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Mankind is developing newer and more
frightening technologies with which to
destroy itself, while political and social
tensions increase around the world.
Will the years just ahead of us bring
worldwide nuclear devastation, or usher
in an era of lasting peace?

Will the prophesied “Battle of Armageddon”
soon bring destruction and death to our planet?
What will “Armageddon” mean to you and your

loved ones? And what will come afterward?

Your Bible reveals a frightening time
ahead—but there is ultimate hope! Read on
to learn the amazing truth!
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ost of us realize we live in a very dangerous world.

Decades ago, a new weapon of unprecedented ca-

pacity was first unleashed when the United States

dropped atomic bombs on the cities of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki in Japan on August 6 and 9, 1945. A new era of mass destruc-
tion had begun.

At the end of World War I1, General Douglas MacArthur,
Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, accepted Japan’s un-
conditional surrender. Aboard the battleship USS Missouri, General
MacArthur summarized the danger and the choice facing humanity
in this new era:

Military alliances, balances of power, leagues of nations,
all in turn failed, leaving the only path to be the way of
the crucible of war. The utter destructiveness of war now
blocks out this alternative. We have had our last chance.
If we will not devise some greater and more equitable sys-
tem, Armageddon will be at our door. The problem basi-
cally is theological and involves a spiritual recrudescence
[renewal] and improvement of human character that will
synchronize with our almost matchless advances in sci-
ence, art, literature, and all material and cultural develop-
ments of the past 2,000 years. It must be of the spirit if we
are to save the flesh (emphasis added).
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Human beings will continue to seek a way to peace. But without
acknowledging the Creator God and His supreme rulership over
planet Earth, nations will ultimately fail. The Apostle Paul nearly
2,000 years ago wrote of humanity’s violent and anti- God tendencies:
“Their feet are swift to shed blood; destruction and misery are in their
ways; and the way of peace they have not known. There is no fear of
God before their eyes” (Romans 3:15-18).

As we will see, Bible prophecy reveals that World War III is on
the horizon. The greatest war in human history will explode in the
Middle East. Nations will use their military power to cause massive
death and destruction. They will gather in northern Israel for the
climactic battle your Bible calls “the battle of that great day of God
Almighty” (Revelation 16:14). Most commentators refer to this awe-
some event as “Armageddon, the final battle between good and evil.”
Who will win? Will humanity survive? Your Bible gives us the an-
swer—and the good news that goes beyond today’s global threats to all
life on our planet. You need to understand the sequence of prophetic
events, and to prepare for them physically and spiritually.

Our Nuclear Era

Is there any current danger of nuclear war? Perhaps international
treaties have calmed Cold War fears; since 1968, more than 180 na-
tions have signed the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons. But several nuclear nations have not signed the treaty,

and many that have signed are believed to be violating its provisions.
Jesus prophesied of these dangerous times in which we live: “For
then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the be-
ginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. And unless
those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s
sake those days will be shortened” (Matthew 24:21-22).

Christ was not speaking of spiritual salvation. He was speaking of
the potential of human annihilation—of “cosmocide”—the death of all
life on planet Earth! This danger is recognized not just by Bible stu-
dents, but by respected scientists. The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists
monitors the dangers of living in this nuclear age, and expresses that
danger with its “Doomsday Clock.” The closer the hands are to mid-
night, the closer the scientists perceive humanity has come to nuclear
devastation. On January 17, 2007, the Bulletin moved the minute hand
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of the clock to five minutes before midnight, announcing, “We stand
at the brink of a second nuclear age. Not since the first atomic bombs
were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki has the world faced such
perilous choices” (“It is 5 minutes to midnight,” TheBulletin.org, em-
phasis added).

An earlier Bulletin press release described the scope of just two
nations’ nuclear arsenals: “Between them, Russia and the United
States still have upwards of 30,000 nuclear weapons—strategic and
tactical—in various states of readiness. Nine years after the fall of
the Berlin Wall, the United States and Russia collectively have some
7,000 warheads ready to be fired with less than 15 minutes notice”
(“Nine minutes to midnight,” 1998, emphasis added). Humanity now
has the tools to destroy itself with very little warning. Will we bring
about our own destruction? Will Armageddon play a role in humani-
ty’s downfall?

Perhaps we will never know just how close we have come to mis-
takes that might have precipitated a nuclear conflagration. Today, at
least nine nations are known to possess nuclear weapons. Two of these
are by far the world’s largest nuclear powers. The United States—the
only nation that has used nuclear weapons against another—has more
than 5,000 nuclear warheads in its stockpile, down from the more than
31,000 it held in 1966. The United States is currently the only nation
known to have some of its nuclear weapons deployed outside its own
borders, with as many as 150 warheads located at six airbases in five
NATO countries. The vast majority of the U.S. nuclear arsenal, however,
is found across nine states, with an estimated 2,000 nuclear weapons
stored in New Mexico, according to the Albuquerque Journal (“KAFB
home to massive nuclear storage complex,” April 9, 2016).

Russia has been estimated to have approximately 6,370 nuclear
warheads—down from the more than 40,000 the Soviet Union de-
ployed in 1986. At its peak, the Soviet nuclear arsenal stretched across
hundreds of locations in Eastern Europe and to 14 of the 15 Soviet re-
publics. Today, those warheads have reportedly been consolidated to
just 46 sites in Russia (“Russia’s Nuclear Weapons: Doctrine, Forces,
and Modernization,” Congressional Research Service, January 2, 2020).

By comparison, France’s estimated 300 nuclear warheads in four
locations, China’s 290, and the United Kingdom’s 215 may not seem
like much. As of 2019, the U.S. and Russia collectively possessed more
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than five times the nuclear weapons of the other seven nuclear na-
tions combined.

Pakistan, India, and Israel possessed an estimated 150, 130, and
80 nuclear weapons in 2019, respectively. Are these nations’ small ar-
senals a serious threat? Joe Biden, then-U.S. Senator from Delaware,
put the Pakistan situation into perspective in a speech to students at
St. Anselm College in New Hampshire on November 8, 2007: “It is
hard to imagine a greater nightmare for America than the world’s sec-
ond-largest Muslim nation becoming a failed state in fundamentalist
hands, with an arsenal of nuclear weapons and a population larger
than those of Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan and North Korea combined.”

Other nations are at the brink of widespread nuclear develop-
ment. In October 2006, calling it a “historic event” that “greatly en-
couraged and pleased the KPA [Korean People’s Army] and people,”
the Korean Central News Agency said North Korea’s nuclear weapon
capability would maintain “peace and stability” in the region, and was
“a great leap forward in the building of a great, prosperous, powerful
socialist nation” (“Text of North Korea Announcement,” The New
York Times, October 9, 2006). Since North Korea’s Rodong missiles
can deliver a warhead at a distance up to 776 miles, this nuclear devel-
opment unsettled many Asian nations.

Iran is perhaps the most noteworthy of the nations known to be
developing nuclear technology, but it is far from alone. Mohamed
ElBaradei, the International Atomic Energy Agency’s Director Gen-
eral, estimated that another 20 to 30 countries possess the capabil-
ity, if not the intent, to pursue nuclear weapons technology (“Over
30 countries could develop nuclear bombs,” Financial Express.com,
October 17, 2006).

When we think about nuclear weapons’ devastating capabilities,
we may have in mind the explosions at Hiroshima and Nagasaki in
August 1945. But we need to understand that today’s “strategic war-
heads” are far more deadly than the weapons that were burned into
our consciousness at the end of World War I1. At Hiroshima, a 15-ki-
loton bomb obliterated a city and killed 100,000 people. Today, nucle-
ar warheads commonly measure over 400 kilotons, and even bombs
measuring in the megatons have been built.

What would it be like for your city to be the target of a one-mega-
ton nuclear bomb? After a nuclear explosion’s blast wave, its pulse of
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Russia 6,370
United States 5,800
France 300
China 290
United Kingdom 215
Pakistan 150
India 130
Israel 80
North Korea 20

Source: “World Nuclear Weapon Stockpile,”
Ploughshares.org, updated March 9, 2020.
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heat radiation and its intense release of X-rays, it triggers powerful
firestorms in its wake. How many people would be killed by just one
such bomb? Dr. Alan F. Phillips describes it this way:

The estimates for a city of one million or two million struck by

a single one-megaton bomb are that around one third of the
inhabitants would be killed instantly or fatally injured, one third
seriously injured, and the rest uninjured or only slightly injured.
That number of injured, if they could be distributed throughout
the hospitals of North America, would occupy something like
athird of the total number of beds; and of course no hospital

can deal adequately with such an influx of urgent cases within a
few days (“The Effects of a Nuclear Bomb Explosion on a City,”
Peace Research, vol. 36,no. 2, November 2004).

