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“Never Again...”

srael at War and Jerusalem in Prophecy




A personal message from the Editor in Chief

Choose to Give Your Life to Others

e here at Tomorrow’s World believe

there are ultimately just two ways

of life. One way produces good re-

sults. The other brings heartache,
suffering, and death. Man was given this choice at the
very beginning, as recounted in the book of Genesis.
God placed two trees in the garden. One was the Tree
of Life, but God told Adam that he was forbidden to
eat the fruit of the other—the Tree of the Knowledge
of Good and Evil.

The first tree symbolizes the choice to trust in
God and His law. The second tree symbolizes the
choice to reject God and take upon oneself the deter-
mination of good and evil. As any student of the Bible
knows, Adam chose to trust himself, and life has gone
badly ever since, with mankind collectively choosing
to follow the same path.

God was not ambiguous when He declared to
ancient Israel that there are two opposing ways of
life. Through His servant Moses, He pointed out
clearly the results that would come from the Israel-
ites’ individual and national choices: “See, I have set
before you today life and good, death and evil, in that
I command you today to love the LORD your God, to
walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments,
His statutes, and His judgments, that you may live
and multiply; and the LORD your God will bless you
in the land which you go to possess” (Deuteronomy
30:15-16).

We cannot separate obedience or disobedience
to God from the results that will play out in our lives.
God pointed out that the outcome would not be good
if they chose to worship other gods. “But if your
heart turns away so that you do not hear, and are
drawn away, and worship other gods and serve them,
T announce to you today that you shall surely perish”
(vv. 17-18).

Most professing Christians would argue that
they do not worship other gods, but are we not as
guilty as Adam and Eve? Did they not, in effect, try
to make themselves gods? Remember the serpent’s
message to Eve: “For God knows that in the day you
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like
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God, knowing [or deciding] good and evil” (Genesis
3:5). They said by their actions, “God, we know bet-
ter than You!”

For every human being, the choice and result are
exactly as God declared to Israel: “I call heaven and
earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set
before you life and death, blessing and cursing; there-
fore choose life, that both you and your descendants
may live” (Deuteronomy 30:19). History shows the
result of the wrong choice.

The book of Judges reminds us of what happens
when every man is left to himself to decide. There
we find cruelty and barbarous

behaviors of all sorts. It is
no accident that the final
verse in Judges leaves us
with this lesson: “In those
days there was no king in
Israel; everyone did what
was right in his own eyes”
(Judges 21:25). They did
so despite God’s warning
against that very thing:
“You shall not at all do as
we are doing here today—every man doing whatever
is right in his own eyes” (Deuteronomy 12:8).

B

It Is More Blessed to Give
Another way to describe these divergent paths is with
two little words—give and get. Choosing God’s way,
the right tree, is to choose a life of outgoing concern
for others. It is the way of helping, caring, and shar-
ing—in short, the way of love.

We see the alternate path taken by Cain, who
murdered his brother Abel. The account in Genesis
4 is much abbreviated and we must look elsewhere
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to grasp the entire picture. The New Testament
tells us, “By faith Abel offered to God a more excel-
lent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained
witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his
gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks” (He-
brews 11:4).

The way of give is the way of love. As the Apostle
John tells us, “For this is the message that you heard
from the beginning, that we should love one another,
not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered
his brother. And why did he murder him? Because
his works were evil and his brother’s righteous” (1
John 3:11-12).

And notice this passage from Jude: “Woe to them!
For they have gone in the way of Cain, have run greed-
ily in the error of Balaam for profit, and perished in
the rebellion of Korah” (Jude 1:11). It did not end well
for any of those three!

After Cain murdered his brother, God asked
about Abel’s whereabouts, and Cain responded, “Am
I my brother’s keeper?” (Genesis 4:9). The rest of the
Bible answers that question: Yes, we are to be our
brother’s keeper! We are to care about the well-being
of all those around us (Philippians 2:3-9).

The way of give appears counterintuitive to our
human nature. As Christians, we may see ourselves
as being above selfishness—but are we? Do we truly
believe and demonstrate that belief by all our actions,
in the words of the Apostle Paul? “I have shown you
in every way, by laboring like this, that you must sup-
port the weak. And remember the words of the Lord
Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive’™ (Acts 20:35). Consider this instruction from
Jesus:

Then He also said to him who invited Him,
“When you give a dinner or a supper, do

not ask your friends, your brothers, your
relatives, nor rich neighbors, lest they also
invite you back, and you be repaid. But when
you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed,
the lame, the blind. And you will be blessed,
because they cannot repay you; for you shall
be repaid at the resurrection of the just”
(Luke 14:12-14).

The way of give is the way of outgoing concern,
of thinking about the needs of others. Yes, we have
our own needs, and God does not expect us to neglect
them, but most of us prioritize our personal needs
quite well. It is compassion for others that we often
find lacking. Providing for the needs of others, when
they need that care, is rarely convenient. It is easy to
think of ourselves as caring, as being selfless, but in
practice, we often come up short.

The Grand Lesson

From the beginning, God gave us a choice: choose
His way, against the advice of our carnal human
minds, or choose the way that comes most naturally
but ends in pain, suffering, and death (Proverbs
14:12; 16:25).

Another example is that of Moses. He had every-
thing a prosperous Egypt could give. He knew what it
was like to be surrounded by servants providing him
the best food, comfort, and entertainment.

Yet he saw beyond the here and now, and chose
that better way that would lead to greater riches in
the end. “By faith Moses, when he became of age,
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter,
choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people
of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin,
esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than
the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward”
(Hebrews 11:24-26).

The choice between the two trees—between give
and get, between being our brother’s keeper or not—is
a theme throughout Scripture. Yes, there is a reward
for us, but it comes from first giving of ourselves. We
must choose between two paths of life. And, every
day, we make that choice in how we obey God and
care for those around us. This is the grand lesson God
wants us to learn in this life. If we choose wisely, we
will share eternity with others who have made that
choice, born into a kingdom of peace and joy with God
our Father and Jesus Christ His Son. That is the mes-
sage of Tomorrow’s World.
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“Masada’Shall Not Fall Again”
Whatis the :so:ur'céfbf Israel’s resilience? And what does
prophecy say ab(.)ut_u Israel’s present—and its future?

By Gerald E. Weston

hen Hamas terrorists invaded the
state of Israel last October, I could
not help but reflect on how much
had remained unchanged there
since my wife and I had visited 45 years earlier. And
I thought of Masada—the fortress where, according
to the ancient historian Josephus, nearly a thousand
Jewish patriots died under Roman assault in 73 AD.

The Hamas terrorists—striking while many in Is-
rael were observing Shemini Atzeret, the annual Holy
Day known as the Last Great Day—Killed civilians,
beheaded babies and children, raped women, and
took hostages to use as bargaining chips and human
shields. They even used victims’ cellphones to send
execution videos back to contacts and families. Much
of the world was shocked by such barbarity. But,
sadly, too many around the globe ghoulishly cheered
and protested on behalf of the terrorists, just as they
had on 9/11.

Most observers today are viewing Hamas terror-
ism and Israeli response in the context of the here
and now. Yes, many wonder where all of this is lead-
ing, but do they realize there is something bigger at

work? Do they realize that Bible prophecy is being
fulfilled right before their eyes? You who are reading
this—do you understand what is happening and where
itis leading? Read on if you want to know.

The biblical prophet Zechariah wrote of events
involving Judah (the Jews) and Jerusalem nearly
2,500 years ago. These prophecies, found in the
twelfth and fourteenth chapters of his prophetic
account, are specific and easy to understand. Their
accuracy attests to the fact that God alone inspired
them, and the details leave no doubt that they are for
our time—now and the days just ahead.

Israel’s Alamo
My wife and I had the opportunity to visit Israel in
1978, and one of the sites on our tour was Masada.
This ancient fortress looms approximately 1,400 feet
above the Dead Sea on the edge of the Judean desert.
It served as a summer palace for Herod, complete
with a swimming pool and sauna. Despite its location,
an ingenious series of canals and cisterns reportedly
could store enough water from a single day’s rain to
sustain a thousand residents for more than two years.
As impressive as Masada once was, what brings
it into focus today is its first-century history. Disas-
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“MASADA SHALL NOT FALL AGAIN”

ter came upon the Jews when they revolted against
their Roman overlords in 66 AD. Four years later,
Jerusalem fell, just as Jesus had foretold (Matthew
24:1-2). The siege of Jerusalem was brutal—again,
as Jesus had foretold (Matthew 23:37-39)—and the
Jewish historian Flavius Josephus recorded some of
the detalils.

Zealots took to Masada to make a last stand—the
only way to the top of the plateau was by way of a long,
snaking trail, which could easily be defended. You can
still see this well-defined trail today, along with the
remains of eight stone-walled camps surrounding the
fortress. There was no easy way to attack the holdouts
who sat comfortably atop the plateau, but the deter-
mined Romans embarked on an ambitious building

will be a great grief to the Romans, that they
shall not be able to seize upon our bodies, and
shall fail of our wealth also; and let us spare
nothing but our provisions; for they will be

a testimony when we are dead that we were
not subdued for want of necessaries; but that,
according to our original resolution, we have
preferred death before slavery (The Wars

of the Jews, translated by William Whiston,
book 7, chapter 8, section 6).

Masada is a monument in and a symbol for Is-
rael. Modern Israeli soldiers swear “Masada shall
not fall again” and make nighttime pilgrimages to
the site as part of their initiation into the military.
American presidents have

ZEALOTS TOOK TO MASADA TO MAKE A LAST
STAND—THE ONLY WAY T0 THE TOP OF THE
PLATEAU WAS BY WAY OF A LONG, SNAKING
TRAIL, WHICH GOULD EASILY BE DEFENDED.

consistently declared their sup-
port; shortly after the Hamas
attacks, President Biden plainly
stated on October 10, “Let there
be no doubt: The United States
has Israel’s back.” President
George W. Bush had even de-
clared U.S. support in terms

project. They built a ramp of dirt and gravel up to the
top of the western side—a time-weathered structure
that remains to this day.

Outnumbered 15 to one, once the Jews real-
ized the day of doom was upon them, they chose
to kill one another (Jewish law forbidding suicide)
rather than have their wives abused, their children
enslaved, and the men defeated in battle. Josephus
records what happened from the testimony of the
very few women and children who survived. He
also records the gist of an impassioned speech with
which the leader of the enclave encouraged his
countrymen.

Let our wives die before they are abused, and
our children before they have tasted of slav-
ery; and after we have slain them, let us be-
stow that glorious benefit upon one another
mutually, and preserve ourselves in freedom,
as an excellent funeral monument for us.

