark-
ing—a few more chapters. In this way, you will become
familiar with what the Bible actually says—not what
misguided men may tell you that it says!

In fervent personal prayer, ask God for understand-
ing. Be willing to follow the Christianity of Christ no
matter what. Always remember the Apostle Paul’s vital
statement: “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which
I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave himself for me”
(Galatians 2:20, KJV).

Through the promised Holy Spirit, will Christ
live the same kind of life in you that He did live
more than 1,900 years ago in the human flesh?
Hebrews 13:8 tells us: “Jesus Christ is the same yes-
terday, today, and forever.” Did Christ keep the Ten
Commandments while He was in the human flesh?
John 15:10 tells us, “I have kept my Father’s com-
mandments.”

If you need help in studying the Bible, write or
call immediately to enroll in the Tomorrow’s World
Bible Study Course. This thorough course will not just
lead you through a lot of sentiment. Rather, it will
help you genuinely understand the great plan of our
Creator for all mankind. It will help you prove from
your own Bible what you should do to fulfill your part
in God’s Plan. If you wish to enroll, return the insert
card stitched into this magazine, contact the regional
office nearest you (listed on page 30 of this maga-
zine), or go online to www.twbiblecourse.org.

As the end of this age approaches, may God help
you genuinely study His inspired Word and prove
what you believe from the Bible. Then, you will be on
a solid foundation. And you will come to genuinely
know God—and the resurrected Jesus Christ at God’s
right hand—in a way you have never experienced
before.
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Will You “Prove All Things”?
(Continued from page 2)
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What Will Save America?
Airs October 1–7
Can a declining nation recapture its former glory?

Teach Me to Pray
Airs October 8–14
Learn how to pray and get answers!

Seven Steps to Destruction
Airs October 15–21
End-time prophecy is coming to pass. Are you ready?

You Can Survive Armageddon!
Airs October 22–29
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Airs October 15–21
End-time prophecy is coming to pass. Are you ready?

You Can Survive Armageddon!
Airs October 22–29
Good news is ahead for those who obey Jesus Christ!
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