At least one nuclear accident, in 1986, illustrates the suffering and
danger resulting from extensive radiation. Filmmaker Maryann de
Leo wrote about her visit to the desolate Ukrainian town of Pripyat,
which was permanently evacuated after the Chernobyl nuclear reac-
tor disaster in 1986:

On a bright Sunday morning in Kiev, outside the Minskaia
metro station and in front of a Ukrainian McDonald’s, a
streamlined yellow tour bus idles its engine. The driver waits
for passengers heading into the exclusion zone, a radioactive
no-man’s-land created two decades ago by the Chernobyl nu-
clear accident. Soon about 20 people, mostly Ukrainians and
Russians, gather near the bus. Two young, dark-haired men
hand out white and blue radiation hazmat suits, yellow plas-
tic slickers, and bottles of water. One of the day-trippers is
Alex, born and raised in Pripyat until he was 10. Now 30, he is
part of a virtual community of mostly young people who once
lived in Pripyat, the forgotten city that was built in the 1970s
for workers at the Chernobyl nuclear power station less than
two miles away. At the time, Pripyat was called the City of the
Future. Instead it was abandoned April 27,1986, when its res-
idents became the first and, so far, only permanent nuclear
refugees in the world.
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The trip, which the former Pripyat residents organized,
coincided with the 20th anniversary of the explosion....
While the bus heads north to the exclusion zone, the 18-mile-
wide region around the reactor, the Web site organizers
start showing Pripyat movies. After a few adjustments to the
bus’s faulty video player, a small monitor begins to display
gruesome scenes of the aftermath of the fire at the reactor.
Scratchy black-and-white footage of the emergency workers
shows graphic images of men in agony, with peeling sheets of
skin and severe burns covering their bodies. Then we watch
the mass exodus from Pripyat, a procession of 2,000 city
and school buses inching their way out of the city like some
strange funeral procession.

There are also images of April 26, the day of the blast,
before residents knew of the danger. Home movies capture
ordinary weddings, blurred bluish footage of brides in white
dresses and smiling grooms.... This seems to be the last place
on Earth where the Soviet Union is still alive. No one men-
tions the word radiation. They hand you a small necklace to
wear when you arrive, a miniature dosimeter.

All in this land of make-believe, where everyone says
everything is all right. And after you are here for a while, you
start to believe it. Maybe radiation isn’t so bad. Maybe the
body does adapt. Mice aren’t affected. Maybe humans aren’t
either (“The First Nuclear Refugees Come Home,” Discover,
June 7,2007).

The former residents of Pripyat, who cannot safely return to

their homes for more than a brief visit, have seen for themselves the
terrible destruction mankind can wreak on the environment. If, as
Voltaire wrote, “optimism is the madness of insisting that all is well
when we are miserable,” are the former residents of Pripyat mad?

Bible students know that our world is dangerous and that the

danger is increasing. But they also know there is a real reason for
hope—for optimism—as we will see in this booklet.

Forty years and more before the Chernobyl nuclear meltdown,

Russians—and Americans, and billions of others on planet Earth—
lived under the constant threat of nuclear war. During the “Cold War”
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of the 1950s, that threat covered the United States and the Soviet
Union like a cloud, and citizens of both countries rushed to build
bomb shelters. In 1962, the “Cuban Missile Crisis” brought a fright-
ened world to the brink of nuclear devastation. By early 2008, at least
nine nations around the globe—the U.S., Russia, China, France, Israel,
the United Kingdom, India, Pakistan, and North Korea—were known
to have tested nuclear weapons, and several more were working dili-
gently to gain nuclear capability.

Iran’s nuclear ambitions prompted the Jerusalem Post to ask, “If
diplomacy fails to thwart Teheran’s nuclear ambitions, can Israel re-
ally stop them militarily?” As the Post reported:

With Iran plunging ahead with its program in defiance of the
UN and the international community, Egypt, Algeria, Saudi
Arabia, Morocco, Tunisia and the United Arab Emirates an-
nounced in early November that they intended to begin up-
grading their nuclear energy programs. Of the six, the most
advanced by far are Egypt and Algeria. Turkey is also report-
ed to be toying with the idea of starting a nuclear program
(“Decision time,” January 4, 2007).

You can learn more about events prophesied for that region
by requesting our free, eye-opening booklet The Middle East in
Prophecy.

Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, many have become less
fearful of nuclear catastrophe. But are we truly safe? Even today,
Russia and the United States can launch nuclear missiles within 15
minutes’ notice. Rogue states continue to develop atomic capabilities,
and the threat of nuclear terrorism is only increasing, as technology
allows ever-smaller devices to be built by the growing number of sci-
entists with the knowledge to create them.

The terror has even moved to outer space. According to General
Joseph Ashy, retired commander in chief of the United States Space
Command, “We’re going to fight from space and we’re going to fight
into space.... That’s why the U.S. has development programs in direct-
ed energy and hit-to-kill mechanisms.... We will engage terrestrial
targets someday—ships, airplanes, land targets—from space” (quoted
in “Waging War in Space,” The Nation, December 9,1999).
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In January 2007, China became the third nation (after the U.S.
and Russia) to shoot down a space satellite. A Chinese anti-satellite
weapon system destroyed a Chinese weather satellite orbiting at an
estimated 537 miles above Earth—a feat demonstrating China’s new
ability to shoot down other nations’ spy satellites and other objects
in high Earth orbit. Officials from China’s near-neighbors Japan and
Australia expressed fears that this move might portend a new arms
race in space.

Is another world war around the corner? Do you know what the
Bible reveals? Most Bible students have heard of the great climactic
end-time event known as “the Battle of Armageddon.” But what is
this battle, and how will it affect you and your family?

“It Was Like Armageddon!”

When our world faces any great calamity, we often hear commen-
tators exclaim, “It’s like Armageddon!” We read a BBC News report
that a rogue computer worm could spawn a “digital Armageddon”
(January 31, 2003). We see business writer Michael Panzer publish
Financial Armageddon, warning of economic disaster leading to
hyperinflation and social breakdown. We find scientists calling the
loss of rainforest and the extinction of animal species an impending
“ecological Armageddon” (“Wildlife faces ‘Armageddon’ as forests
shrink,” ScienceDaily.com, September 26, 2013).

“It was nuclear winter. It was like Armageddon. It looked like
the end of the world,” said San Diego firefighter Mitch Mendler, bat-
tling the devastating Southern California fires of 2007 (“Firestorm,”
Tucson.com, October 23, 2007). But what exactly does—what exactly
will—“Armageddon” look like? Your Bible has the answer!

History’s climactic battle, at the end of this present age, is de-
scribed in the book of Revelation—the last book in your Bible. “And
they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Arma-
geddon” (Revelation 16:16). How and why will the armies be gathered
there? Just two verses earlier, we read, “For they are spirits of de-
mons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of
the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God
Almighty” (Revelation 16:14).

Notice this! The actual battle is not called the battle of Armaged-
don. It is called “the battle of that great day of God Almighty.” But battle
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preparations commence at Armageddon. What is this place? The word
Armageddon is a transliteration of the original Hebrew har megiddo,
which means the “hill of Megiddo” or “the mountain of Megiddo.”

Megiddo is located about 55 miles north of Jerusalem in Israel.
In ancient times it guarded the main trade route between Egypt and
Damascus. It also overlooks the largest plain in Israel, called the Val-
ley of Jezreel or the Plain of Esdraelon. The Old Testament records
several major battles that took place here. In World War I, British
General Edmund Allenby defeated Turkish military forces there in
what became known as “the Battle of Megiddo.”

With all the historic battles that have taken place at Megiddo,
and its role in prophecy, the word “Armageddon” has come to sym-
bolize any large-scale devastation. Humanity has invented many
terrible weapons of mass destruction. Will these weapons bring
about our Armageddon?