But first let us destroy our money and the
fortress by fire; for I am well assured that this

invoking Masada; in a May 2008
address to Israel’s Knesset, he proclaimed, “Citizens
of Israel: Masada shall never fall again, and America
will be at your side.”

In case you miss the significance of this, our tour
guide back in 1978 made it clear—today’s Israelis will
not accept defeat as the zealots of Masada did nearly
two millennia ago. They will take their enemies with
them. Few commentators dare acknowledge that
Israel has the weapons, nuclear and otherwise, to do
just that. As Israelis today face a threat to their sur-
vival from Iran, Iran’s proxies, and other Arab and
Islamic nations, no one should doubt their drive for
survival—never shall Masada fall again.

Prophecies for Today

One of my major takeaways while visiting the Israeli
state was how small it is. A modern fighter jet can

fly from the Arab-dominated West Bank territory to
Tel Aviv in eleven seconds. How would any of us like
to have mortal enemies dwelling so near to us? And
as strong as Israel is, how can it defend itself against
such overwhelming odds? How is it that the nation of
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“MASADA SHALL NOT FALL AGAIN”

A view near the top of Masada at the national park in th&Judean desert

Israel has survived so long? God gives us the answer
in the pages of His word, the Bible.

The State of Israel has survived three major wars
(1948,1967, and 1974), two intifadas (violent upris-
ings lasting six and five years, respectively), suicide
bombers, and rocket attacks—and now, after 75 years
of existence, it is locked into its fourth and most dan-
gerous war. Each time, no matter how much damage
the Israelis sustain, those who come against them
end up bloodied and defeated. This is exactly what
the prophet Zechariah foretold. Zechariah 12 begins
by setting the record straight on who is behind this
prophecy—not a playful spook in the night or a crystal
ball, but the Creator of the heavens and earth. “Thus
says the LORD, who stretches out the heavens, lays the
foundation of the earth, and forms the spirit of man
within him” (v. 1).

We then read a prophecy that has been fulfilled
time and again over the last 75 years: “Behold, I will
make Jerusalem a cup of drunkenness to all the sur-
rounding peoples, when they lay siege against Judah
and Jerusalem. And it shall happen in that day that
I will make Jerusalem a very heavy stone for all peo-
ples; all who would heave it away will surely be cut in
pieces, though all nations of the earth are gathered
against it” (vv. 2-3).

Do we not see that the nations that today sur-
round Israel and Jerusalem are drunk with hatred?

Can we not see that the problem of Jerusalem is as a
very heavy stone for those who wish to rid themselves
of it? And do we not see that all who try to solve the
problem—“heave it away”—get cut to pieces?

Consider what else this passage tells us. The fact
that the Jews are in control of Jerusalem is not a
trivial point. God gave this prophecy 2,500 years ago.
Think about that! Would you like to make a predic-
tion about any city anywhere on earth regarding the
circumstances it would face that many years into the
future? Consider that the Romans destroyed the city
of Jerusalem in 70 AD. Then, in 135 AD, they kicked
the Jews out of their homeland. There was not a Jew-
ish state from 135 AD until 1948. This prophecy could
not have been fulfilled during any of those 1,813 years!

So, here we have it: Jews in Jerusalem, Jerusa-
lem a troublesome stone, and everyone who tries to
solve the problem (heave it away) gets bloodied (cut
to pieces). Furthermore, all nations are gathered
together against it. Year after year, at the United
Nations, there are more resolutions condemning
Israel than condemnations of all other countries
combined—in 2022, the General Assembly approved
15 against Israel and 13 against all others. Is all this
mere coincidence? How could anyone foretell, 2,500
years in advance, today’s state of affairs for that tiny
strip of territory at the eastern end of the Mediter-
ranean Sea?
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“MASADA SHALL NOT FALL AGAIN”

Zechariah goes on to describe the fate of the na-
tions that go against the Jews. “In that day I will make
the governors of Judah like a firepan in the woodpile,
and like a fiery torch in the sheaves; they shall devour
all the surrounding peoples on the right hand and on
the left, but Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her
own place—Jerusalem” (12:6).

That certainly sounds like our present day, but
how can we know that these prophecies were not ful-
filled long ago? How can we know that they are for our
time and the near future? As pointed out above, we
know that the Jews did not control Jerusalem from
135 AD until 1948, and they did not control all of Jeru-
salem until the Six Day War in June 1967.

And there is more. The prophecies of Zechariah
12 are ongoing and lead up to the final battle for Jeru-
salem. The verses we have read foretell what has been
happening throughout Israel’s history from 1948
onward, but the latter part of the chapter speaks of a
very specific time—a time when the Messiah will di-
rectly intervene, and in such a way that the Jews will
understand that Jesus Christ truly is the Son of God.

In that day the LoRD will defend the inhab-
itants of Jerusalem; the one who is feeble
among them in that day shall be like David,
and the house of David shall be like God, like
the Angel of the LORD before them. It shall be
in that day that I will seek to destroy all the
nations that come against Jerusalem. And I
will pour on the house of David and on the in-
habitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and
supplication; then they will look on Me whom
they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as
one mourns for his only son, and grieve for
Him as one grieves for a firstborn (12:8-10).

This is a prophecy of Christ intervening for Judah
and Jerusalem, but it includes a prophecy foretelling
His first coming—“then they will look on Me whom
they pierced”—indicating the manner of His death on
our behalf.

The Day of the Lord

Chapter 14 of Zechariah partly overlaps chapter 12,
but focuses entirely on the crisis at the end time—at
Christ’s return. The first verse gives us the time set-

ting as “the day of the LORD.” This is a time described
in more than 30 prophecies, and it refers to the time
of the end. Here we see once again irrational hatred
for the Jews and their enemies lined up against them.
“For I will gather all the nations to battle against Je-
rusalem; the city shall be taken, the houses rifled, and
the women ravished. Half of the city shall go into cap-
tivity, but the remnant of the people shall not be cut
off from the city” (14:2).

Just as happened on October 7, 2023, but on a far
greater scale, women will be raped and houses will be
ransacked—and, this time, half of Jerusalem will be
taken hostage. But this will involve more than justa
few terrorist groups. “All the nations” will make a last
attempt to heave the heavy stone away. Revelation
11:2 informs us that when Jerusalem is overthrown, it
will be trampled underfoot for three-and-a-half years.

By comparing the time setting of Zechariah to
the events described in Revelation, it is evident that
these verses foretell the time when Christ will return
and stop the madness. “Then the LorD will go forth
and fight against those nations, as He fights in the day
of battle” (Zechariah 14:3). The events described in
verse 4 preclude this being a past occurrence. It is yet
in our future: “And in that day His feet will stand on
the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the
east. And the Mount of Olives shall be split in two,
from east to west, making a very large valley; half of
the mountain shall move toward the north and half of
it toward the south.”

Yes, Christ will intervene and put an end to this
senseless carnage against the Jews. He will also put
an end to war and destruction all over the world. “And
the LorbD shall be King over all the earth” (v. 9). No
longer will false religion of any stripe—Islam, Bud-
dhism, Taoism, and, yes, paganized “Christianity”—
stand the test. Many prophecies describe this time
following Christ’s second coming, when Jerusalem
will be called “the City of Truth” (Zechariah 8:3).

But, sadly, that day is not yet. How this current
war will play out remains to be seen. We know it is not
the final battle that will bring about Christ’s second
coming, as other prophesied events must happen first,
according to Scripture. However, there is another
prophecy regarding Judah—the Jewish state called
Israel—and it has ominous implications. Neither the

“MASADA SHALL NOT FALL AGAIN” CONTINUES ON PAGE 15

8 Tomorrow’s World | January-February 2024

TomorrowsWorld.org



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

How should we keep the Sabbath holy?

Question: I've just learned that the weekly Sabbath
starts at sunset on Friday and ends at sunset on Satur-
day, according to the Bible. What steps should I take
to “keep it holy,” as commanded in Exodus 20:8?

Answer: Far from being a time of restrictions, the
Sabbath is about freedom from the relentless grind of
daily life, giving us a chance to refocus on what truly
matters. It’s a day that God designed to replenish us.
Jesus Himself clarified, “The Sabbath was made for
man, and not man for the Sabbath. Therefore the Son
of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27-28).

So, why do we observe the Sabbath? It’s a funda-
mental practice rooted in the Ten Commandments
and a divine directive Christ embraced and passed
on to His disciples (Matthew 19:17). Scripture guides
us explicitly: “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it
holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but
the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God”
(Exodus 20:8-11). Here, we find a clear blueprint for
six days of work and a day of rest, a rhythm of life insti-
tuted by God Himself at creation (Genesis 2:1-3).

When the Sabbath arrives, we step back from
our labors and the consumption of entertainment,
whether it be sports, TV shows, or online distrac-
tions—things that divert our attention from the im-
portant to the mundane. Instead, the Sabbath is a day
dedicated to deepening our understanding of God and
expressing our reverence through worship.

The Bible also commands us to fellowship with
true Christian believers on the Sabbath, generally
meeting with them in person if we are physically able
and live within a manageable traveling distance. “And
let us consider one another in order to stir up love and
good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together... but exhorting one another, and so much
the more as you see the Day approaching” (Hebrews
10:24-25). Christians are to inspire and encourage
one another as we anticipate Christ’s return.

Furthermore, Jesus explained that “it is lawful
to do good on the Sabbath” (Matthew 12:12). A per-
son who helps someone with an urgent need on the
Sabbath is not violating it; Christ healed the sick
on the Sabbath, for which the Pharisees plotted to

destroy Him (vv. 13-14). However, Christians must
examine themselves to be sure they aren’t misusing
Christ’s command; it is right for a Christian to pro-
vide a needed service on the Sabbath, but it is not
right to earn money on the Sabbath with the excuse
of “helping” people.

A Divine Gift

Observing the Sabbath isn’t just about adherence

to arule; it’s also about experiencing the profound
blessings the Holy Day offers. Isaiah poetically under-
scores the joy and spiritual nourishment that come
from honoring the Sabbath: “If you turn away your
foot from the Sabbath... then you shall delight your-
self in the LORD; and I will cause you to ride on the
high hills of the earth, and feed you with the heritage
of Jacob your father” (Isaiah 58:13-14). It’s a promise
that those who honor this day will know the delight
found in a close relationship with God.

Each weekly Sabbath serves as a time of joy—of
physical and spiritual refreshment. “When I remem-
ber these things, I pour out my soul within me. For I
used to go with the multitude; I went with them to the
house of God, with the voice of joy and praise” (Psalm
42:4). This psalmist’s reflection captures the essence
of the Sabbath experience—a stirring journey toward a
deeper relationship with God, filled with joy and praise.