Deadly Threats to Planet Earth
In 2006, ABC News produced a program titled “Last Days on Earth.”
They state, “Last Days on Earth takes viewers inside seven of the dead-
liest threats to humanity. Some have the power to render us extinct,
others can destroy the planet; all could entail the end of our civiliza-
tion.” These “deadliest threats” include nuclear war, supervolcanoes,
asteroids, and plague. The CNN series titled “Planet in Peril” featured
wholesale destruction of forests and increasing numbers of extinct
animal species. In presenting major threats to our planet, the History
Channel declared an annual “Armageddon Week.” Former U.S. Vice
President and Nobel Peace Prize winner Al Gore wrote and starred in
the movie An Inconvenient Truth, in which he stated, “All the triumphs
and all the tragedies, all the wars, all the famines, all the major advanc-
es...it’s our only home. And that is what is at stake, our ability to live on
planet Earth, to have a future as a civilization.” Another movie, titled
The 11th Hour, stated in its promotion, “The tragedy is the potential ex-
tinction of humankind” and “Not only is it the eleventh hour, it’s 11:59.”
In addition to nuclear concerns, chemical and biological weapons
are a growing threat. And a new threat is on the horizon: Along with
the feared nuclear, biological, and chemical (NBC) weapons of mass
destruction, a new category—genetics, nanotechnology, and robotics
(GNR)—promises new horrors for the twenty-first century.
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Sun Microsystems founder Bill Joy, an early pioneer of the mini-
computer age, wrote a startling essay published in the April 2000
issue of Wired magazine. Titled “Why the Future Doesn’t Need Us,”
Joy’s essay contemplated the effect of these new GNR technologies
on warring humanity: “I think it is no exaggeration to say we are on
the cusp of the further perfection of extreme evil, an evil whose pos-
sibility spreads well beyond that which weapons of mass destruction
bequeathed to the nation-states, on to a surprising and terrible em-
powerment of extreme individuals.”

Joyis not alone in this sobering assessment. Journalist Gideon
Rose offers the following analysis:

The really difficult problem will be a new kind of proliferation
involving the acquisition of chemical, biological and cyber-
weapons by subnational actors such as terrorist groups, cults
or angry individuals. These weapons are easy to make, hard to
track and hard to defend against. This means that even if the
U.S. does spend tens of billions of dollars on a system to shoot
down North Korean missiles, we will still have to deal with the
equally pressing problem of stopping doomsday cults or future
Unabombers armed with deadly viruses (“Will Everyone Have
the Bomb?, Time, May 22, 2000).

Amid all of our scientific advances in weaponry, man’s inhu-
manity to man has not ceased. From Kosovo to Kashmir, from East
Timor to Chechnya, wars and massacres continue to escalate. Since
World War I1, atrocities against nations or peoples have continued
unabated. The 1948 Genocide Convention of the United Nations pro-
hibited “acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part,”
any national, ethnic, racial, or religious group. Nevertheless, acts of
genocide have killed millions since then, in nations such as Rwanda,
Cambodia, and Bosnia.

In the face of such evil, we can see why judgment is coming upon
our planet. Yet there is good news beyond the bad. Jesus Christ, the
greatest newscaster and prophet in all of human history, told us that
these atrocities would end: “And this gospel of the kingdom will be
preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the
end will come” (Matthew 24:14).
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Gathered for War

Scripture shows us that Armageddon is the gathering place for the cli-
mactic battle of the Great Day of God Almighty! Massive armies will
gather on the plain of Esdraelon to begin the ultimate conflagration.
But where does Armageddon fit into the panorama of prophecy? The
Apostle John described the famous four horsemen of the Apocalypse.
They symbolize, in order, false christs and false religion, war and its
devastating effects, famines that normally follow war, and pestilences
and disease that follow after famine.

Look at what the Bible says about the terrible devastation that
these four horsemen bring: “So I looked, and behold, a pale horse.
And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed
with him. And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth,
to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the
earth” (Revelation 6:8).

Have the nations laid down their arms since World War I1? No!
In the last half of the twentieth century, millions suffered from wars
around the world, from Korea and Indochina to Bosnia and East
Africa, as well as the ongoing conflict in the Middle East. Today, few
nations are left untouched by conflict. The Conflict Barometer 2018,
published by the Heidelberg Institute for International Conflict
Research, gave this sobering report:

In 2018, HIIK observed a total of 372 conflicts worldwide.
More than 57 percent, 213, were fought violently, while 150
remained non-violent. HIIK ended the observations of nine
conflicts through either active settlement by the conflict par-
ties or year-long inactivity.... An additional eleven conflicts
that are currently observed as currently inactive are unac-
counted for in these numbers.

Yet all the destruction we have seen since the end of World War
IT will pale in comparison to the death that will cover planet Earth at
the end of this age. One fourth of all human beings on earth will die as
war, hunger, and disease expand across the globe.

Outside the Bible, do any in our modern age see such devastation
as possible? Indeed, they do. Comparing the risk of genetic tampering
to the “Black Plague” that ravaged Europe in the fourteenth century,
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Bill Joy commented, “My own major concern with genetic engineer-
ing is... that it gives the power—whether militarily, accidentally, or in
a deliberate terrorist act—to create a White Plague” (Wired). Modern
scientists know that these horrors may be just over the horizon!

Yet mankind need not look to genetic manipulations to foresee
devastation. Another deadly trend is heat and drought. World tem-
peratures are shifting in dramatic ways. Just a few years ago, in the
summer of 2003, more than 20,000 in Italy died as a result of an un-
precedented heat wave. An estimated 15,000 in France also died as
aresult of the heat that summer. In 2007, the U.S. Drought Monitor,
published by the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, classified several states in
the western U.S. as experiencing “severe” or “extreme” drought, and
several southeastern U.S. states as facing the ultimate category of “ex-
ceptional” drought. As we read earlier, drought conditions in Southern
California supported widespread wind-whipped fires in October 2007,
destroying hundreds of thousands of acres and at least 1,500 homes in
what firefighters described as an out-of-control inferno!

Will the southwestern U.S. be able to support growing popu-
lations in the future? The October 21, 2007 cover of The New York
Times asked, “The Perfect Drought: Will population and climate
change leave the West without water?” In that magazine, writer Jon
Gertner observed:

In the Southwest this past summer, the outlook was equal-

ly sobering. A catastrophic reduction in the flow of the
Colorado River—which mostly consists of snowmelt from the
Rocky Mountains—has always served as a kind of thought
experiment for water engineers, a risk situation from the
outer edge of their practical imaginations. Some 30 million
people depend on that water. A greatly reduced river would
wreak chaos in seven states: Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, New
Mexico, Arizona, Nevada and California.

Gertner goes on to quote Columbia University scientist Richard
Seager, who recently completed a study of the dry conditions: “You can’t
call it adrought anymore, because it’s going over to a drier climate. No
one says the Sahara is in drought” (“The Future Is Drying Up”).
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The continent of Australia has also been experiencing unprec-
edented drought. In a 2017 study, scientists at the University of
Melbourne concluded that, while Northern Australia may be the wet-
test it has ever been, the rest of the continent has fared quite differ-
ently. According to their research, the droughts in Southern Australia
at the end of the twentieth century and beginning of the twenty-first
are “likely without precedent over the past 400 years” and possibly
the worst droughts in 800 years (“Recent Australian Droughts May
Be the Worst in 800 Years,” TheConversation.com, May 1, 2018).

In the U.S., a few older Americans living in their nation’s Midwest
region might still remember the “Dust Bowl” conditions that ravaged
the Great Plains states from 1933 through 1939. Will such condi-
tions be repeated—or grow even worse? Will we see more extended
droughts in the United States, Canada, Great Britain, Australia, and
New Zealand? The Creator God gave this warning through the proph-
et Amos: “T also withheld rain from you, when there were still three
months to the harvest. I made it rain on one city, I withheld rain from
another city. One part was rained upon, and where it did not rain
the part withered. So two or three cities wandered to another city to
drink water, but they were not satisfied; yet you have not returned to
Me,” says the LORD” (Amos 4:7-8). Unless we wholeheartedly turn to
God, we will experience severe punishment.

Seven Seals Reveal Our Future

The well-known four horsemen of the Apocalypse symbolize the
devastation of much of planet Earth and the death of billions of hu-
man beings. You need to understand the sequence of these awesome
prophetic milestones if you hope to prepare yourself and your loved
ones for what is ahead. The Bible reveals that six major prophetic
events, including the famous “four horsemen,” lead up to the battle of
Armageddon. That battle, as we will see, is in fact a part of the proph-
esied “seventh seal.” What are these mysterious, prophesied seven
seals—and how can we understand their meaning?

The Book of Revelation—the last book in your Bible—is a mystery
to most people. Some think it is just allegory. Others say it is all about
past events. Did you know that this book, in its description of the sev-
en seals, gives the outline of end-time prophecy? You can know how
end-time events will unfold—and how you can be ready for them! You
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need to understand the seven seals of Revelation. For a more com-
plete explanation of the mysteries of Revelation, be sure to write for
our free booklet Revelation: The Mystery Unveiled!

Around 95 AD, the Apostle John wrote down in Revelation the in-
spired words of God. John had been exiled to the island of Patmos off
the southwest coast of Turkey in the Aegean Sea. The island was used
as a Roman penal colony in the first century. He wrote, “I, John, both
your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and pa-
tience of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the
word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ” (Revelation 1:9).

God chose the Apostle John to record the Apocalypse, or
Revelation. As Scripture explains, it was John “who bore witness to
the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things
that he saw” (v. 2). Notice this blessing pronounced on those who
seriously study the book of Revelation: “Blessed is he who reads and
those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things
which are written in it; for the time is near” (v. 3).

Humanity as a whole is ignorant of one of the greatest books ever
written! God has deliberately hidden the deep meaning of this myste-
rious book from those who are spiritually blinded—which means that
He has hidden its meaning from most of the world.

Even the famous Bible commentator Adam Clarke found difficul-
ty in making any sense of Revelation. Clarke wrote, “I had resolved,
for a considerable time, not to meddle with this book, because I fore-
saw that I could produce nothing satisfactory on it” (Commentary on
the Holy Bible, ed. Ralph Earle, p. 1331,1967).

But you can understand the book of Revelation. Notice that this
is the Revelation of Jesus Christ—not that of “St. John the Divine,”
as some Bibles title the book. What, then, is the purpose of Jesus’
revelation? It is to “show His servants—things which must shortly
take place” (Revelation 1:1). The purpose of the book is not to hide the
truth, but to reveal events leading up to Christ’s return! In fact, the
word “apocalypse” comes from the Greek apokalupsis, which means
“uncovering” or “unveiling.” You need to know what those prophe-
sied events are!

In Revelation 5, we read about a scroll sealed with seven seals.
These seven seals reveal prophetic events that lie just ahead of us.
John begins to weep when at first “no one” is found worthy to open
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the scroll. “But one of the elders said to me, ‘Do not weep. Behold,
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to
open the scroll and to loose its seven seals™ (v. 5). The Lion of the
tribe of Judah is Jesus Christ—He begins to open the scroll sealed
with seven seals.

In Revelation 6, we read the description of six of those seals. The
first four seals are known as the four horsemen of the Apocalypse.
The Apostle John describes the Lamb—Jesus Christ—opening the
first seal. “Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I
heard one of the four living creatures saying with a voice like thunder,
‘Come and see.’ And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat
on it had abow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out con-
quering and to conquer” (vv. 1-2).

What do the white horse and its rider represent? Some commen-
tators mistakenly say that these represent Christ, because the imag-
ery appears similar to the description of Christ given in Revelation 19.
But when we compare the Revelation 19 description to the first horse-
man, we find notable differences. Christ comes with many crowns (v.
12), not just one crown. And He comes with a sword (v. 15), not a bow
as in Revelation 6.

Christ is the Revelator. He reveals the meaning of this white
horse. Jesus describes the signs of His second coming and the se-
quence of events that coincide with the seals of Revelation. “And
Jesus answered and said to them: ‘Take heed that no one deceives
you. For many will come in My name, saying, “I am the Christ,” and
will deceive many’” (Matthew 24:4-5).

This white horse, and its rider, represent false religions—“false
christs” (v. 24). In Matthew 24, Jesus continues describing the se-
quence of events: war, famine, pestilence, and tribulation. Jesus is the
One who interprets the seals of Revelation. He tells us:

And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are
not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the

end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and
earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of sor-
rows. Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you,
and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake (vv. 6-9).
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The second seal reveals a horseman riding a red horse, having
the power to take peace away from Earth. The third seal presents a
rider on a black horse, representing a scarcity of food and resulting
famine. The fourth seal shows a rider on a pale horse, whose name is
Death. As we have seen, these four horsemen have power over one-
fourth of our planet to kill “with sword, with hunger, with death, and
by the beasts of the earth” (Revelation 6:8). Jesus also spoke of the
pestilence that normally follows a famine. We see in Matthew 24 that
Jesus confirmed the meaning of these seals when He spoke of:

¢ Deceptive religion (Matthew 24:4)—the first seal, or the first
of the four horsemen

e Wars (Matthew 24:6-7)—the second seal, or the second of the
four horsemen

¢ Famines (Matthew 24:7)—the third seal, or the third of the
four horsemen

e DPestilences (Matthew 24:7)—the fourth seal, or the fourth of
the four horsemen

e Tribulation, religious persecution, and martyrdom (Matthew
24:9-10)—the fifth seal.

Abomination of Desolation
In Matthew 24, Jesus also gave another very specific sign of the immi-
nent coming of the Great Tribulation. ““Therefore when you see the
“abomination of desolation,” spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand-
ing in the holy place’ (whoever reads, let him understand), ‘then let
those who are in Judea flee to the mountains™ (Matthew 24:15-16).
We need to understand what this abomination of desolation is all
about. Historically, in 167 BC, the Greek ruler Antiochus Epiphanes
issued a decree that prohibited further sacrifices in the Jerusalem
temple, as Daniel had foretold. “And forces shall be mustered by him,
and they shall defile the sanctuary fortress; then they shall take away
the daily sacrifices, and place there the abomination of desolation”
(Daniel 11:31).

In addition to stopping the daily sacrifices, Antiochus further
erected a statue of Jupiter Olympus in the temple and directed ev-
eryone to worship it. This abomination, also mentioned in Daniel
8, foreshadowed an end-time event. In the future, end-time animal
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sacrifices will again be cut off, this time 1,290 days before Christ’s re-
turn. “And from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken away, and the
abomination of desolation is set up, there shall be one thousand two
hundred and ninety days” (Daniel 12:11).

Jesus warns His followers to be alert to an end-time abomination
of desolation! Just as Antiochus Epiphanes profaned the temple in
167 BC and cut off the sacrifices, so a profane authority will cut off
Jewish temple sacrifices in the future. In fact, the Apostle Paul warns
of a great false prophet who will stand in the holy place. “Let no one
deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the fall-
ing away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdi-
tion, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or
that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing
himself that he is God” (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4).

In the first century, Christians fled Jerusalem to the town of Pella
and escaped the devastation brought on Jerusalem by the Roman
Army in 70 AD. (Please write for your free copy of our booklet God’s
Church Through the Ages to learn more about how God’s Church
was established, grew, and resisted terrible persecution over the
centuries.) But the context here is “the end of the age” (Matthew
24:3). Jesus describes this period as “great tribulation” (v. 21)—the
time of Satan’s wrath and evil persecution. “Woe to the inhabitants
of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having
great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time” (Revelation
12:12). As Jesus said, this time of tribulation will be the greatest ever
(Matthew 24:21). In all the atrocities and genocide we have known in
the past, the history of the world has never seen this degree of evil.

We read, “Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the
earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male Child.
But the woman was given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly
into the wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for a time and
times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent” (Revelation
12:13-14). The biblical symbol for the Church is a woman (cf. Ephe-
sians 5:22-32). God will protect His true saints—genuine Christians—
from the Great Tribulation. This is not a secret rapture. There is no
such event in the Bible. Notice that the woman is taken to “her place”
in the wilderness. Then the dragon pursues those lukewarm Chris-
tians who had not been intently growing in the grace and knowledge
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of Christ. “And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went
to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the command-
ments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ” (Revelation
12:17). Satan will attack the remnant of the Church and the national
descendants of Jacob. “Alas! For that day is great, so that none is like
it; and it is the time of Jacob’s trouble, but he shall be saved out of it”
(Jeremiah 30:7). This unique time in all history, the Great Tribula-
tion, will see Satan’s wrath on the descendants of Jacob—not just the
Jews, but also the American and British-descended peoples, and peo-
ples of northwestern Europe. We certainly need to take warning!

As Christ’s second coming nears, God will begin to intervene
more powerfully in human affairs. Dramatic astronomical and terres-
trial activity will draw everyone’s attention. Notice:

Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and
every mountain and island was moved out of its place. And
the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the com-
manders, the mighty men, every slave and every free man,
hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the moun-
tains, and said to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and
hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from
the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of His wrath has
come, and who is able to stand?” (Revelation 6:14-17).

Whose wrath will be poured out on the nations? The Lamb of
God—Jesus Christ—will be wrathful! Why? Because most of the world
has rebelled against God and gone the way of wickedness. John ex-
plained that “the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one”
(1 John 5:19). Or, “the whole world lieth in wickedness” (KJV).