The Sabbath is a divine gift, a weekly respite to
recalibrate our lives and align them with God. It’s a
day each week when we pause, reflect, worship, and
are spiritually rejuvenated. Embedded in God’s word
and practiced by Jesus Christ, it gives us a blueprint
for living that balances work with restorative rest,
engagement with reflection, and individual practice
with communal worship.

To learn more about the significance of the
seventh-day Sabbath, request free copies of Which
Day Is the Christian Sabbath? and The Holy Days:
God’s Master Plan. And if you are interested in
finding a nearby congregation of the Living Church
of God—sponsor of this magazine—or in speaking
with alocal representative, contact our Regional
Office closest to you (listed on page 4) or visit
TomorrowsWorld.org.
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Is the world ceasing to make sense? For
many Canadians, the answer is yes. Take, for
example, the subject of an article in The West-
ern Standard ("50-year-old biological male
competes against 13-year-old girls in Markham
swim meet,” WesternStandard.news, October 25,
2023). The article reports that at a regional swim meet
in Markham, Ontario, records show that a 50-year-old
man who claims to be a “trans woman" was allowed to
swim against young girls aged 13 to 14 years old. Appar-
ently, the mainstream news media considered this “nor-
mal” enough to be unnewsworthy. It appears that many
parents were outraged—yet, even after the article was
published, no action was taken to prevent such miscon-
duct from being repeated.

Everyone reading this article knows that, only
a short time ago, such a thing would not have been
allowed—and, if it had occurred, the consequences
would have been very serious. What has happened to
society’s values when what was once considered rep-
rehensible is now deemed normal? Our predecessor in
this Work, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong, liked to point out
that there is a cause for every effect. What, then, is the
cause for the effect we've just described?

War Against the Bible

Perhaps another recent event in Canada can shed some
light on this question. Last October, the National Post
reported that Canadian military chaplains had received
a chilling directive.

New directives for military chaplains that tell
them to be “respectful of ... spiritual diversity”

during public addresses, to employ “Gender
Based Analysis” and [to] replace religious
symbols like crosses and stars of David with a
generic chaplain's crest could spell the death
of the role in Canada’s Armed Forces, says one
long-serving veteran of the chaplaincy.

“It's a further trek down the road of trying
to eliminate religion altogether in the military,”
said Father Timothy Nelligan (“Directives to
military chaplains urge expunging God, reli-
gion from Remembrance Day, public ceremo-
nies,” NationalPost.com, October 27, 2023).

The directive went on to relate that any reli-
gious language or mention of God should be left
out of public ceremonies at national Remembrance
Day events, held annually on November 11 to com-
memorate Canada'’s war dead and those of all the
forces of the British Empire and Commonwealth.
The chaplains are to be “sensitive and inclusive,”
fundamentally meaning that a Roman Catholic
chaplain could not give an exclusively Catholic
prayer, nor could a Protestant chaplain give a Prot-
estant one, nor a rabbi give a Jewish one. In other
words, clergy serving the military must expunge
religious beliefs and language at any public event.

In fact, a supporting report from the defence
minister's paper on racism and discrimination “rec-
ommended Canada cease hiring chaplains from
faiths with more traditional beliefs.” The National
Post reporter even noted the following: “Religion,
the report states, should be considered a ‘'source
of suffering and generational trauma’ for some Ca-
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nadians.... Many Canadian military chaplains, the
report states, ‘'represent or are affiliated with orga-
nized religions whose beliefs are not synonymous
with those of a diverse and inclusive workplace.”

In other words, while not banned from prayer, the
chaplains must use wording with which all can agree,
regardless of their choice of lifestyle or even their re-
jection of the concept of God. It seems government
administration has determined that the content of “re-
ligion" will be some kind of generic spirituality, and not
the beliefs and doctrines of a given faith, especially not
a faith derived from the Christian Bible.

In an article in the British publication The Conserva-
tive Woman, a retired Presbyterian minister describes
the disturbing and willful assault being waged against
biblical values in Canada:

Authoritarian states and organisations have
always seen Christianity as an obstacle to
their aims of a society.... Thus totalitarian
states have sought to reduce the influence of
Christianity on society, or even stamp it out
altogether. In this respect the West's woke and
progressive movements of today follow other
revolutionary movements of both Left and
Right which, since the French Revolution, have
attempted to destroy Christianity as they tried
to remake the world (“Canada’s war on Chris-
tian rights,” May 24, 2022).

Specifically referring to the present Canadian
government’s actions, the author writes that human
rights have been gradually diminishing, and that this
correlates with the passing of laws that reject biblical
beliefs about the nature of humanity and the structure
of our society. He cites several examples demonstrat-
ing the degree of hostility to biblical values on the part
of administration officials and a judiciary that leans to a
“progressive” position in opposition to the body of eth-
ics that the Bible has inspired for millennia. In 2017, a
couple who were Presbyterian faced legal challenges in
their quest to become foster parents for two girls. Their
application was initially rejected because they admitted
to the social worker that they wouldn't tell the children
that the Easter Bunny actually existed.

In another instance in 2018, Trinity Western, an
evangelical university in British Columbia, was unsuc-

cessful in its legal battle at the Supreme Court of Canada.
The university's intention to start a law school was met
with resistance as three bar associations in Canada de-
clined to recognize its graduates. This was due to the
university's policy, which required students to adhere

to a “Community Covenant” that upholds the Christian
scriptural understanding of human sexuality. Although
the Supreme Court recognized that this decision infringed
on religious freedoms, it claimed that the ruling was a
balanced and reasonable approach to ensure that LGBTQ
students, who might be reluctant to agree to the cove-
nant, could access the university's programs.

Perhaps one of the most telling comments was
made by Federal Minister of Justice David Lametti, dis-
cussing legislation that would criminalize counselling
individuals wishing to reject an LGBT lifestyle. Advocat-
ing the prohibition of conversion therapy, Lametti stated,
“Conversion therapy is premised on a lie, that being ho-
mosexual, lesbian, bisexual or trans is wrong and in need
of fixing. Not only is that false, it sends a demeaning and
a degrading message that undermines the dignity of
individuals.” According to Lametti's stance, everything
that the Bible reveals about the purpose of gender and
the healthy expression of sexuality is to be rejected as an
offensive falsehood.

Drifting Toward Destruction

What, then, is the cause for society to seemingly
believe that it is normal for a 50-year-old man to be
treated as a 13-year-old girl at a swim meet?

The Bible gives a detailed account of what happens
to a society when its absolutes are rejected. The book of
Judges describes the nation of Israel living in a chaotic,
impoverished, and oppressed condition. The reason is
clear: “In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone
did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25).

Such is the case in Canada today, where authorities
increasingly abhor and reject God-given absolutes that
define right and wrong. Hence, the nation is drifting aim-
lessly into an amorality that is leading to chaos, lawless-
ness, impoverishment, and eventual destruction.

The prophet Isaiah proclaimed, “Woe to those who
call evil good, and good evil” (Isaiah 5:20). Tomorrow's
World will continue to proclaim God's word even as
Western society embraces illogic as logic and foolish-
ness as wisdom.

—Stuart Wachowicz
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Monsters
Descencled onlsrael™

By Wallace G. Smith

e must speak plainly and refuse to

allow time and political agendas to

alter our memories. On October 7,

2023, monsters descended on the
nation of Israel.

As word spread that day, many Israelis rushed to
their cellphones or television screens to see images
of terrorists crossing the nation’s borders by land and
sea—even by air in small, improvised aircraft. They
descended upon a music festival packed with dancing
youth. They encroached on neighborhoods. They
entered homes. And their mission was clear: to Kkill,
to maim, to degrade, to rape, to torture, and to kidnap.

That is, to terrorize.

As of this writing, reports indicate that Hamas
terrorists have killed around 1,200 in Israel and in-
jured more than 5,000, and kidnapped more than 240.
We might have hoped that Western media outlets pre-
viously reluctant to call Hamas a terrorist organiza-
tion would quickly realize their error as they watched
footage of Hamas “soldiers” parading about town the
desecrated and spat-upon corpses of raped and mur-
dered young women. Sadly, the foot dragging contin-
ued, and morally bankrupt ideologies continued to
hold sway among many “influencers” and shapers of
public opinion.

Some in the West see Hamas’ actions as justi-
fied acts of aggression against “colonizers.” To these
sad souls, the brutal rape of women, the systematic

terrorizing and butchering of innocent families and
children, and the celebratory desecration of the bod-
ies of the murdered become acceptable forms of vio-
lence when the motive is said to be “decolonization.”
Western civilization has sunk to a level at which a
self-proclaimed “feminist” organization like Code-
Pink can publicly and unabashedly support the rape
of defenseless women, the display of women’s corpses
as trophies, and the kidnapping of terrified women by
men who intend them untold harm. As such ideolog-
ical rot continues to grow, the words “Western” and
“civilization” are becoming unrelated.

No Moral Equivalence
No political affiliation—or political concern of
any stripe—is needed to see that the actions of
October 7, 2023, are evil and an abominable stain
on humanity. Yes, international relationships are
complicated, especially in a region as turbulent as
the Middle East. And no one says that the state of
Israel is beyond reproach in its modern history. But
none of this can change the plain nature of the in-
excusable atrocity inflicted upon the Israeli people.
Anyone who would claim that Hamas’ latest actions
are part of some acceptable “tit for tat” trade of
offenses—as if there is some moral equivalence be-
tween Hamas’ atrocities and the actions of the state
of Israel—is deluded and has been captured by a
morally corrupt view of our world.

Hamas, and organizations like it, are happy to use
their own children’s schools and their own people’s
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hospitals as cover for launching their assaults, trust-
ing Israel’s reluctance to strike back and kill inno-
cents. Before this conflict, many mainstream media
organizations recognized this and published about it.
Regardless, who will pretend that, if the situation were
reversed, a Hamas terrorist would not be all the more
eager to strike at Israel in a way that killed as many
innocent citizens as possible? For anyone fantasizing
otherwise, these latest Hamas attacks should shatter
such delusions. The murder, maiming, and torturing
of the innocent was the objective of Hamas’ attack.
And there is no moral equivalence between one side
that routinely uses human shields and another that

is deterred by the presence of human shields.

Similarly, there is no moral equivalence between
one side that often gives warnings to locations about
to be bombed so that the innocent may flee—even
when that warning risks reducing the effectiveness of a
strike—and another side that attacks without warning,
to ensure that as many innocent victims as possible
will be raped, terrorized, and slaughtered. And there is
no moral equivalence between one side that seeks to
minimize collateral damage among non-combatants,
and another side that broadcasts its abuse of their en-
emy’s children, boastfully displays the naked and des-
ecrated bodies of their enemy’s daughters and wives,
and circulates videos of their humiliation and terroriz-
ing of their enemy’s grandmothers.

International relations and politics are compli-
cated. And warfare between nations always involves
moral compromises, both sanctioned and unsanc-
tioned. Rarely in any conflict does either side emerge
with clean hands. But there is nothing complicated
about the actions that took place on October 7, 2023.
There is no moral equivalence here. Those who
believe, in any way whatsoever, that the actions of
Hamas on that day were justified have adopted the
morality of monsters and must repent. God judges us
not only for what we do, but also for what we approve
(Romans 1:32).

The Only Way to Peace

So, we may wonder: In this deadly Middle East land-

scape—with its deep-seated hatreds rooted in an an-

imus that goes far deeper than disputes over borders
and resources and political intrigues—how and when
will peace finally come?

Some interpret this latest conflict as a sign
that there may never be peace, at least not a truly
sustainable peace, in the Middle East. And they
are not far from the truth. Human efforts alone
will not solve the problems of this troubled region.
Yet a day is soon coming when more than human
effort will come into play. As Richard Ames writes
in The Middle East in Prophecy, “We need to remem-
ber that true peace can only

Some interpret come about in the live,.s of men
this latest and women when their hu-

i man nature gives way to God’s
conflictasa Spirit. In the Millennium and
sign that there beyond, the vast majority of

le will accept God’s gift

may never peop P

ay neve be of His Spirit. Then they shall
peace, at least learn how to find the way to
not a truly peace” (p. 43).
sustainable The Prince of Peace is
peace inthe coming, and He will come

o with “healing in His wings”
Middle East. (Malachi 4:2). Sadly, there will
And they are be more bloodshed in the days
not far from the and years ahea‘ld. Israel—as
truth. Human well as the United States and

- Great Britain—face a future
efforts alone tribulation that will cause all

will not solve the the sufferings of the past to
prob|ems pale in comparison (Matthew

24:21; Jeremiah 30:7). Unless
true repentance and a fundamental return to God the
Father and His Son take place, the coming of that suf-
fering is assured.

But there is good news. Those whose cruelty has
known no bounds in this life will face justice at the
hands of the One who holds out no mercy to those
who have shown no mercy (James 2:13). The mon-
sters of October 7 should shudder at the knowledge
that such a day is coming, and that the God of the fa-
therless and the widow declares that He hears their
cries—and that He will repay (Exodus 22:22-24).
And a time of healing and peace such as the world
has never known is coming with the return of Jesus
Christ. Let us pour our hearts into our prayers that
His Kingdom comes soon, and, until today’s world
becomes tomorrow’s, let us all pray “for the peace of
Jerusalem” (Psalm 122:6).
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REMEMBERING JESUS’ GOLDEN RULE

We need it more than ever.

ast summer, I had the privilege of serving

on the softball staff at a Living Church of

God teen camp. A major theme we teach at

our youth camps is the importance of doing
all things decently, in order, without confusion, and in
peace (1 Corinthians 14:33, 40). We also teach many
other values from the Bible, and one of the biblical
principles that came up a few times this year—not just
in softball, but also in basketball and other classes—
was the principle often called the “Golden Rule.”

The Golden Rule comes from Jesus’ words in
the Sermon on the Mount: “Therefore, whatever you
want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the
Law and the Prophets” (Mat-

The Golden Rule thew 7:12; cf. Luke 6:31). What

is not some a p.ote?nfially ;vorld(;changiilgl
.y . principle, and one desperately
?bstract C|IC|'!E; needed now more than ever! As
itwas found in  usual, Jesus said it best.
a practical set Of particular note is how
of statutes that Jesus summarlze'd mu?h of' th.e
0Old Testament with this princi-
God gave to ple, and He was not alone. The
ancient Israel, Apostle Paul made a similar
teaChing the point: “For all the law is ful-
Israclites the filled in one word, ever} in this:
i oL You shall love your neighbor
vital prlnuple as yourself”” (Galatians 5:14).
of activel Many who aren’t familiar with
y
helping those thelr Blbles fall to realize that
d Paul, like Jesus, was quoting a
arouna you. crucial Old Testament teach-

ing, found in Leviticus 19:18.

The Golden Rule makes me think of my late grand-
mother, from whom I received a small, antique-type
piece of wall décor with the title, “The Golden Rule,” and
then, beneath it, “Do unto others as you would have them
do unto you.” This is in my home as a cherished reminder
both of Jesus’ teaching and my grandmother, a sweet,
generous lady (also “full of pep and vinegar,” as she would
say) who never met a stranger—an excellent example of
striving to live faithfully by Jesus’ Golden Rule.

Christians must strive to keep the Golden Rule
centered in our thinking, as it can become far too easy

to let it become a mere platitude. To avoid this pitfall
requires thoughtful effort on our part.

Always Relevant

The principle of the Golden Rule is far more than a
platitude: it is, in fact, extremely practical and appli-
cable in almost all of our interactions and relation-
ships, as we are reminded by several scriptures in the
Old Testament. One lengthy example is worth our
careful attention:

You shall not see your brother’s ox or his
sheep going astray, and hide yourself from
them; you shall certainly bring them back

to your brother. And if your brother is not
near you, or if you do not know him, then
you shall bring it to your own house, and

it shall remain with you until your brother
seeks it; then you shall restore it to him. You
shall do the same with his donkey, and so
shall you do with his garment; with any lost
thing of your brother’s, which he has lost
and you have found, you shall do likewise;
you must not hide yourself. You shall not
see your brother’s donkey or his ox fall down
along the road, and hide yourself from them;
you shall surely help him lift them up again
(Deuteronomy 22:1-4).

This reminds us that the Golden Rule was not
an abstract cliché; it was found in a practical set of
statutes that God gave to ancient Israel, teaching the
Israelites the vital principle of actively helping those
around you—just as Jesus Christ would teach the
Golden Rule many centuries later.

Helping to teach the Golden Rule, along with
other biblical values, to teens at summer camp was a
joy in so many ways, and by teaching it I also gained
benefit from the reminder of one of the simplest and
most powerful of Jesus Christ’s teachings. With so
much complex turmoil between peoples and nations
today, our world could use much more of Jesus’ sim-
plest instructions—especially His Golden Rule.

—Josh Lyons
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“MASADA SHALL NOT FALL AGAIN” CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

British-descended peoples (Ephraim) nor their al-
lies, America (Manasseh) and Judah (the Jews), have
obeyed their Creator. Though God’s word, proclaimed
by this work, has warned them, they refuse to repent
and instead choose to live by human precepts (Hosea
5:9-12). And the end result? “When Ephraim saw his
sickness, and Judah saw his wound, then Ephraim
went to Assyria and sent to King Jareb; yet he cannot
cure you, nor heal you of your wound” (v. 13).

There was a former fulfillment of Hosea’s
prophecy—and, as is so often the case, there will be
a latter-day fulfillment. At some point in the not-
too-distant future, and it could happen during this
war, Judah will receive a disastrous blow—a wound
worse than anything seen so far. What exactly that
will be remains to be seen, but even after Christ
returns, the Jews will still retain a capable fighting
force (Zechariah 14:14).

A thousand years before Zechariah, Moses re-
corded a prophecy that the enemies of Judah would
do well to heed. At the end of his life, Jacob, whose
name had been changed to Israel, brought his twelve
sons together and told them what would happen to
them at the end of the age. “Gather together,” he said,
“that I may tell you what shall befall you in the last
days: Gather together and hear, you sons of Jacob, and
listen to Israel your father” (Genesis 49:1-2).

Judah was one of Jacob’s twelve sons. We know of
Judah’s descendants as the Jews. Not only are we told
that the scepter—or the ruler—would come from him
(v.10), but also we are told that Judah would be like
aferocious lion against his enemies. “Judah, you are
he whom your brothers shall praise; your hand shall
be on the neck of your enemies; your father’s children
shall bow down before you. Judah is a lion’s whelp;
from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He bows
down, he lies down as a lion; and as a lion, who shall
rouse him?” (49:8-9). Is that not what we have seen
over the last 75 years? Iran, who is clearly behind
Hamas, has awakened a sleeping lion.

But, as we have also seen in these prophecies
about Judah and Jerusalem, it will be a difficult time
going forward, and God will eventually allow Jeru-
salem to be overrun. Only then will the Messiah re-

turn to save Judah and all the world from mankind’s
self-inflicted troubles. After Christ returns, people all
over the earth will come to understand who the God
of Israel is—and that His way is the only way to peace,
prosperity, and harmony.

Now it shall come to pass in the latter days
that the mountain of the LORD’s house shall
be established on the top of the mountains,
and shall be exalted above the hills; and all
nations shall flow to it. Many people shall
come and say, “Come, and let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the
God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and
we shall walk in His paths.” For out of Zion
shall go forth the law, and the word of the
LoRrbD from Jerusalem. He shall judge be-
tween the nations, and rebuke many people;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks; nation
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war anymore (Isaiah 2:2-4).

We often quote these words of God from the
prophet Isaiah: “Remember the former things of old,
for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and
there is none like Me, declaring the end from the be-
ginning, and from ancient times things that are not
yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will do
all My pleasure’” (Isaiah 46:9-10).

As of this writing, it remains to be seen what is
next for this conflict between Israel and its enemies.
Will things eventually settle down for a while before
the next major attacks? Will other nations take up
arms against Israel? Will Israel use this time to de-
stroy Iran’s nuclear development facilities so that
nation will not “get the bomb”? This we do not know.
But we know from Scripture the eventual outcome.

One thing is for sure: At the end of this present
age, when the Jews are facing an unprecedented
barrage of enemy armies set on their destruction,
Masada will not happen again—not because of Judah’s
most fervent efforts, but because “the one whom they
pierced” will step in to do His will. -

&
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The True Gause of Trouhle
Inthe Middle East!

By Mario Hernandez

t seems that no one—no politician, no diplo-

mat, no scholar—really understands the root

of the problems in the Middle East! Why is

there such persistent violence? Why is there
so much hatred between Palestinians and Jews?

It is only with the light of God’s word that we can
understand! You don’t find a true and full explanation
of what’s going on in the Middle East anywhere else.
We can only understand it from the pages of the Bible.

A Mysterious Reference

Perhaps accidentally, Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu gave a hint of the truth behind the
conflict in a November 2023 letter he wrote to his na-
tion’s defense forces after the atrocities of October 7.
“The current fight against the murderers of Hamas,”
he wrote, “is another chapter in the generations-long
story of our national resilience. ‘Remember what
Amalek did to you.””