The world today does not know the true God, but those living in
tomorrow’s world will know God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ!
People will be teachable. After the Great Tribulation, the Day of the
Lord, and Armageddon, the nations will be humbled. They will even
want to learn the way of God and the Bible! Notice: “Now it shall come
to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the LORD’S house shall
be established on the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above
the hills; and all nations shall flow to it” (Isaiah 2:2). All nations will
come to the newly established world capital, Jerusalem, where Jesus
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Christ will reign as King of kings and Lord of lords. “Many people
shall come and say, ‘Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the
LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways,
and we shall walk in His paths™ (v. 3). They will desire knowledge of
God’s ways! Do you have that desire now? Notice what the Messiah,
the King, Jesus Christ, will teach in the Millennium. “For out of Zion
shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem” (v.
3). That word is available to you now, in your Bible. The Bible is God’s
gift to us—we need to read it daily! As Jesus said, “And you shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:32).

The Heavenly Signs

The four horsemen will intensify their ride as we approach the Day of
the Lord. As we have seen, they are revealed in Revelation 6 as Christ
opens the first four seals. What happens when the fifth seal is opened?
“When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of
those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony
which they held” (Revelation 6:9).

Here is described the martyrdom of the saints, true Christians. In
the first century, the Emperor Nero violently persecuted Christians
and put them to death. A major end-time persecution of saints is also
foretold by this fifth seal. Jesus predicted this future tribulation in
Matthew 24:9. Then Jesus opens the sixth seal, revealing the heaven-
ly signs that will shock people all across our planet. What are those
heavenly signs? “I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold,
there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth
of hair, and the moon became like blood” (Revelation 6:12).

These future cosmic disturbances will warn all of humanity.
During the first century, about the time of Jesus’ crucifixion and res-
urrection, there were also signs in the heavens (Luke 23:44-45). The
Apostle Peter referred to them in his Pentecost message:

Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be
known to you, and heed my words. For these are not drunk,
as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. But
this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: “And it shall
come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out of
My Spirit on all flesh.... I will show wonders in heaven above
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and signs in the earth beneath: blood and fire and vapor of
smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon
into blood, before the coming of the great and awesome day
of the LORD. And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on
the name of the LORD shall be saved” (Acts 2:14-21).

The Apostle Peter instructed them to repent and be baptized
(Acts 2:38), and 3,000 were baptized that day!

Now, notice the end-time prophetic signs. The Apostle John con-
tinues in Revelation 6: “And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a
fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind. Then the
sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and
island was moved out of its place” (vv. 13-14).

Will asteroids and meteors cause catastrophic damage to life on
Earth? Will God eventually use asteroids, small or great, to punish
unrepentant, rebellious nations and peoples? Scripture shows plainly
that huge hailstones will crush people and property. “From the sky
huge hailstones, each weighing about a hundred pounds, fell on peo-
ple. And they cursed God on account of the plague of hail, because the
plague was so terrible” (Revelation 16:21, NIV).

Movies such as 1997’s Asteroid and 1998’s Armageddon and Deep
Impact have portrayed asteroids as threatening all life on Earth. Is
there any real danger of smaller asteroids colliding with our planet?
Author John Roach, writing in National Geographic News, warned, “It
is almost certain that Earth will be hit by an asteroid large enough to
exterminate a large percentage of our planet’s life, including possibly
over a billion people, according to researchers. But as such cataclys-
mic collisions occur on average only once in a million years or so, are
they really worth worrying about?” (“Killer Asteroids: A Real But
Remote Risk?”, June 19, 2003). Yes, Bible prophecy reveals that we
should be very concerned!

Not only will asteroids and meteors frighten people, but massive
earthquakes will also shake planet Earth. As the Apostle John saw
in vision, “every mountain and island was moved out of its place.”

If you have ever experienced a strong earthquake, as many have in
California, you know how frightening earthquakes can be. Your knees
and legs feel weak as water, even if you have not been seriously in-
jured. Perhaps you feel secure because your city or region has no his-
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tory of earthquakes. In a Time magazine cover story, author George J.
Church reminded us, “Earthquakes are unpredictable. They almost
invariably strike not only at times but at places nobody expects, and
no one quake is exactly like any other” (“How to Live Dangerously,”
January 30, 1995).

How powerful can earthquakes be? The historic Mississippi
Valley earthquake on December 16, 1811, near New Madrid, Missouri,
actually reversed the course of the Mississippi River! The series of
quakes had estimated magnitudes of 8.6, 8.4, and 8.8. As the Time
Almanac 2001 states, “It is the largest series of earthquakes known to
have occurred in North America” (p. 614).

Natural disasters have killed hundreds of thousands in re-
cent years. In October of 2005, a magnitude 7.6 earthquake struck
Pakistan, leaving nearly 90,000 dead and more than three million
homeless. In August 2005, Hurricane Katrina devastated the city
of New Orleans and disrupted millions of lives along the U.S. Gulf
Coast. On December 26, 2004, the 9.1 magnitude Sumatra earth-
quake and the resulting tsunami killed more than 220,000 across
South Asia.

Earthquakes and the “heavenly signs” will introduce the Day of
the Lord: the time of God’s wrath and judgment on an unthankful,
rebellious world. Jesus Christ, the Lamb, will be wrathful. He will
execute God’s righteous judgments. The Day of the Lord is also called
“the great day of His wrath” (Revelation 6:17)!

Some critics say, “There have always been earthquakes. There
have always been volcanoes and other environmental disruptions.
What we’re seeing today doesn’t mean Christ’s return is any closer.”
Itis incredible to believe, but even as end-time events grow far more
intense, some scoffers will deny until the last possible moment, when
they will be confronted by God Himself, that He is pouring out His
judgment on rebellious humanity. Just after Jesus speaks of His
second coming, He states, “Now learn this parable from the fig tree:
When its branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, you
know that summer is near. So you also, when you see all these things,
know that it is near—at the doors!” (Matthew 24:32-33). Jesus in-
structs all His true followers to be knowledgeable about these signs.

Yes, there have always been cynics and doubters, but now is the
time to wake up and heed what is happening around the world. God
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spoke to the prophet Ezekiel about the skeptics and scoffers. “Son of
man, what is this proverb that you people have about the land of Israel,
which says, “The days are prolonged, and every vision fails’?” (Ezekiel
12:22). What does God say about mankind’s skepticism? “Tell them
therefore, “Thus says the Lord Gop: “Iwill lay this proverb to rest, and
they shall no more use it as a proverb in Israel.” But say to them, ““The
days are at hand, and the fulfillment of every vision”” (Ezekiel 12:23).
We need to keep our eyes open to what God is doing—now, and as the
end of the age approaches and the seals are unleashed on our world!

Framework for Prophecy

We need to understand the time sequence leading up to Jesus Christ’s
second coming. There are three major prophetic milestones leading
up to His return:

e The Great Tribulation

¢ The Heavenly Signs

¢ The Day of the Lord

These three events cover a period of about three-and-a-half
years. There are more than 30 prophecies in your Bible referring to
the Day of the Lord. How long is the Day of the Lord? Two scriptures
give us the answer. Speaking of God’s judgments on the nations,
Isaiah writes, “For it is the day of the LORD’S vengeance, the year
of recompense for the cause of Zion” (Isaiah 34:8). Isaiah 63:4 also
shows that the Day of the Lord in end-time prophecy, the time pre-
ceding Christ’s return, is a period of one year!

In addition to those milestones, the book of Revelation reveals
four ongoing events that continue for that period of three-and-a-half
years (see chart on pages 22-23). What are the four ongoing events
that occur during the three-and-a-half years? The first event is that
Jerusalem is trampled by the Gentiles for 42 months (Revelation
11:1-2). The second event is the Two Witnesses prophesying for 1,260
days (Revelation 11:3). The third event is the Church’s time in the
wilderness, which the Bible describes as “a time and times and half
a time”—biblical language for three-and-a-half years (Revelation
12:13-17). The woman described here in Revelation 12 is symbolic of
the Church. The fourth event is the Beast continuing for 42 months
in its final revival (Revelation 13:1-5). This Beast symbolizes a revived
Roman Empire. For more detail on this vital topic, be sure to request
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our free booklet The Beast of Revelation: Myth, Metaphor, or Soon-
Coming Reality? This revived Beast will be a superpower that will ri-
val and eventually surpass the United States! Watch events in Europe
as this Beast prepares to appear on the scene.

Three major milestones lead up to the second coming of Christ.
The Great Tribulation lasts for about two-and-a-half years. Next, the
Heavenly Signs shock people all over the world. The Heavenly Signs in-
troduce the Day of the Lord. The Day of the Lord is the prophetic time
period of one year leading up to Christ’s return. So there are four ongo-
ing events during these three-and-a-half years: Jerusalem is trodden
down by the Gentiles, the two witnesses prophesy, the church is nour-
ished in the wilderness, and the Beast power dominates for 42 months.

The Day of the Lord

The Day of the Lord is a major prophetic event that will affect the life
of every human being on Earth. You need to understand the mean-
ing of the Day of the Lord, its powerful significance, and its place in
prophecy. The great prophets of the Bible known as Isaiah, Jeremiah,
and Ezekiel spoke about it. The so-called “minor prophets”—Joel,
Amos, Obadiah, Zephaniah, Zechariah, and Malachi—also empha-
sized this event. Even the Apostles Peter and Paul wrote about it. The
Day of the Lord is the seventh seal of Revelation, consisting of seven
trumpet plagues, through which God judges the nations. The seventh
trumpet plague includes Armageddon!

As we read in Revelation 6, the sixth seal or the heavenly signs
introduce the Day of the Lord, also called “the great day of His wrath”
(Revelation 6:17)! So, what is the Day of the Lord? It is the climactic
time of God’s judgment on the nations. It is the time when Almighty
God begins to intervene more directly and powerfully in the affairs
of humanity. Holman Bible Dictionary defines the Day of the Lord
as follows: “The time when God reveals His sovereignty over human
powers and human existence” (“Day of the Lord,” 1991).

The book of Revelation emphasizes prophetic events leading up to
the return of the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth. The Apostle John writes
in Revelation 1:10, “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard
behind me aloud voice, as of a trumpet.” John is not describing a day of
the week, as some commentators believe. He is speaking of the major
prophetic period of time described in the rest of the book as the Day
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of the Lord. The expression “Lord’s Day” here in Revelation is plainly
referring to the theme of the whole book, the prophetic Day of the Lord
culminating in Jesus Christ’s return as King of kings and Lord of lords!

We need to understand that John is not referring to Sunday as
the Lord’s day. If He were doing that, he would have referred to Sun-
day as “the first day” of the week as he did in the Gospel of John. Jesus
Himself, who kept the seventh-day Sabbath, said He was Lord of the
Sabbath (Mark 2:27-28)! He was not speaking of Sunday!

As we have already established, this year-long Day of the Lord is
the seventh seal of Revelation. And the seventh seal consists of sev-
en trumpet plagues or judgments. John writes in Revelation 8:1-2,
“When He [Christ] opened the seventh seal, there was silence in
heaven for about half an hour. And I saw the seven angels who stand
before God, and to them were given seven trumpets.” They are intro-
duced by “noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake” (v. 5).

The first four trumpets announce ecological devastation that
will plague our planet. A third of all trees are burned up, and all green
grass is burned up. A third of all living creatures in the sea die; a third
of ocean-going ships are destroyed. A third of rivers and springs be-
come poisonous. A third of the heavens become darkened.

Notice Joel’s sobering warning:

Blow the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in My holy
mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; for the
day of the Lorp is coming, for it is at hand: a day of darkness
and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, like the
morning clouds spread over the mountains. A people come,
great and strong, the like of whom has never been; nor will
there ever be any such after them, even for many successive
generations (Joel 2:1-2).

The trumpet is used to sound an alarm—to help people prepare for
major battles or, as described here, an invading army! Here the prophet
Joel warns of a unique time in all history. The next verse describes ter-
rible destruction, a scorched-earth policy—everything is left desolate.
“A fire devours before them, and behind them a flame burns; the land is
like the Garden of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wil-
derness; surely nothing shall escape them” (v. 3). During the Day of the
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Lord, invading armies will burn vast territories. Humanity will also see
incredible disruption of the heavens as well as total destruction on the
land. “The earth quakes before them, the heavens tremble; the sun and
moon grow dark, and the stars diminish their brightness. The LORD
gives voice before His army, for His camp is very great; for strong is the
One who executes His word. For the day of the LORD is great and very
terrible; who can endure it?” (Joel 2:10-11).

God calls this destructive Gentile force His army! As we will see
later, a powerful army of 200 million, prophesied to destroy one third
of Earth’s population, will send troops into the Middle East. Almighty
God will intervene in human affairs in a dramatic way. Major wars
will erupt when God executes judgment on the nations.

Not only will military weapons destroy vast regions, incredible
ecological devastation will destroy agriculture. “What the chewing
locust left, the swarming locust has eaten; what the swarming locust
left, the crawling locust has eaten; and what the crawling locust left,
the consuming locust has eaten” (Joel 1:4). On February 21, 2020,
NPR.comreported the following:

The Horn of Africa, one of the world’s most impoverished re-
gions, is being ransacked by billions of tiny invaders. Farmers
look on in horror as desert locusts moving in vast cloud-like
swarms darken the sky. The insects blast through fields of crops
at an astonishing pace, decimating livelihoods in the process.
The pests crossed the Gulf of Aden and arrived in Somalia

and Ethiopia last year. They were spotted in Kenya about two
months ago in what has become the worst infestation there

in 70 years.... A swarm the size of Manhattan can, in a single
day, eat the same amount of food as everyone in New York and
California combined.... Swarms of desert locusts more than
three times the size of New York City—an estimated 192 billion
insects—have been spotted in northeast Kenya (“Why Are
Swarms of Locusts Wreaking Havoc In East Africa?”).

In the not-too-distant future, the insect plagues some nations
experience today will seem minor by comparison. When God
brings punishments upon rebellious nations in the future Day of
the Lord, He will call upon the nations to humble themselves and
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repent! Of course, you and I do not need to wait until then! As we
approach the coming Day of the Lord, we see that God calls His
people to humble themselves: “Consecrate a fast, call a sacred as-
sembly; gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land into
the house of the LORD your God, and cry out to the LORD. Alas for
the day! For the day of the LORD is at hand; it shall come as de-
struction from the Almighty” (Joel 1:14-15).

We need to remember that—as devastating as these events may
be—they lead up to the great hope we all have: the return of the Mes-
siah, Jesus of Nazareth! God will judge the nations during the Day of
the Lord, but He will also be preparing a time of restoration.

Notice: “The LORD also will roar from Zion, and utter His voice
from Jerusalem; the heavens and earth will shake; but the LORD will
be a shelter for His people, and the strength of the children of Israel.
So you shall know that I am the LORD your God, dwelling in Zion My
holy mountain” (Joel 3:16-17). Yes, our hope is in the Savior and His
coming rulership over all the nations!

The last three trumpet plagues are called woes. The word “woe”
is an exclamation of grief! “And Ilooked, and I heard an angel flying
through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, “Woe, woe, woe
to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the
trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!” (Revelation 8:13).

Revelation 9 describes the first woe or the fifth trumpet plague. The
fifth angel sounds a trumpet that begins a military action that lasts for
five months. The Apostle John describes the war in apocalyptic terms:

And they had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the
sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots with
many horses running into battle. They had tails like scorpi-
ons, and there were stings in their tails. Their power was to
hurt men five months. And they had as king over them the
angel of the bottomless pit [Satan], whose name in Hebrew
is Abaddon, but in Greek he has the name Apollyon. One
woe is past. Behold, still two more woes are coming after
these things (Revelation 9:9-12).

The second woe, or the sixth trumpet plague, is pictured with
symbols of horses and horsemen. Here we see an intense military
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counterattack. We read, “Then the sixth angel sounded: And I heard a
voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God, say-
ing to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, ‘Release the four angels
who are bound at the great river Euphrates™ (vv.13-14).

We should note one biblical key that can help you understand the
future in the Middle East—prophecies concerning the Euphrates River.
The Euphrates River runs from Turkey through Syria and Iraq to the
Persian Gulf. The nation of Iran lies immediately to the east of Iraq.

An army of 200 million, prophesied to destroy one third of the
planet’s population, will move troops westward across the Eu-
phrates River.

So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day
and month and year, were released to kill a third of mankind.
Now the number of the army of the horsemen was two hundred
million; I heard the number of them. And thus I saw the horses
in the vision: those who sat on them had breastplates of fiery
red, hyacinth blue, and sulfur yellow; and the heads of the hors-
es were like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths came fire,
smoke, and brimstone. By these three plagues a third of man-
kind was killed—by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone
which came out of their mouths (vv. 15-18).

This is describing world war! And this phase of World War I1I will
kill billions of human beings! Jesus said that unless those days were
shortened, no flesh would be saved—all life on planet Earth would be
destroyed (Matthew 24:21-22).