By quoting from Deuteronomy 25:17— “Remem-
ber what Amalek did to you”—Netanyahu stirred a
firestorm of controversy. Some saw it as a call to geno-
cide, while others claimed he was seeking to bolster
support from religious conservatives to retain enough
votes to stay in power. (See Mr. Peter Nathan’s article,
“Jerusalem: The Way Forward” in the November-De-
cember 2023 issue.)

Few, however—perhaps not even the Prime Min-
ister himself—truly understand the profound con-
nection between that quote and the real cause of the
current troubles in the Middle East!

Many tend to see all conflict in the Middle East
as a conflict between Isaac and Ishmael, who were
Abraham’s firstborn sons by Sarah and Hagar. But
for all the animosity between the descendants of
these brothers, the Bible does not emphasize it

greatly. Yes, as Psalm 83 reveals, Ishmaelites are
conspirators against Israel in the end-time, as To-
morrow’s World has mentioned many times in its
pages. But the current conflict is not primarily be-
tween these two brothers!

‘We must look deeper into God’s word for the
truth, my friends. We can begin with Netanyahu’s
statement by asking, Who is Amalek?

Who Is Amalek?

We begin our understanding by reading of Amalek in
Exodus 17. Israel had just crossed the Red Sea, and then
“Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim” (v.
8). This attack sticks out in the biblical record as sin-
gularly offensive to God. So angered was the Eternal by
the actions of the Amalekites that He makes plain in

no uncertain terms that “the LoRD will have war with
Amalek from generation to generation” (v. 16).

In fact, most translations of Exodus 17:16 fail to
reveal the depth of God’s offense. Renowned Bible
scholar Adam Clarke, noting this, gives another pos-
sible translation for this verse: “Because the hand of
Amalek is against the throne of God, therefore will T
have war with Amalek from generation to generation.”

God says that Amalek’s hand was raised against
His own throne!

Why was this attack so serious in God’s eyes?
Many peoples other than the Amalekites attacked Is-
rael, even during the conquest of the Holy Land. Why
did God take Amalek’s actions so seriously?

Let’s read more details in Deuteronomy 25: “Re-
member what Amalek did to you on the way as you
were coming out of Egypt, how he met you on the way
and attacked your rear ranks, all the stragglers at your
rear, when you were tired and weary; and he did not
fear God” (vv.17-18).

Keep this in mind: This is describing a terrorist
attack. What are the three characteristics of terrorist
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attacks? They attack from behind, they attack de-
fenseless civilian populations, and they do not face
the army.

That’s exactly what we saw on October 7. Hamas
attacked from behind, they did not face the army, and
they attacked a defenseless civilian population. They
attacked the weak and the helpless, only to turn and
hide behind their own women and children in Gaza
tunnels. That is how Hamas operates!

Inits terrorist attack against ancient Israel, the
Amalekites offended God greatly—which parallels the
terrorism of Hamas!

So, we can see why Netanyahu’s letter would call
to mind the terrorism of Amalek. But the real connec-
tion between Amalek and today’s troubles goes much
deeper!

A Birthright Despised

In Genesis 36, we read that Amalek was the grandson
of the ancient patriarch Esau, born to Esau’s firstborn
son Eliphaz (vv. 9-12). Why is this important?

Esau was the twin brother of Jacob, who would
eventually father the twelve tribes of Israel—includ-
ing the Jews of Judah—and inherit the land promised
to Abraham and Isaac. Even within their mother’s
womb, Esau and Jacob were fighting each other (Gen-
esis 25:21-23)! God indicated even before their birth
that these twins would be the progenitors of two peo-
ples who would struggle against each other through-
out the centuries, as we shall see.

As the firstborn of the two (Genesis 25:25), Esau
originally held the birthright—including the right
to possess the Holy Land that God had promised to
Abraham and Isaac. That land would have been Esau’s
and would have been passed down to his descen-
dants—including Amalek.

So, how did Jacob and the people of Israel come
to inherit the land instead of Esau and his descen-
dants?

One day as he returned home from hunting,
Esau found his brother Jacob preparing a red stew
of lentils. Weary and hungry, Esau asked for a share
of the stew, which Jacob agreed to give him—but
only if Esau swore to give him the birthright (Gen-
esis 25:29-33). And, rashly, Esau did: “So he swore
to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. And Jacob
gave Esau bread and stew of lentils; then he ate and

drank, arose, and went his way. Thus Esau despised
his birthright” (vv. 33-34).

When Esau gave up his birthright, he relin-
quished the right to inherit the Holy Land, which
would now pass to Jacob’s descendants instead. In
letting go of that birthright—despising it, the Bible
says—Esau revealed a serious character flaw. He
let his primal, base instincts prevail in his deci-
sion-making (Hebrews 12:16).

And the effects of his decision were forever, as
Psalm 105 declares: “He is the LORD our God; His
judgments are in all the earth. He remembers His
covenant forever, the word which He commanded, for
athousand generations, the covenant which He made
with Abraham, and His oath to Isaac, and confirmed it
to Jacob for a statute, to Israel as an everlasting cove-
nant, saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan as
the allotment of your inheritance™ (vv. 7-11).

So, the birthright, including the Holy Land, was
given to the sons of Jacob, forever. God changed Ja-
cob’s name to “Israel,” which means “Overcomer with
God” (Genesis 32:28), while Esau’s name came to be
called “Edom,” which means “red” in Hebrew, be-
cause he traded away his birthright for a bowl of red
stew (Genesis 25:30; 36:8).

Esau went on to marry women from among the
Hittites, Canaanites, and Ishmaelites, and to establish
a people who would be known as Edomites, dwelling
initially in the region that came to be called Edom or
Idumea, south of the Promised Land.

The Edomites’ “Perpetual Hatred”

And while Esau and Jacob reconciled later in their lives
(Genesis 33), the Bible reports a perpetual hatred and
resentment that persisted between their descendants,
as the Edomites constantly craved the inherited land
their ancestor gave away for a bowl of lentils.

When Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon conquered
Judah and destroyed the Temple, the Edomites to
the south stood with the Babylonians. Psalm 137:7
reports that the Edomites cheered the destruction of
Jerusalem, saying “Raze it, raze it, to its very founda-
tion!” And Obadiah records God’s condemnation of
Edom “[f]or violence against your brother Jacob” (v.
10), noting that the Edomites joined the Babylonians
in Jerusalem’s destruction, even killing the fugitives
who had escaped (vv. 11-14).
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The prophet Ezekiel writes of the Edomites’ en-
vious craving for the land: “Because you have said,
“These two nations [the land that had been occupied
by northern and southern tribes of Israel] and these
two countries shall be mine, and we will possess
them,” although the LORD was there, therefore, as I
live,” says the Lord Gob, ‘I will do according to your
anger and according to the envy which you showed
in your hatred against them; and I will make Myself
known among them when I judge you™ (Ezekiel
35:10-11).

God’s word is clear: Even after millennia, Esau’s
descendants still long to “possess” the land and say to

that continues to claim the lost inheritance as its own
and against whom God has declared war “from gener-
ation to generation”!

Who Are the Palestinians?
Now, let us return to the modern day, my friends, and
ask, Who are the Palestinians?

Surely, we can see similarities between today’s
Palestinians and the Edomites of the Bible, at least
in attitude. The cries of “From the river to the sea!”
mirror the sentiment of Esau and Edom, jealous to
possess aland given by God not to them but to the
descendants of Israel. And the heinous and cowardly
terroristic attack of October 7

WHEN ESAU GAVE UP HIS BIRTHRIGHT, HE
RELINQUISHED THE RIGHT TO INHERIT THE
HOLY LAND, WHIGH WOULD NOW PASS T0 THE

clearly mirrors the ancient ter-
rorism of Amalek. If we use the
principle Jesus taught and seek
to “know them by their fruits”
(Matthew 7:20), the identity

of the Palestinians in the Bible

DESGENDANTS OF JAGOB, INSTEAD. DESPISINGIT, ™ pocsie et oy

ESAU REVEALED A SERIOUS CHARAGTER FLAW.

Palestinians are, in fact, of the
descendants of Esau? Are they

themselves that it “shall be mine,” leading them to act
in “envy,” “anger,” and “hatred.”

And God inspired Amos to record, “For three
transgressions of Edom, and for four, I will not turn
away its punishment, because he pursued his brother
[Jacob, Israel] with the sword, and cast off all pity; his
anger tore perpetually, and he kept his wrath forever”
(Amos 1:11). Again, we see that the anger of Esau’s
descendants over the lost inheritance is a perpetual
anger, and that Edom “kept his wrath forever.”

That wrathful attitude against Israel—and that
centuries-long craving for the lost inheritance that
characterizes the Edomites—can be seen in the
terroristic attack of the Amalekites. And in their vi-
olent desire to take possession for themselves of the
promised land that their ancestor sold for a bowl of
soup, they are, in reality, fighting against what God
has determined. And, as Exodus 17 said, in doing so
they raise their hand against the throne of Almighty
God, Himself!

So, who is Amalek? Amalek is a particularly vi-
olent branch of the Edomites, descendants of Esau,

modern Edomites?

Don’t be confused by the words “Palestinian” or
“Palestine.” Early in the second century AD, with the
crushing of the Second Jewish Revolt, Rome sought
to erase the name of Israel from the land (cf. Psalm
83:4). The land was renamed “Palestine” after the an-
cient Philistines, who had occupied the small area on
the southern Mediterranean coast. That name does
not reflect the identity of the land of Israel, nor of the
people there today!

The Roman historian Dio Cassius, writing in the
early part of the third century AD, wrote in his ac-
count of the Second Jewish Revolt that the Romans
razed 985 of the Jews’ cities to the ground and that
“nearly the whole of Judaea was made desolate” (Ro-
man History, 69.14, translated by E. Cary). For the
almost 19 centuries that followed, the Jews were not a
majority in their own land. So, what happened during
this time?

As was the case when Babylon devastated Judah,
the Edomites to the south saw opportunity! Little by
little, pressed by the Arab Nabatean tribes to the east,
the Edomites—now called Idumeans—entered the
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emptied land of Israel, reflecting God’s word against
them in Ezekiel 35:12: “I have heard all your blasphe-
mies which you have spoken against the mountains of
Israel, saying, “They are desolate; they are given to us to
consume.”

While many Edomites now make up the nation
known as Turkey, the evidence is clear that many
persist in the Holy Land as the Palestinian peoples,
continuing to contend that the land God gave to Israel
is their own.

The ancient Amalekites offended God to such
adegree that He declared that “the LORD will wage

The people of modern Iran are roughly 50 to 60
percent Persian in origin, with the rest consisting of
peoples from other areas, including those with Ish-
maelite and Edomite origins. Such origins are vital to
understanding the role of this nation in Middle East
relations and how that role has changed—and may yet
change.

In the modern day, we have seen the attitude of
the leaders of Iran toward Israel and the Jews swing
wildly.

Before 1979, Iran had been ruled for decades by
Shah Reza Pahlavi—a fiiiend of the Jews, who even
included Jews in the cabi-

BEFORE 1973, IRAN WAS RULED BY SHAH REZA

net of his administration.
But in the year 1979, with

PAHLAVI—A FRIEND OF THE JEWS, WHO EVEN HAD < siamicevtusion

JEWS IN THE GABINET OF HIS ADMINISTRATION.

in Iran, his leadership
was replaced by a Muslim

war against Amalek from generation to generation.”
Hamas’ detestable actions demonstrate that these at-
titudes persist in their modern descendants—as does
God’s perpetual warfare against them!

Today’s conflict in Gaza is only the latest round
of a conflict—between brothers Jacob and Esau—that
has persisted for centuries and that will persist to the
very end of this age. Indeed, Netanyahu’s mention of
Amalek in the context of these recent troubles carried
far more meaning than he likely understood.

What About Iran?

And the connections go further! Consider the role of
Iran, the main supplier of weapons to Hamas and to
Hezbollah in Lebanon. The effort to make the name
of Israel disappear from the earth is funded in large
part by Iran. What does the Bible reveal about that
nation’s role?

The peoples of the Middle East today are a blend-
ing of many ancient families. Sometimes the lines are
clear and nationalized, and other times they are not.
Intermarriages, migration—both forced and volun-
tary—and other circumstances have moved and min-
gled peoples in ways that make them hard to identify
without the Bible’s help. But, again, characteristics
described in God’s word reveal themselves in the
fruits of the people and their leaders!

theocracy with greater
non-Persian influence. This change in leadership
brought with it a radically different attitude, and it is
this new leadership that constantly funds terrorism
against the Jews in Israel, seeking to wipe the nation
from the map.

All of this is mirrored by the biblical record of
this nation, as well!

Anciently, it was the Medo-Persian emperor
Cyrus whom God foretold would give freedom to the
Jewish captives in Babylon and order the rebuilding
of the Temple in Jerusalem (Isaiah 44:27-28; 45:1-4).
Read the beautiful words of support for the Jews,
Jerusalem, and the rebuilding of the Temple coming
from ancient Medo-Persian rulers such as Cyrus and
Artaxerxes, as recorded in Ezra 1:1-4 and Ezra 7:12—
26. They stand in shocking contrast to the vile and
shameful words of hate, death, and destruction for
the Jewish nation coming from the present-day rul-
ers of Iran! The Persian people have no quarrel with
Israel, but Iran—and its leadership, in particular—is
a mixture of people of different origins and attitudes.
And leaders make all the difference.

So, too, was this true anciently! The goodwill
between the ancient Medo-Persians and the Jews of
their kingdom, under the Persian King Ahasuerus,
was corrupted by leadership with i/l will toward the
Jews when the king appointed a man named Haman
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as prime minister of his empire (Esther 3:1). This Ha-
man launched a deceptive effort to wipe out every Jew
in the empire (vv. 6-11).

Yet Haman was not a Persian. Like modern Iran,
the Medo-Persian empire contained many peoples
and leaders from many families. So, who was Haman?
The book of Esther says he was a descendant of King
Agag (Esther 3:1), who was the king of the Amalekites
(1 Samuel 15:8). The ancient historian Flavius Jose-
phus confirms in his own account that Haman was an
Amalekite (Antiquities of the Jews, 11.6.5)!

My friends, history repeats itself. Countries
change hands, leaders of peoples change, groups are
scattered and transplanted from one place to an-
other—but the biblical characteristics shine through!

Today’s geopolitical experts may think it ridicu-
lous, but only God’s word explains these matters with
clarity and simplicity! It is the greatest geopolitical
manual in existence.

What the Future Holds

As Tomorrow’s World Editor in Chief Gerald Weston
explains in his article beginning on page 5 of this
issue, Bible prophecy long ago foretold the current
situation in the Middle East! And the prophecies of
God’s word are clear: Even in Jerusalem there will
remain a Jewish people until the end-times. That
presence is required for the fulfillment of prophecies
concerning the beginning and end of sacrifices to
come in Jerusalem.

Those prophecies must be fulfilled, and no one
can change the Almighty’s designs. God has already
decided that the ancient sacrifices will be resumed,
and we know they will be stopped 1,290 days before
the Messiah’s return (Daniel 12:11). From God’s word
we can be sure that no modern-day Edomite or Ama-
lekite will succeed in destroying the nation of Israel.
Any such attempt will ultimately fail—not because of
the righteousness of the Jewish people, but because
those nations will be fighting against God’s estab-
lished plan.

Yet we must tell the full truth: The modern
Jewish nation of Israel is repeating history itself
and is also provoking God’s wrath by repeating its

ancient forefathers’ descent into sin and rebellion
against the laws of God. Consider that modern Israel
holds parades to exalt licentious lifestyles that God
explicitly condemns in the Torah, which all Jews
know—promoting those lifestyles in the very streets
of Jerusalem, the city that will soon become the seat
of the Messiah’s government. In such rebellion, they
are, in their own way, doing as the Amalekites—rais-
ing their hand against the throne of God and chal-
lenging His design.

Sacrifices will begin for a short time and then
be stopped. Then Jerusalem will be captured by the
seventh restoration of the Roman Empire, and the
times of the Gentiles will commence. This will be a
time of unprecedented suffering for Israel, for the
United States, and for the British-descended nations,
followed by the Day of the Lord and God’s wrath upon
all nations of the world.

Peace at Last

Yet, after those years of anguish and woe, the Messiah
will come back with very good news—both for Israel
and for the rest of the world.

The world will not perish in a global nuclear
catastrophe. There is hope! These dilemmas that
human beings cannot solve will be solved by Jesus
Christ, who very soon will return on the clouds of
heaven with great power and glory to usher in a thou-
sand years of peace. So, despite the continuing blood-
shed in that land that has known so much suffering,
we can see past this conflict to the hope of tomorrow’s
world and the peace it will bring. As the prophet Isa-
iah wrote, all the implements of war—guns, rifles, gre-
nades, tanks, drones—will be melted down to become
implements of agriculture, and nations will no longer
train for war (Isaiah 2:3-4).

That is the hope—for the desperate and confused
nations of the Middle East and, indeed, for the whole
world—that we seek to present to you in these pages
every issue. Our world is now entering a very dark time,
but the dawn is already near. Good days are coming as
God prepares to establish the Kingdom of the Messiah
on the face of the earth, which will bring peace at last to
all the peoples of our world.

The World Ahead: What Will It Be Like? |n the midst of worldwide turmoil, you can trust in an 5
MAY WE, eternal hope! Request this free printed booklet from the Regional Office nearest you, or order at
SUGGEST? TomorrowsWorld.org. PDF, ePub, and Kindle are also available. "
v
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The Behemoth Beneath Our Feet

n the 1990s, in the hardwood and coniferous for-

ests of Upper Peninsula Michigan, a team of young

PhD candidates stomped through the woods,

digging periodically in the soil. Plunging their
hands deep in the rotting forest floor, they searched for
strange black tendrils reaching far and wide amongst
the tree roots. Assessing each sample with DNA “fin-
gerprinting,” Myron Smith and his colleagues were
looking for the boundaries of an individual giant myce-
lium fungus. For the entire first year of field work, the
hardworking students could not find the edge, where
the organism ended (“Strange but True: The Largest
Organism on Earth Is a Fungus,” Scientific American, Oc-
tober 4, 2007).

This enormous fungus stunned the researchers, who
even then vastly underestimated the species’ potential
size. In 2003, an even larger and older fungal organism
in Oregon'’s Blue Mountains was discovered. This partic-
ular fungus, Armillaria ostoyae, commonly called honey
fungus, covers 2,384 acres (four square miles), weighs
more than 7,500 tons, and is estimated to be some-
where between 2,400 and 8,000 years old. That makes
it the largest organism on the planet by area, weight, and
volume—roughly equivalent in weight to 40 blue whales.
The bulk of its large mass is below the ground as black
filaments, analogous to plant roots. It pops above ground
to be visible only as small fruiting bodies or mushrooms
that aid in spreading the organism.

The sheer size of these fungi has fascinated biolo-
gists everywhere. James Anderson, one of the original
discoverers of the Michigan fungus, is quoted by the
Smithsonian Magazine: "l wish all of the substrate [soil,
wood, and other matter the fungus grows on] would be

transparent for five minutes, so | could see where it [the
fungus] is and what it's doing. We would learn so much
from a five-minute glimpse” (“This Humongous Fungus
Is as Massive as Three Blue Whales,” Smithsonian Mag-
azine, October 15, 2018). Even in this modern age, with
our most sophisticated instruments, something so large
can still evade scientists’ ability to study it fully.

A Living, Thriving Network

Scientists are just beginning to understand the general
function of the mycelium in the ecosystem—and it is as
amazing as its size. It can have either a mutually pos-
itive (“symbiotic”) impact or a negative (“parasitic”)
impact on the trees with which it coexists. Mycelia take
up sugars in the form of plant starches from tree roots,
and in turn make various minerals and nutrients more
available to the roots. A “mycorrhizal network” can
form between the trees within a forest when they share
the same type of mycelium. Long before computer
scientists collaborated online, this fungal tree network
was sharing nutrients between roots and filaments and
even chemically communicating states of stress. When
faced with dangers like invasive plants or damaging
insects, surrounding trees can release defensive chem-
icals to deter the threat ("Exploring the Underground
Network of Trees—the Nervous System of the Forest,”
Harvard.edu, May 6, 2019).

On the other hand, these organisms can digest and
destroy not just dead trees, but also living trees. Yet
this parasitic capacity may have some beneficial ef-
fects, ensuring more variety in tree species inhabiting a
forest and improving forest resistance to tree diseases
and insects. Much as forest fires, though dangerous,
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promote long-term forest health, parasitic mycelia pro-
vide another type of forest “pruning” that helps main-
tain balance.

For thousands of years, humankind had no clue
about the planet’'s most massive organisms just beneath
our feet. And, surely, there is much yet to discover. Like a
child peeking down a rabbit hole, we get only glimpses of
the otherwise invisible and undiscovered.

Even the Hidden Things Testify

All of creation, seen or unseen, gives evidence of God's
existence. “For since the creation of the world God’s in-
visible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—
have been clearly seen, being understood from what
has been made, so that people are without excuse”
(Romans 1:20, New International Version). Putting it
another way, the psalmist states, “The heavens declare
the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his
hands” (Psalm 19:1, NIV).