Then the seventh trumpet sounds. For Christians, the sounding of
the seventh trumpet is good news because it announces Jesus Christ’s
return and the establishment of the Kingdom of God on planet Earth.
We all need to be preparing spiritually for that time! “Then the seventh
angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, ‘“The king-
doms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His
Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!” (Revelation 11:15).

Pre-, Post-, or Amillenialism?
Some theologians wrongly teach that there will be no literal thou-
sand-year rule of Christ on planet Earth. This teaching is called amil-
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lennialism. Others wrongly teach that the Church will grow in power
and influence, perhaps over thousands or tens of thousands of years,

converting billions of people and bringing morality and peace to our

planet before Christ returns to execute His final judgment. This false
teaching is called postmillennialism.

The Bible, by contrast, teaches premillennialism—that Jesus
Christ will return before the Millennium and will rule on planet
Earth with the saints for a thousand years. At the seventh trum-
pet, Jesus Christ will become Ruler over planet Earth, and faithful
Christians who are in the grave will be resurrected to immortality
and glory. Notice this inspiring statement: “For the Lord Himself will
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel,
and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first” (1
Thessalonians 4:16). Genuine Christians who are still alive at Christ’s
return will be changed from mortality to immortality. “Behold, I tell
you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed—in
amoment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and
we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal must put on immortality” (1 Corinthians 15:51-53).
Resurrected Christians will then begin their rule with Christ on plan-
et Earth. Remember: “Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first
resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall
be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand
years” (Revelation 20:6).

The establishment of the Kingdom of God on planet Earth will be
an awesome event! The world throughout history has been waiting for
that great milestone! We need Christ’s return to Earth! Mankind has
not brought the world lasting peace. Less than 100 years ago, mankind
exploded the first nuclear bombs over Hiroshima and Nagasaki. For the
first time in history, the human race had gained the means to annihilate
itself—complete “cosmocide” became a very real danger.

Most of us are well aware that nuclear war still threatens us in the
twenty-first century! We need Christ to return to bring peace, justice,
and God’s way to mankind! The good news is that the one-year period
of time called the Day of the Lord culminates in the announcement of
the good news that Christ is taking over all the kingdoms and govern-
ments of this world!
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The Seventh Trumpet

The seventh trumpet is also called the third woe! Why? Because it
will also signal the seven last plagues! This is an intense fulfillment
of the day of God’s wrath and judgment on rebellious nations. “Then
I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous: seven angels hav-
ing the seven last plagues, for in them the wrath of God is complete”
(Revelation 15:1).

We need to face reality. Read the description of these seven last
plagues in Revelation 16. They include plagues of painful sores on
those who have worshiped the Beast power and its image. They in-
clude even more poisonous rivers and seas to the extent that “every
living creature in the sea died” (Revelation 16:3). The sun becomes
hotter, resulting in extreme heat waves that torment those who will
not repent of their sins!

Here is the frightening description of what the sixth angel un-
leashes upon rebellious humanity:

Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river
Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the way of the
kings from the east might be prepared. And I saw three unclean
spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of
the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false proph-
et. For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go
out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather
them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty (vv.12-14).

Incredible as it may seem, the rebellious nations of planet Earth
are so deceived, arrogant, and angry that they will attempt to fight
against the returning King of kings and Lord of lords, whom many
will believe is an invader from outer space!

War Against Christ!

“The kings of the earth,” including the Beast—the prophesied
European superpower, the revived Roman Empire—will move into
the Middle East. And the kings of the East, who would normally be
fighting against the Beast power, also move into the Middle East. But
instead of fighting one another, they join ranks to fight against an
invader from outer space, Jesus Christ! “And they gathered them to-
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gether to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon” (v. 16). The armies
of the world will gather there to make war against Jesus Christ—the
Commander of Heaven’s armies! The Apostle John writes:

Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And
He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes were like
a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had
aname written that no one knew except Himself. He was
clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called
The Word of God. And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine
linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. Now
out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should
strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod
of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness
and wrath of Almighty God. And He has on His robe and on
His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF
LORDS (Revelation 19:11-16).

When Christ returns to planet Earth, He will judge and conquer
all His enemies. John continues: “And I saw the beast [the prophesied
military dictator], the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered
together to make war against Him [against Jesus] who sat on the
horse and against His army” (v. 19).

Yet, amazingly, as we have seen, the nations will still want to fight
the conquering King of Heaven’s armies! Satan’s demons—fallen
angels—will gather those armies that were about to annihilate one
another and all life on earth. These opposing forces now join one an-
other to fight against Christ at His coming.

These armies are gathered at Megiddo to make war against Christ
and His army. The war or battle is called “the battle of the great day of
God Almighty.” But where will the battle take place? The prophet Joel
tells us that this climactic battle will take place near Jerusalem. “For
behold, in those days and at that time... I will also gather all nations,
and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; and I will enter
into judgment with them there” (Joel 3:1-2).

The valley of Jehoshaphat, also called the Kidron Valley, is locat-
ed between Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives, and extends south-
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ward. The world’s armies will move southward from Megiddo to fight
Jesus Christ at Jerusalem. In the great climactic battle of all ages, the
Creator God will prevail, as puny human beings fail in their futile at-
tempt to conquer God.

Foolish generals will quickly learn how powerless they are
against the omnipotent, divine power of God! Read about the re-
sults of that battle: “For I will gather all the nations to battle against
Jerusalem.... Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those
nations, as He fights in the day of battle. And in that day His feet will
stand on the Mount of Olives” (Zechariah 14:2-4). Notice the horri-
ble punishment wrought on those rebellious, evil armies. “And this
shall be the plague with which the LORD will strike all the people
who fought against Jerusalem: Their flesh shall dissolve while they
stand on their feet, their eyes shall dissolve in their sockets, and their
tongues shall dissolve in their mouths” (v.12).

John writes:

Then the beast was captured, and with him the false proph-
et who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived
those who received the mark of the beast and those who
worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake
of fire burning with brimstone. And the rest were killed with
the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat
on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh
(Revelation 19:20-21).

Jesus will totally conquer the greatest military combine ever
assembled. He will return as King of kings and Lord of lords to bring
this war-torn planet a thousand years of peace. “And the LORD shall
be King over all the earth” (Zechariah 14:9).

God Will Save Doomed Mankind

God will step in to save mankind from total annihilation. The seventh
trumpet will announce a new world government—a new world order
under the King of kings, Jesus Christ: “Then the seventh angel sound-
ed: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdoms of
this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ,
and He shall reign forever and ever!”” (Revelation 11:15).
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That is the good news, the gospel this sorry world so desperately
needs. Yes, the world will survive Armageddon. Why? Because there
are faithful Christians for whom the world will be saved. Jesus stated
in Matthew 24:22 that “for the elect’s sake those days will be short-
ened.” God will save the world to demonstrate His way of life and
peace for a thousand years. The Prince of Peace, the Messiah, Jesus of
Nazareth, will teach all nations the way to world peace. And how long
will the world enjoy the peaceful reign of Christ and the saints? The
Apostle John describes that time: “And they lived and reigned with
Christ for a thousand years.... Blessed and holy is he who has part in
the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but
they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a
thousand years” (Revelation 20:4, 6).

The world will not be totally destroyed in a nuclear holocaust. But
God will judge the nations—including our western nations, which have
become hypocritical—having at most a form of godliness but denying
the power thereof (2 Timothy 3:5). We individually need to be alert,
spiritually awake, and spiritually clothed. As Jesus said, “Behold, I am
coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments,
lest he walk naked and they see his shame” (Revelation 16:15).

We should all look forward to Christ’s return. Now is the time
to prepare spiritually—to repent and change our lives! Seek God in
prayer. Study your Bible and commit yourself to living by it (Matthew
4:4). Look forward to a world under the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ,
when all nations will learn how to live by the Bible, the law of God,
the government of God, and the love of God. Today’s Christians are
preparing to assist Jesus Christ in the Kingdom of God, where they
will teach others the Way they have learned from their Savior (Isaiah
30:20-21; Revelation 5:10).

Beyond Armageddon

Will the world survive Armageddon? Will we face the reality of a “sec-
ond nuclear age” and the coming devastation of World War III? Jesus
warns us all concerning the end times and the Great Tribulation, “And
unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved” (Matthew
24:22). The good news is that Christ will return as King of kings and
Lord of lords (Revelation 19:16). Remember His encouraging promise
to return to earth and establish the Kingdom of God here. He told His

39



Armageddon and Beyond

disciples, “I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am,
there you may be also” (John 14:2-3). The Gospel, or the good news

of the Kingdom, proclaims a new age of peace and prosperity for the
world. Christ will rule on earth: “And in that day His feet will stand on
the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east” (Zechariah
14:4). The King will rule from Jerusalem, the new capital of the world.
Faithful Christians, the saints, will serve and rule with Him: “You are
worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; for You were slain, and
have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue
and people and nation, and have made us kings and priests to our God;
and we shall reign on the earth” (Revelation 5:9-10).

Faithful Christians will inherit the Kingdom of God: “But the saints
of the Most High shall receive the kingdom, and possess the kingdom
forever, even forever and ever” (Daniel 7:18). Those saints will be in the
first resurrection when Christ returns. They will rule on planet Earth,
serve under the King of kings, and help billions of people during the
Millennium. At Christ’s return—at the beginning of the Millennium—
they will be resurrected, or changed, and given immortality (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:51-54). They “shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man” (v.
49); they will have glory, power, immortality, and a spirit body.

Remember, after Jesus’ resurrection, He ascended to heaven and
had His preincarnate glory restored to Him, such that “His counte-
nance was like the sun shining in its strength” (Revelation 1:16). Yet
Jesus was able to manifest Himself in the flesh after His resurrection;
He appeared to His disciples and shared bread and fish with them
(John 21:13). The saints also will be able to manifest themselves to the
physical nations during the Millennium. As kings and priests, they
will be governing and teaching. In fact, the priests in ancient Israel
were the nation’s teachers. During the Millennium, today’s faithful
Christians will be teaching God’s way of life—the way of truth, the
way of the Bible, the way of living that Christ exemplified and taught.
As kings and priests, they will teach the world the way to peace: “And
though the Lord gives you the bread of adversity and the water of
affliction, yet your teachers will not be moved into a corner anymore,
but your eyes shall see your teachers. Your ears shall hear a word be-
hind you, saying, “This is the way, walk in it,, whenever you turn to the
right hand or whenever you turn to the left” (Isaiah 30:20-21).
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We have seen from the Bible that faithful Christians will rule on
planet Earth as kings and priests with Jesus Christ for a thousand
years. God means what He says. The time is coming when all nations
will know the true God. “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My
holy mountain, for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the
LORD as the waters cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:9).

God’s Kingdom will rule on planet Earth. Jerusalem will be the
capital of the world! Notice this inspiring prophecy: “Thus says the
LoRbD: ‘I will return to Zion, and dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. Je-
rusalem shall be called the City of Truth, the Mountain of the LORD of
hosts, the Holy Mountain™ (Zechariah 8:3). Faithful Christians will
serve Jesus Christ as kings and priests here on earth—not in heaven
as many wrongly teach!

After the thousand years, Satan the devil will be released to de-
ceive the nations. Those who follow that deceiver will be destroyed by
fire from heaven (Revelation 20:9). Satan and his demons will be cast
into the lake of fire (Matthew 25:41). Then the Book of Life will be
opened for billions, for the first time, in the White Throne Judgment.
This is the time of the second resurrection, the judgment period
when many of your friends and relatives, who never had a real oppor-
tunity for salvation (cf. 2 Corinthians 4:4), will be given that oppor-
tunity. After the White Throne Judgment, what will happen? “Then
Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second
death. And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into
the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:14-15).

This is the real hellfire of your Bible. After the White Throne
Judgment, all the unrepentant human beings who have ever lived will
be destroyed in the lake of fire. All those who have obeyed Christ and
accepted Him as Savior—as Lord and Master—will be glorified chil-
dren of God, living forever in the immortalized Family of God. The
Apostle Peter writes that our planet will then be totally purged by fire:
“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the
heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt
with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be
burned up” (2 Peter 3:10).

When Christ returns to planet Earth, He will conquer all His
enemies. He will conquer the nations and their powerful armies that
fight against Him at His coming. The Day of the Lord, including Arma-
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geddon, will bring God’s judgment on the nations. As we have seen, in
one sense the Day of the Lord is the year preceding Christ’s return. In
another sense, it continues on through the Millennium and on out to
eternity. Earth will be renewed, and so will the heavens. Then God’s
heavenly throne will come to the purified earth: “And I heard aloud
voice from heaven saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men,
and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself
will be with them and be their God™ (Revelation 21:3).

Notice that God not only gives Christians planet Earth (Matthew
5:5), He also gives us “all things”—the entire universe: “He who over-
comes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My
son” (Revelation 21:7; cf. Romans 8:32). God’s purpose is to prepare us
to govern the universe. We will be able to travel instantly to far-off gal-
axies. We will not be limited by time and space. God wants us to liberate
the creation from its decay and corruption. As Paul wrote, the “creation
itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glo-
rious liberty of the children of God” (Romans 8:21).

Your Personal Future
Our world—with its rebellious, God-defying ways—is headed for
Armageddon. Jesus Christ will judge the nations during the Day of the
Lord and Armageddon. The Great Tribulation, leading up to that time,
is atime of punishment on the descendants of Jacob—the United States
and the British-descended nations, as well as nations of northwestern
Europe and the Jewish people. “Alas! For that day is great, so that none
is like it; and it is the time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jeremiah 30:7). For a
more complete explanation of that judgment period, be sure to write
for our free booklet The United States and Great Britain in Prophecy.
Will you personally survive the dangerous times ahead? We
need to understand that God promises to protect those who turn to
Him through Jesus Christ. He will provide for His Church during the
three-and-a-half years of the Great Tribulation, the Day of the Lord,
and Armageddon. “Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to
the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male Child.
But the woman [symbolic of the Church, c.f. Ephesians 5:22-32] was
given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness
to her place, where she is nourished for a time and times and halfa
time, from the presence of the serpent” (Revelation 12:13-14).
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The Church is not raptured, but divinely protected in the wil-
derness—in “her place” on this earth—during the final conflagration
before Christ’s return. What can you do? What action must you take?
God tells us through the prophet Zephaniah, “Seek the LoRD, all
you meek of the earth, who have upheld His justice. Seek righteous-
ness, seek humility. It may be that you will be hidden in the day of
the LoRrD’s anger” (Zephaniah 2:3). Yes, God will “hide” His people
during the traumatic times ahead. But He expects us to be spiritually
awake and watchful. Jesus warns us:

But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed
down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life,
and that Day come on you unexpectedly. For it will come as
a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth.
Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted
worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and
to stand before the Son of Man (Luke 21:34-36).

You need to watch world events as they relate to Bible prophecy.
And you need to pray that you will be able to stand before Christ at His
coming. God gives us a choice: “I call heaven and earth as witnesses
today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing
and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants
may live” (Deuteronomy 30:19). You need to choose life and choose the
salvation that God offers you through Jesus Christ! You need to repent
and be baptized, as the Apostle Peter preached on the day of Pentecost
(Acts 2:38). If you have come to the place in your life where you have
made a commitment to change your lifestyle and surrender to Jesus
Christ, we urge you to counsel with one of our ministers. You may want
to read our informative booklet Christian Baptism: Its True Meaning.
Just write to one of our regional offices listed at the end of this booklet.

God has a wonderful plan of salvation for all humanity. He wants
you to be a part of His family for all eternity. Paul wrote, “For this rea-
son I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom
the whole family in heaven and earth is named” (Ephesians 3:14-15).

One of the awesome activities Christians will experience for all
eternity is fellowship in God’s loving family. It is a royal family (1
Peter 2:5,9). Jesus Christ will come back as King of kings and Lord of
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lords. Jesus Christ will “have made us kings and priests to our God;
and we shall reign on the earth” (Revelation 5:10). Yes, we will be
kings and priests, serving under our Savior, Jesus Christ!

God has an awesome destiny in store for His faithful children. We
will be active, fulfilled, and gloriously happy for all eternity. Foretelling
the coming of the Messiah and His eternal kingdom, the prophet Isaiah
wrote, “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the govern-
ment will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful,
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the in-
crease of His government and peace there will be no end” (Isaiah 9:6-7).

Do you want to be a part of the glorious future God has planned
for you? Do you look forward to the day when God the Father’s throne
of grace will come to planet Earth? Only then, finally, will there be
no more pain, suffering, and death. John writes of our inspiring ul-
timate destiny: “And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes;
there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be
no more pain, for the former things have passed away” (Revelation
21:4). This is the eternity God has planned for you. May God help you
to understand His great love and purpose for you. Now is the time
to change your way of living. Now is the time to prepare for the chal-
lenging days ahead and look to God for protection during the Great
Tribulation, the Day of the Lord, and Armageddon. May you look for-
ward to God’s coming Kingdom, your potential future in the glorious
Family of God, and beyond into eternity!
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