Most of the pervasive Internet is hidden from view—
however, many are awed by the magnitude of its content,
and no one would say that it occurred by random chance.
No one can reasonably claim that any form of information
system or technology could come about by anything other
than the intelligent design of engineers and computer
scientists. Similarly, the level of complexity, genetic infor-
mation, and chemical “languages” found within massive
mycelial networks could never have separately or ran-
domly evolved. The mycelial network could no more spon-
taneously interweave itself than a new denim thread could
spontaneously weave itself into a pair of jeans.

Like the lowly mycelium fungus, much of the gran-
deur of our Creator’s design is hidden from our view.
Thousands of years before human beings ever knew
about it, the fungus was vital for sustaining trees' lives
and forests’ health through its chemical factory, infor-
mation network, defense system, and cleanup crew.
Countless generations of humans and animals alike
have walked the earth unaware of the behemoth lurk-
ing beneath. Similarly, some of the most breathtaking
aspects of creation, whether or not we are aware of
them, surround our oblivious selves.

The Heavenly Glory Around Us—and Ahead
Long ago, and far from the forests of Michigan or Oregon,
a moment of wonder and awe occurred when two men
were made aware of the unseen, all-encompassing power

of God. In Dothan, on the southern plain of Jezreel—now
a contested Jewish settlement in the West Bank—the
prophet Elisha and his servant were hunted. A vengeful
king's army surrounded Dothan in the night, and Elisha's
servant rose the next morning to the fearful sight of the
horses and chariots of the Arameans encircling the city.
Elisha responded to his fearful servant with the
encouragement that “those who are with us are more
than those who are with them.” Then the prophet of God

turned and prayed, “Open his

hat he may see.”
Forthousands € -oRo.sot y
The Eternal God answered
of years, and opened the servant’s eyes,
humankind had “and he looked and saw the
no clue about hifllfs fuII”of horszs Ian;ii ch(ariots
5 of fire all around Elisha” (2
the planet s Kings 6:17, NIV).
most massive In that moment, Elisha was
organisms just asking God to open his servant's
beneath our eyes to what was already there.
. . Their eyes were then both

feet. _I'Ike a child opened to the real power that
peeking down had existed before they were
a rabbit hole, born and would continue to
we get only exist after they died. Even when

" f invisible to the eyes of man,
glimpses 0- God, His angels, and the spirit
the otherwise world are very real and all-en-
invisible and compassing. The spirit realm
undiscovered is much bigger and far more

expansive than a mere 40 blue

whales. All around two men sheltering in Dothan were
thousands of angels in all their unseen, fiery glory—sur-
rounding, protecting, and shielding God's mortal ser-

vants the whole time.

The Apostle Paul prayed for the people of his day,
asking that “the eyes of your understanding being en-
lightened; that you may know what is the hope of His
calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheri-

tance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness
of His power toward us who believe, according to the
working of His mighty power” (Ephesians 1:18-19). The
works of God's hands, making up the fabric of the phys-
ical creation, are an exquisite witness of breathtaking
design by a Master Creator. In an age of looming peril,
we do well to open our eyes to that witness.

—Bryan Fall
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Smartphone Anxiety? Read a Book!

o you struggle to control your phone? Is

it controlling you? As handheld devices

weave their way into every corner of our

lives, it's not surprising if you answer “yes.”
We understand that today’s smartphones have been
purposely engineered to addict us (“Algorithms of
Addiction,” TomorrowsWorld.org, December 2021). The
endless parade of new images, notifications, and up-
dates can consume huge portions of our lives. Separa-
tion from our phones can cause irritation and agitation,
and there's even a name for that: nomophobia—from no
mobile phone phobia.

Many of us find ourselves increasingly frustrated
by the unhealthy influence our phones exercise. If this
describes you, what can you do? How can you help
your family learn to master this powerful technology?

Here's one powerful solution: Cultivate the habit of
reading books.

The Power of Books

Reading was once considered a hallmark of a free and
educated society. Yet, for decades, reading has been in
decline in America. In 2007, the National Endowment
for the Arts issued this warning as the Internet and
electronic media blossomed:

Whatever the benefits of newer electronic
media, they provide no measurable substitute
for the intellectual and personal development
initiated and sustained by frequent reading....
The general decline in reading is not merely a
cultural issue.... It is a serious national problem.
If, at the current pace, America continues to

lose the habit of regular reading, the nation will
suffer substantial economic, social, and civic
setbacks (“To Read or Not To Read: A Question
of National Consequence,” Arts.gov).

A recent Pew Research Center survey found that
half of all American adults had not read even one full
book in the past year. Yet reading can reduce stress,
prepare us for a restful night's sleep, help battle de-
pression, and even strengthen our brains (“Benefits of
Reading Books: How It Can Positively Affect Your Life,”
Healthline.com, October 15, 2019). And it doesn't take
a 500-page book to bring us benefits: A Harvard Busi-
ness Review study found that reading for as little as six
minutes can reduce stress by 68 percent (“For Those
Who Want to Lead, Read,” August 15, 2012). A little bit
of reading can go a long way.

The Apostle Paul warned that “in the last days
perilous times will come” (2 Timothy 3:1). The word
“perilous” is translated from a Greek word meaning
to oppress or annoy—in other words, the end times
are prophesied to bring stress and anxiety. As we find
ourselves struggling in these difficult days, are we over-
looking an obviously helpful strategy? Reading books
can help us regain balance and tranquility in our minds.

Encourage Your Children to Read

True education is about developing a thirst for truth
and learning from history to successfully face the chal-
lenges of the future. That comes through reading. As
reading declines, is it any wonder our world is becom-
ing so confused about basic science and biology? Is it
shocking that so many lack the ability to think rationally
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and discriminate between truth and “fake news"? Are
we surprised when so many lack a shared sense of
culture, decency, and courtesy? We learn these things
through reading.

We can't change the whole world, but we can
change ourselves—and we can help our children see
the value of making books a part of their lives. Set
the example: When tempted to scroll on your phone,
pick up a book instead. Put books within easy reach of
your couch or recliner—not just on a shelf, where you
might be tempted to leave them “undisturbed.” Create
a warm and comfortable ambience with strategically
placed lamps for good lighting. And, finally, just read,
even if only for six minutes.

If you have very small children, read with them.
It's good for their brains, and the connections you cre-
ate are priceless. “Parent-child interactions through
shared reading promote language development and
literacy and may also benefit friendships, school suc-
cess and other child development outcomes later in
life” ("Reading print books to toddlers is better than
e-books,” MichiganMedicine.org, December 3, 2021).
Don't fall into the trap of letting your tablet or phone
be your child’s babysitter. While distracting them for
a few minutes with a mobile game or pictures can be
fine, a child's brain needs more stimulation than such
media provide. Yet, according to MichiganMedicine.org,
toddlers spend, on average, more than two hours daily
using digital media!

Reading to your children creates strong bonds be-
tween you and them. It's both comforting to them and
good for their long-term development and health, as
shown by a report from the Child Mind Institute: “The
sensory experiences of sitting with a caregiver, hearing
that familiar voice, and feeling a book in their hands are
all important for kids' brain development” (“Why s It
Important to Read to Your Child?,” ChildMind.org, Oc-
tober 27, 2023). As stated by Dr. Laura Phillips, senior
director of the Learning and Development Center at the
Child Mind Institute, “Hearing a book over Alexa just
isn't going to give kids the same holistic benefit.”

Read the Book

In all things, being able to discern the good from the
bad is vital. For example, J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter is
the best-selling fiction series of all time. Many love the
books because they are so engagingly written, and that

thrills many educators and parents; what isn't there

to love when children get turned on to reading? But
should we encourage our children to read stories prais-
ing witchcraft and demonism? Or should we develop
discernment in what we feed our minds and the litera-
ture we give our children?

The answer is simple and found in the book of
books, the Bible. Even its name speaks to its importance:
The word Bible comes from the Latin biblion, which sim-
ply means “book.” And what

We can’t change  does “the Book” say about
what to put in our minds? The
the WOI"d, but Apostle Paul explained, “Finally,
we can Change brethren, whatever things are
ourselves—and true, whatever things are noble,
we can he|p our whatever things are just, what-
. ever things are pure, whatever
children see 'Ehe things are lovely, whatever
value of makmg things are of good report, if
books a part of there is any virtue and if there is
their lives. anything praiseworthy—medi-

tate on these things” (Philippi-
ans 4:8). We should fill our minds with things of value
and truth, and God's word defines what is truth. As Jesus
Christ said in prayer to the Father, “Sanctify them by
Your truth. Your word is truth” (John 17:17).

To successfully direct our lives and train our chil-
dren, we need the words of God to permeate our minds.
That doesn’t mean the Bible must be the only book we
ever read, but it does mean we need to read from it daily.
As Paul said, “Study and do your best to present yourself
to God approved, a workman... who has no reason to be
ashamed, accurately handling and skillfully teaching the
word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15, Amplified Bible). Without
a standard of truth to guide our lives and teach our chil-
dren—and without reading from that standard daily to
give us guidance and encouragement—we will be adrift
in a culture that has lost its way.

Almost three thousand years ago, wise King Solo-
mon wrote, “The heart of him who has understanding
seeks knowledge, but the mouth of fools feeds on
foolishness” (Proverbs 15:14). Reading is foundational.
It's vital for our growth, our health, and our future. It's
crucial for training the next generation.

Take the time to develop and maintain the habit of
reading books—especially the most important one.

—Rod McNair
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Germany Pressing for
Powerful Military

The events in Europe and the
Middle East have put pressure
on Germany to speed up its
efforts toward a more powerful
and fully operational army.
Germany’s defense minister,
Boris Pistorius, is pushing

hard for the military to mod-
ernize as rapidly as possible
(Deutsche Welle, October 31,
2023). In a recent interview, he
stated, “We have to become
fit for war. We have to be fit
for defense. And get both

the Bundeswehr [Germany’s
armed forces] and society
ready for this.”

Germany has allocated 100
billion euros for military ad-
vances and upgrades and has
contracted two-thirds of this
amount already. Mr. Pistorius
emphasized that it could take
three to five years for Germa-
ny’s armed forces to be fully
up to speed and noted that
they are already among the
strongest European militaries
in NATO. Germany has already
moved 1,000 troops to Israel
for potential use in evacuation
and special forces missions
(FAZ net, October 29, 2023).
[tis also transferring ships,
planes, helicopters, and logisti-
cal materials to the region.

Bible prophecy indicates
that as we approach the end
of the age, Germany will
play a far greater role in the
Middle East and in the Holy
Land. Germany will eventu-
ally lead a powerful military
and religious effort that will
move into Jerusalem and
the surrounding area. But it

will require strengthening its
military and economy to make
that possible. The events we
are watching now could build
toward this eventuality.

Will Jordan remain an ally
of the West and supportive of
the U.S. and Israel? Some pas-
sages of Bible prophecy may
suggest that, at the time of

Patriot missiles from the U.S. are deployed around the world.

Jordan Asks for
U.S. Patriot Missile
Defense
Jordan is unigue among
the Muslim Arab nations in
the Middle East due to its
extremely close ties with the
United States and peaceful
working relationship with
Israel. In fact, Jordan is one of
the largest recipients of Amer-
ican military aid in the region
(Reuters, October 29, 2023).
Jordan is also the custodian
of the Temple Mount located
within the boundaries of Israel.
Like many in the Middle
East, leaders in Jordan fear that
the war between Israel and
Hamas could grow to engulf
other nations in the region.
Along its border with Syria,
the kingdom of Jordan is also
dealing with Iranian-backed ex-
tremist groups who are waging
a drug war using drones. Such
tensions have prompted Jordan
to request Patriot missile de-
fense systems from the U.S. to
be stationed along its border.

the end, the modern nation of
Jordan in the region of ancient
Moab will be a source of pro-
tection for Christians seeking
to escape the coming Great
Tribulation (Isaiah 16:1-4).

The precise fulfillment of such
prophecies remains to be seen.

Pool of Siloam Steps
Unearthed

For centuries after the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, the biblical
Pool of Siloam mentioned in
the gospel accounts of the Bible
lay covered, hidden under silt
and debris. In 2004, work by an
Israeli water company uncov-
ered steps of the ancient pool
near the Temple Mount (Fox
News, September 7, 2023).

Last year, Israel Antiquities
Authority excavators un-
earthed the steps to the pool,
which was apparently over an
acre in size at one point, and
authorities plan to make the
pool available to the public.
This is the famed pool where
Jesus Christ healed a blind

man (John 9:6-12). The actual
existence of this famed pool
supports both the credibility
of the Bible accounts and the
ancient tie the Jews have to
the land and, specifically, to
Jerusalem. As one evangelical
leader noted of the discovery,
“Theologically, it affirms Scrip-
ture, geographically it affirms
scripture, and politically it
affirms Israel’s unquestionable
and unrivaled link to Jeru-
salem. Some discoveries are
theoretical. This one is an un-
deniable. It is proof of the story
of the Bible and of its people,
Israel.”

At a time when the validity
of the Bible is being ques-
tioned repeatedly and when
many continue to question Is-
rael’s link to the Holy Land, his-
tory and archaeology continue
to present factual support for
both. The Bible is truly inspired
by God.

Mediterranean
Devastation: Sign of
Things to Come

In the latter part of 2023,
devastating events occurred
around the Mediterranean.
Libya saw massive flooding
as intense rain of more than
16 inches (40 cm) over two
days caused dams to break
(AP, September 13, 2023). In
the coastal city of Derna, over
11,000 people were reported
dead and thousands more
were still missing (Euronews,
September 15, 2023). Aside
from the driving rains, officials
are blaming the catastrophe
on the government’s neglect
of dam maintenance.
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NEWSWATCH

To the west in Morocco, a
major earthquake registering
6.8 struck last week near an
area very popular with tourists
(BBC, September 10, 2023).
The quake killed more than
2,900 people and injured
more than 5,600. Meanwhile,
some are calling the recent
wildfires in Greece the largest
ever recorded in the European
Union. The fires in Greece were
followed by major flooding in
Italy. These catastrophic events
have turned the Mediterranean
into a zone of tragedy.

Two thousand years ago,
Jesus Christ foretold climactic
events in human history that
would eventually grow to
dwarf all others that had come
before. As rescuers in the
Mediterranean region search
for survivors and citizens seek
to rebuild their lives, students
of Bible prophecy should both
be moved to compassion and
to consider Jesus’ admonition,
“And what | say to you, | say
to all: Watch!” (Mark 13:37). As
assuredly as these sobering
disasters are changing life

TOMOR

for tens of thousands in the
Mediterranean, the disasters to
come will forever change all of
humanity—and, literally, even
the face of the earth!

Sand Dredging
Sterilizing the Ocean
Floor

Roughly six billion metric tons
of sand are dredged from the
sea floor each year (BBC, Sep-
tember 5, 2023). As one ana-
lyst noted, this is equivalent to
one million dump-truck loads
each day! The majority of sand
dredging occurs off the east
coast of America, in the North
Sea, and in the South China
Sea. The majority of dredged
sand is used to make concrete
and glass. It is also used for
constructing roads, dams, and
even solar panels.

Some sand dredgers work
as gigantic vacuum cleaners,
sucking up sand and the mi-
croorganisms that live in the
sand, many of which provide
food for other marine life.
According to some experts,
this dredging is “basically ster-
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ilising the bottom of the sea by
extracting sand and crunching
all the microorganisms that are
feeding fish.” Sometimes the
ocean floor is dredged all the
way to the bedrock below it,
and when this happens, it pre-
vents marine life from being
able to recover.

We live in a complex world
where human civilization relies
on many different types of
products built from various
materials harvested from God’s
creation. As global consump-
tion grows, these source ma-
terials can be depleted. While
sand appears to be inexhaust-
ible, it is also critical to main-
taining a biological balance in
nature. When companies focus
only on their income and fail
to consider the broader im-
pacts of their business model,
suffering occurs—and in the
case of sand dredged from the
sea, the broader creation is
affected. The Bible reveals how
all of creation “groans” and
eagerly waits for the return
of Jesus Christ and His saints
(Romans 8:19-24). Only then
will mankind become truly
responsible stewards of God’s
creation.

Who Is Supporting
Russia’s Military?

China claims to be neutral in
the Ukraine war. However,
customs records and other
commonly reported data show
that Russia is importing large
numbers of drones, bulletproof
vests, helmets, and weap-
on-making materials from
China in very large quantities—
quantities not seen before

the start of the war in Ukraine
(Politico, July 24, 2023). As of
the end of July, Russia had im-
ported over $100 million worth
of Chinese drones. For Chinese
companies to sell military
equipment, the Chinese mili-
tary must approve the sale.

In August, the Russian
defense minister traveled to
North Korea, reportedly with
the intent of convincing the
Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea (DPRK) to sell Russia
artillery ammunition (Financial
Times, September 5, 2023). At
the time of this writing, the in-
telligence community expects
North Korea’s leader, Kim
Jong Un, “to travel to Russia to
meet President Vladimir Putin
and discuss weapons sales to
Moscow.”

These burgeoning ties
could have prophetic signif-
icance. A common foe often
encourages nations to draw
closer together and establish
stronger ties. Bible prophecy
foretells of a tremendous
200-million-man army from
the East that will fight against
the future German-led Eu-
ropean “beast” power in a
cataclysmic confrontation
(Daniel 11:40-44; Revelation
9:16-19). What will bring highly
populous and militarily capable
nations from the east of Jeru-
salem together to eventually
create such an army? What
nations may be part of this
unimaginable force? As we
watch world events unfold,
they should not be viewed only
from the perspective of politics,
as there is often an important
prophetic perspective.
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I've been a subscriber now for quite some time and re-
ceive your magazine, which is really enlightening, and
I'look forward to it. I thank you for all your help and
encouragement.

—Subscriber in England

I just wanted to take the time to say how much I ap-
preciate the magazine and booklets I have received.
I'm finding myself wanting accurate information con-
cerning the Holy Scriptures. The times we are living in
are unsettling to say the least but it is also a clear in-
dication that we are living in the prophesied last days.
I'm a believer in Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior and
am finding myself wanting to take the scriptures seri-
ously. Your literature is in-depth and very well writ-
ten. Thank you once again.

—Subscriber in Georgia

Thank you, so very much, for your booklet Germany

in Prophecy. It has increased, by an immeasurable

amount, my understanding of the way that world his-

tory did, will today, and will in the future unfold.
—Subscriber in the Republic of Ireland

I love your magazine! I am sorry you are cutting back.
It’s the only magazine I read cover-to-cover and over
again! Thank you so much for all the information. I am
so grateful for all of you.

—Subscriber in New York

Dear Tomorrow’s World staff, I have been receiving
your magazine for just over a year now. My husband
and I read it from cover to cover, sometimes twice! We
have learned so much about world history, the Bible’s
guidance, and how we can be better stewards passing
on the word of God. After we read the most current is-

2

sue I always pass it on to a friend. Once I left the issue
on a coffee house table. Shortly thereafter, while I was
talking to a friend that had entered as I was leaving I
noticed a young man picking it up and to my surprise
he started to read it. We appreciate receiving the mag-
azine and hope you will continue mailing them out.
Your publications are certainly not going to waste!
—Subscriber in Florida

I have read National Geographic magazine for the last
50 years—a good publication, but now I find your 7o-
morrow’s World more interesting and informative. All I
can say is you do a good job. Thank you.

—Reader in Queensland

I am sending this letter to thank you for all the infor-
mation in the booklets and newsletters received every
other month. However, it was quite a shock to find
out that paganism was introduced into the church. So
much so I have left my church for good, never to go
back to another such organization again. I confronted
the pastor of my church with several truths I find in
your booklets and scriptures in the Bible. His reply was
unacceptable to me. Could someone from your church
help me find a Sabbath-keeping church in my area, as I
am now left without a church to attend?

—Subscriber in Massachusetts

Editor’s Note: We commend you for your courageous de-
cision! Anyone interested in information about a nearby
congregation of the Living Church of God, sponsor of
this magazine, or hearing from a local representative
can find more information on TomorrowsWorld.org.
Just click on “Meet the Church Behind TW.” You can
also contact one of our Regional Offices, using the infor-
mation listed on page 4.
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Seven Signs of the End-Time Antichrist
As the end of our age draws nearer, you need to
know how to recognize this prophesied figure!
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Are You Saved or Lost?

Has Jesus Christ saved you? Have you yet re-
sponded to His call? You need to be sure!
January (=17

This Is the Purpose of Life!

Why are you alive? Learn how you can find ful-
fillment in a world of challenges and stresses!
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Debunking the Rapture Myth

The “secret rapture” idea is just centuries old,
and God’s actual plan is far more wonderful!
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Keys to Understanding Bible Prophecy
Do you find Scripture puzzling and confusing?
There are principles to help you make sense of it!
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Choose the Abundant Life!
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learn to live by Jesus Christ’s own instructions!
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